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Dol Review appears fwice
yearhy, 1he two editions arg
dated Jasuwany-June and
July-December.

The editor will be pleased ko
receive addicles, news items,
lgtters, nofices of books and
informalion on coming events,
soch as conferences and
COUrERE. cORcarming he
etucation of deefblind childrea
and young adulls. Pholographs
and drawings are welcome; thay
will ba copied and redurmad.

Ril ritien mealerial should be Inthe
English or Spanish language and
miay b gdited efore publication. it
should be senl for publication ba
arrivie by 1he diade below,

Dpinions expressed in articles
are lhose ol the author and
should not be understood as
represenling the view of Dbl

Deattling International was
formerly known as 1he
ImMernational Asseciafion for the
Educafion of Dealhiind Peapla.

Dbl Review is also avallable in
Spanizh. | you are inferesied in
recuiving the spanish edition
please contact:

Tamar Underhill

Dbl Secratariat
11-13 Clifton Terrace
London W4 35R
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Iocopaling Crahyer
Spanish Edition
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

& are living in very
w interasting tmes;
seeing the fruits of

the strategic planning which
has taken place in recent
VEars,

In the middle of the
1890 s, the nead for long-
tarm planning became very
obvigus. We had to
rediscoveraur sims, which
activities our members praler,
how shauld we organise the
assogigtion and haw We
manage and adminisier i

So we agreed that we arfe
a8 workd assaciation o
promote services, thal we
want a fiexible crganization
allowing invohremeant of the
members and also reguinng
aciive paricipation and the
sharing of responsaibility, An
important way of achieving
these aims 15 thraugn the
development of natworks. As
a resull, we have changed
the name to undering that we
do not only deal with
education, but all aspects of
dealblindriess. Now the
association's name is
Deafblind International and
accordinghy cur magazine
Dbl Review.

We have a new
constitution awaiting
ratification in Lisbon. This
meaans thal maxl year wa arg
ready to live up io its
principles!

We are happy that with
increasad corporaia
memnbership Dibl's budget
has grown and we look
forward to supporting tha
canferances and especially

membars [rom developing
countries ar starting
DrCRTammes.

When the elections are
hald for Council next yvear |
hope that all the mambership
will eontribule fo the search
for good candidates. Far the
first tima, Metwarks can be
rapresented and | think it is
important 1o kave a wide
range of peopie

I'wauld like 1o &nd an 3

which .E:'."in-_.-uEre 840
fiegt for Denmark and MUD
then Ma Gard

Thase have been good
E!‘!-’j l!':‘:e:'E‘E':'F:E '_n.'EEI.I'E
warking at two very special
and compatent institutions. |
hawa learni a lof and mada
many friends along the way
Bul now it feels good to go
back to Finland and speak
the beautiful Finnish
language every day! What is
even better is that | have an
oppartunity 1o work with the
Foundation for the Deaf,
which has alst agraed 1o
pay my cosis as President
of CHol.

| arm practically sithing an
remaval baxes, but still
anjoying the beautiful sarly
summar hereg in Sweden
50, Season's Greetings o
all of you whatever seas0n
you are enjoying at the
mameant.

Marjaana Suosalmi

LAST COPY DATE FOR THE NEXT EDITION: 10 October 1998




EDITORIAL

eloormre 1o the first
w edition of Db
Beview! Our now

name has givan us the
opportunity 12 redesign the
magazineg and to refiect the
changing nature of the
Association as it recognises
the challenges facing
professionals, families and
deafolind people as we move
towards tha Millennium, Sa,
we Nope yvou like our new
loak and anjoy the contant ol
thiz rather special editicn,
From now an the magazine
will be available on disc (on
request) and “a taster” will be
posted on the Db website
which is currently under
construction.

The themead section
celebrates ithe vaiue of the
exprassive ars and Klaus
Vifhelmsen describes, with
such clarity, the profound
significance of aesthelic
axperience for us all. We alzo
have the opporfunity 1o enjoy
the work of anists from
around the world in-a special
ore-ofl colour zection, and 1o
hear the teachers’ perceptive
on both the visual arts and
danca.

The Dbl Interim Council
and Management Committes
have been vary busy over
recent manths and we bring
you -a summany of thelr
deliberations and decigion
making. We know this will
stimulate wider paricipation.

Happily we are receiving
an increasing number of
reports from around the workd
wihich damonsirata the
anormous skill and energy of
Dol members. We would like
bz thank you all for keeping
us intouch with vour
activites and wa look forward
to heanng your news far the
naxt adition whan wa will ba
focusing on environments.

Eileen and Jacqueline

January — June 1928
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COUNCIL NEWS

The Interim Council and Management Committes of Dbl met in

Rodney Clark,
Secretary

Lishon during the weekend of 14-17 May 1998, As well as enjoying

the kind hospitality of Casa Pia de Lisboa, hosis of the 1993 Dbl

World Conference, the Inlerim Council discussed management and

stralegic Is5ues Including the preparaiions for the 1999
comierence. Here is @ summary of the discussions and key

decisions.

Tha main changes to Dbl's
Constitution heve included a
PIEW REMme, a8 mew
membership structure and
new declsion-making
structure made up of tha
General Azsambly, Council
and Management
Committes, The Interm
Council have approved tha
new constitution and i will be
ratified by the Genaral
Aszembly in Lisbon 19949,
Owar tha next faw months,
non-voting members can
sxpact o racaive 3 naw
informaton leaflet and a
ragues! to raconfirm their
subscriptions, Members arg
adviged ta completa this form

io ensure membearship is
beth renewed and
recognised.

1999 General
Assembly

The next General Assemibly
will take placa an the
afternoon of 20 July 1999,
the-amval day for the Lisbon
Conference.: Mon-voting
membars will be invited 1o
attend but ooy voting
mambers will be ssusd with
voling cards, The agenda
will Include: elections of the
Prasident, Vice-President

General Assembly
The suprama decisan-making body af Dbl compased of waling
meTbars and normally M sveny four years and comanad
___Jduring ‘World Conferences, Mon-yoling members have the righi 1o
Ettend ard apaak bl are urable lowele, The Pressdend and Vics-
Presidant and membars of tha Council will be elected by the
General Assernbly

Councll
Dipi ard its atfasrs shall be under e condral and
maragement of Councl and all mambers of the
Councl must ba membens of the Aseocision
Caungil will sppoii the posts of Secretary &
Trossurer,

Management Committes
& Mianagemsant Commiies may be appointed by
1o JROEME0E BNECLSMG BOROns In
mursamsre of fwiark. [ will becompoged of 8
mermors Te Fresdent the Vice-Prasidiant tha
Secretay ha Treasurar ard 2 -obhers.

s =
g b

| Voting members
[ormaEnE hadkes &
PTG TRIGNE TETaT

Mon-Voting members
2y applcant not meating the
ortmnia for voing members, L&
~ovweduads aatianal sebyocks, Asn-
BubsLrimng cornorate bodias)

and Cauncll; a report for the
last four years; the accounts
and the new canstlitution.

A Mominations Commities
has baen sel up o idantify
and propose nominaticns for
Cauncll mambars, insluding
Fresident and Yices-
Prazident. Those who
attended the Internm Coungil
maeating will ramain az
members of Coungd undil a2
mew Counall iz elacted in 1999,

Network
Recognition

Tha Intarim Counctl hawve
decided that natwarks can be
recognised as soon as thay
are established onthe
proviso they meal the critena
sat by Dol However,
nabiorks will not ba aligible
far a'seat on Counc i
younger than two vears and a
netwaork must
tha whale four-
the Coungil
Tha Interim Couneail
recognised the e e
natworks affiiated 1o

yaar tarm of

=

These are 2/l Euroo
melworss:

B Eurcpean Usnars
Syndrome Study Groop

W Warking Group on
Communcation

B Commifiss on Congenita
Deafblindness in
Adulthood

W Acguired Deafblincness
Matwark

B ELCO Unit'Sub-
Cammittes on Staif
Cevelopment

The follewing Information will
aiso need to be provided in

Dbl Review
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COUNCIL NEWS

In order for a proposed Network o be recognised by Dbl the
following eriteria must be in place:

Network Recognition
The Metwork must:

B be in sympathy with the objectives of Dbl
B involve al least three counirigs

W have an agreed means for commundcation between
members

W ba project bazed and Ume limited or an ongolng
interast group with an action plan

B provide details of a Contact Persen

W report 1o Dbl at least every two years

arder that Dbl ean consider recagnising a proposad Netwark
and should be provided in updating reports,
Maticnal networks or other groups not meating the above

B Proposed Network Name

B Mame and contact details of Contact Person
including telephonefax numbers and email
addresses)

B Alms and Goals of MNetwork
B Target membership

M |5 the Network an ongoing interest group or project
based and time limited? if time limited then what
duration is proposed?

B Spacify the number of countries imvalved in the
Metwork

B Do you have a management development group™ If
g0, state the names of key members and the countries
they are from

B When was the Metwork fiest formed?
W List activities endertaken so far
B Materials and documents produced to date

B Activity programme and timetable for the next two-
yaar perod

B How amedwers yvour activiries lunded?

B What means do you use io communicate with and
inferm your Melwork membearship?

B Descripton of the reporting and procedura o Dbl
members and Councll

B How do pecple become a mambar of your Metwork?

criteria can join Dbl as non-voting members but will not be
recognised as networks,

January — June 1998

Conference
Proceedings

Key proceedings arising from
Caongoba 1995 Warld
Conference will be placed
onta the naw Dbl website
and the Madrid 1997
European Conferance
proceedings will be

publishied in due course: we
will inform you of their
availability.

12th Worild
Conference
Lisbon 1999

The first announcemeant for
Dipd's 12th Warld Conference
in Lisbon 1935 has bean
circulated to all members.
The thame of the conferance
will be Developing Through
Relationships — Calebrating
Achievement see page 7

for details.

Dbl Leaflet

& genaral leaflat on DBl will
be produced [ater this yvear. it
will briefly cutline tha
objectives and acfivities of
Dol and will provide paople
with the information they
mead In order o join Db, to
set up a netwark or o make
lacal contacts.

Dbl and the
Internet

From August 1998 Dbl wil
be on tha world wida web
ard can be found at

Fittp e sense. ong. uk!
sensehimlidbi ktm

The focus of the website will
be infarmation on the
objectives and aclivities of
Dol Imciuding how Dbl works,
detals on netwarks, contact
detalls, eonference news,
information exchange and
salactad Dbl Reweaw articlas.,

The next
General
Assembly
will take
place in
Lishon

on the
afternoon of
20 July 1999



COUNCIL NEWS

Dbl Conferences

The Interim Council kave
agradd (0 & reviged
Appiication Procedum Rar
osting Dbl Werld and/or
Regional Confarences, Tha
revized application is a2
Statemeant af nferast fo Host
& On Conference and shousd
anable applicants 1o inform
Ol of {heir resources amd
ideas from which a
confarence will evalva, Af this
slage of applicaton detailed
informaticn will nof be
essantial

Dbl Worid
Conference
2003

As an urgent issue, the
Interim Council are Soaking
gufgestions for the 2003
Waorld Contarangs, || you ane
inereated in or conesdaring
hesting a Lol conferance
andl wiould like further
irdformalicn and a&n
application form then please
comnast Tamar Winderhill,
Assistant Secratany Dbl
flephone «dd 171 272 7774
arfax+44 171 272 B2 o
amail dbi @ sensae crg.uk,

As a remindes o past and
planned Dbl conferences
hara is & eomprahansive list
of alf the World and
Eurgpean Conferences
which have lakes pace

Warld Conferences

1962  Shrewsbury, UK
1865  Halindoorg, Denmark
1968 =1 Michalagesiel
Meshariands
1971 Bastan, WS4
1974 Shressthury, UK
1976 Syoney, Ausirafia
1980  Hanaver, Germany
1884 Mew York, LISA
1987 Poibars, France
1991 Orabro, Sweden
1884  Cordoba. Angenbng

1899 Lisboa, Porugal

European Conferances

1888  Brugge, Beigum

1989  Warwick, UK

1983  Polsdam, Gemary
1957 Madrid, Spain

2001 Moorohwyk, Metharands

(=1

The bMansgamant
Committen will accept
Bppfcations bo host
aither World or Regional
Conferencas an a ralling
biasis,. That i3 to sgy, any
agaency miay apohy al any
time i0 host the Waorld ar
Eurapean Conlerence of
a conference for anothar
Dibd Ragian

Afl applications will
tollow 8 prescribed
lermat gnd address
questons and crlera as
defined in the application
ferm. This farm is takan
a5 a Statament of
Irlerns] Tram the
pofential conferanca
higlcar,

Within aach
Management Compmithes
meeting, discassion will
b eld on all such
applications, and
applications which
qualify as baing strong
enough 1o merit-a
positve decision will ba
pul o an aciive st o be

consdarad tar gl future
confarances, Tha
apcepted applicabon will
rarnain an His st until
glther g) the applicant
wilhdraws b or, b) the
applicant hosts a
conference.

in applying, the applicant
must specify whathar
they wish 1o be put on the
active st for warld
conlerences, regional
conferences or both

If an applicant’s
application is accapliad,
such acceptance in no
way obsgates Dbl for any
fimancial obligatons for
the conlesenci, Financial
assigiance from Dbl mus
b radquiesied o the
Management Cammitias
saparate from this
applicatan,

In each meating of the
full Council, the
Managemani Commiltes
will peview Bl Bppiications
racaived and put forth its

Why do you want to host the conference?

TECOMITarEsEnams o
accepiance & Ssna of
each, The Cosncd will
then eithar ratify thess
recarmmendalions o
return them fo the
Managamsent Commafies
with recommendgahans
for furthes consideration.

Civce m paricular
couniry has been
selected to host a
confanence, the hosi
country st then
submit & full applcation
and a detailed budget to
the Management
Commithes

At fimes, the Managemeant
Ciommitizs may
recommend o the Counci
that i woie, as part of its
siralegic planfing, on
miore than one fulere
poniersnce gt the same
fme, it § appears
agvaniEoscus o the
appiicants and the
crganisation ¥ do s

Who are the host agencies? |s this a parinership batween agencies?

Hlegse specify

Wihat barefits will there be to you and your country in hosting his conference?

What unkgue features or special atributés does vour souniry offer which would be an
imporiant reason for BAI 0 ¢hoose your site?

How will e conference be financad? Are there kodal coniribuions (8.9, egenc=es.
goverements, corporations, ate) 16 subsidise some of the cosl? How much ol
financial assistance is possils?

What king of faciities ere availabis = pour cily 1oe

a Residential arrangamants

b Maeling space

What social arrengements and activitleés are possible on your site?

Do you have less expensgive hotel accommodation opliond for partcipents fram

gdevaloping coentres?

O you have sources for providing financial assistance to parbcipents from devealoping

countrias?

Dbl Review



CONFERENCES

The Development of Communication in
Persons with Congenital Deafblindness |
10-14 April 1999

Emergence of the first representations,
symbol formation and first use of
language.

Fresentation of the Pre-Course (10 April 1953)

To allow those who missed the first part of this course which took
place inJune 1996 and for those whio would like 1o review i, to feel
comboriable with the second par.

Presantation of Course (11-14 April 1993}

To allow professicnals and families o build adapted means of
ghzarvation and intervention with conganital dealblind persans in
language and communication,

For more information, please contact:

CHEFEI, Bureau des ralalions extéreures, 538-60 avenus des
Landes; 921560 Suresnes, France; telephone +1 41 44 31 22; fax +1
41 44 34 23; email: cnefel_brex @ education.gouv.fr

CR

Formanpsa — CESSA, Larmay, BESED Biard, France; telephone: +5
4962 67 67, fax; 45 48 62 67 68; email; souriau 8 interpc.ir

Xil Dbl World
Conference 20 to
25 July 1999

Developing
Through
Relationships -
Celebrating
Achievement

In July 18989, Lisbon will be
the World capital on
education and rehabilitation of
deafblind pecple when Casa
Fiz de Lisboa hosts the 121h
Dbl World Conferance.

Faor more information about
the conferance please contact
Antonio Rebelo, Casa Pia de
Lisboa, Colégio AAC.
Farreira, 1700 Lisban,
Porugal. Telephona: +351 1
362 71 35; Fax: +351 1 363
34 48, Email.
cpl.educa @ mail telepac.pt

Elderly Deafblindness

Third European Seminar of the ' Acquired
Deatblindness Network’,

2-7 October 1998 Osimo, Italy

Tha saminar is ta be hosted by Lega del Fila d'Oro (the Italian
Maticnal Association of DeafBind) and will fake place in Osime near
Ancana in the sastern part of aly. The seminar will focus on the
awareness of the needs of older deafbiind’dual sensory impaired
paople, including the development of policy and practice.

Speakers have been Invited from UK, Swaden, Italy, Denmark, USA,
Finland, Norway, the Metherlands and Spain, and the working
languages of the gaminar are English and [talian.

For more information about program content coniact: Anneke
Balder, Stichting Doof-Blinden, Professor Bronkhorstlaan 10,
2723 MB BILTHOVEN, The Netherlands, fax: +31 30 229 18 B4,
For more information about payment, accommodation and other
practical izsues contact William Green, Lega del Filo d'Oro, fax

+38 71717102

2001 Dbl
European
Conference

The Sth European Conference
will b held in tha Netherands
from 24 unbil 22 July 2007
Thara iz a possibility for
workshops, courses and
saminars 10 “piggy back” the
conterence from Saturday 21
until Tuesday 24 Juby. If vou
are interested in taking up this
opporunity pleass contact:

Arnneke Baldar

stichiing Doof-Blinden
Profassar Brouleharstiaan 10,
3723 MB Bilthowven

Tha Metheriands

Telephone; +371 30 2250604,
fax: +31 30 229184,

January — June 1298



COMMUNICATION

CUEmmunication: Beginning

communication with people
who are deafblind

Sharon Barrey Grassick Co-ordinator of Deaf-Blind Services
at Western Australia Deaf-Blind Association (Inc)

Where to Begin

Clear and concise information can be particularly
useful for supporters of deafblind people who may be
starting work on communication for the first time
Although the following practical guidelines have
been written primarily for use with people who are
congenitally, or pre-lingually, deafblind, steps 1-4.in
carticular contain information that can be useful
when communicating with individuals who are
adventittously deafolind,

Approach

The initial contact you make with a person who is
congenitally deafblind is critically important - it may

even open the gatewsy to commiumication and
langusge :!:-';cl::'-pln.:r!;t-

Consider the following: a person with hearing and
vision is given many incidental cues about another
person approaching evién from quite a distance. One
may be able to tell whether it is a child or an adult;
whether male or female, As the person comes closer,
one mav recognise the voice, facial expressions and
body language. One will certainly know whether the
_;'-u--;;-n is familiar or a complete stranger, and it may
be possible to establich the mood that persen is in;

The person wha is deafblind will not have the
advantage of this distance information that hearing
and sighted people take for granted.

The person who is deafblind must therefore be
approached appropriately. This means offering
useful, meaningful information in the maost non-
threatening way possible.

How can this be achieved?
Lntil relizble assessments of hearing and viskon can be
made, we must never assume that a person who is
deatblind krows we are approaching, or knows who we
are anoe contact s made. CUEmmumication, or Touch-
Cue Communication, can be used to provide meaningful
mformation through a combination of approach, tangible
object cues, touch cues, and touch signs/ gestures.
Consistent use of the following technigues will
provide an opportunity for establishing a predictable

routine upon which forther communication amd
language development can be built. This simple, but
structured, technique can be used with very voung
childreen, as well as adults

Practical Steps to CUEmmunication

Before making any contact with the person whi s
deafbling, it is important to consult with parents and
service providers to gain information with regard to
types af communication that have been used, sign
names and preferred activities.

Remember, the following steps will need to be
adapted to suit the individual needs and preferences
of bhe deafblind persan.

S5TEP1
Before making any physical contact approach from
the front, if at all possible, and move to the sde as

you come cloger, This gives the person the
apportunity to use whatever residual visio
or peripheral, he may have.

n. central

STEP 2

Talk naturally as you approach, saving the person’s
naime, and saving who vou are, e.g. | ’. w. It's
Sharon here”. This gives the petson | the opportunity

to use whatever residual hearing he mav have. Move
to about 20cm of his ear and contiiue |
naturally. Speak clearly and use good voice inflection
and intonation.

Mever shoul. Shouting only distorts sound and

may cause discomfort,
At this case proximity important information can be
gained from intonation, pitch and/ or breath stream
Any seent of perfume or after-shave may give the
person a valuable cue as to who vou are

However, do not wear strong perfume or

after-shave. This can be very offensive to

some people, as can the smell of cigarette

smoke on hands or breath,

STEP3
Now vou can introduce yourself, Gently place the
back of your hand against the back of his hand. Leave

Dbl Review




COMMUNICATION

your hand there until he initiates further contact, such
as moving his fingers or fecling your hands for rings
o a bracelet

Be patient. Wait for the person to make

the next move,
If there is a piece of jewellery that is always worn, or a
distinguishing characteristic such as a beard, guide
his hand to it each time. [f this is done consistently, he
will eventually seek the "cue' himself.
Never grab or force things into the palms of the
hands, as these are the "eves’ of a person who is
deaftblind.
STEP 4
Say “Hello", If he offers a palm yon may make a
eircular movemént ente his palm to say “hello” or on
to the back of his hand.

Eemember, forcing hands or objects into a
deafblind person‘s hand without warning or
introduction can result in untold damage.

STEF S
Initially use only one letber or sign as a sign name for
the person. A possible sign name wounld be to
fingerspel] the first ietter of his name, e.g., “hella J°
and direct his hand to point to himself, and say “You
are J{oe)." Then guide his hand to point to you and to
tauch vour personal distinguishing cue as you say
your name, “['m Sharon”. Then guide his hand back
to point to himself and to tingerspell °1” into his hand.
Repeat the procedurne.
Always give the person enough Lime to initiate a
response. Sometimes we are too eager to ‘help”
and we shape or prompt the person’s hands info a
response before they have had enough time to
process their next move,

STEPG

Yo can now proceed with an activity. Take Joe's
lpad. Respond to any communication attempts: If he
indicates a preference for a particular activity,
respond accordingly. At this stage he may wait for
you to initiate an achivity,

STEPT
Give him meaningful information about the
forthcoming activity. Never assume that he
understands what you expect bim to dos or what you
plan to do with him. Consistent use of a meaningtul
object, or cue, presented before an activity can help in
the development of an association with and an
anticipation of that activity,

The object, or cue, should be meaningful to him,
consistently used and relate to the activity.

= Remember to choose appropriate objects for
characteristics that will appeal to the individual
persin,

* The obyect can be presented before the activity and
if this is done consistently e will build up

January—June 1998

associations and will begin to antici pate the related
activities presented with the object.

* The object goes with him and stavs with him
during the activity, When finished, he can then
place the object in a particular container. The
container could be the object to indicate the
concept af *finished".

» Natoral gestures and iconic signs can be paired
with the objects, e.g. moving the arms to indicate
swimming; hand to moeuth to indicate eat; hand on
head to indicate hat for going outside, ete,

* Always use you voice and tell him what is
happening. Give every opportunity for language
input.

* If the person is in a chair; never move the chair in
or oul without first indicating what you intend to
doy; e.g., tap the back of the chair or the handles {if
it is a wheelchalr). Always let the person know
who is there.

STEF 8
Maloo a conscious effort to say “hello™ and
“goodbye”. The person who is deafblind will not see
you coming or going, nor will he hear you saying
“hello” or “goodbye”, so vou must approach him to
give him this information.
Respect the deafblind person’s need for
consistent CUEmmunication.
STEF 9
If you must leave the person for a short period
indicate this by telling him and accompany it by a
touch cue, perhaps a gently squeeze on the shoulder.
Always let him know who you are when you
come back o him, even if you have only been
away for a minute.

STEP 10

CUEmmunication is really nothing more than good
common sense, Used consistently it will give the
deafblind person a reason to trust you and motivation
to actively communicate.

What is important in effective communication is
not g0 much the variety of communication methods
and number or signs vou know, but how you use that
knowledge. Respect for the communication methad
that is used and understood by the deafblind person
s anessential first step

ASSUME NOTHIMNG!

For further information on CUEmmunication
including reférences and recominended reading
please contact Sharon Barrey Grassick, Co-ordinator
of Deaf-Blind Services, WA Deaf-Blind Association
{Inc), 151 Guildford Road, P.O. Box 14, Maylands
6051, Telephone +9 272 1122 (voice)

+ 9 272370 3524 (text), fax + 9 272 6600, email
grassickEiinet.nel.su.



COMMUNICATION

Body signing: a functional
strategy for introducing language
to students who are deafblind

Sandy A Joint is

The concept of Body Signing began in 1979 with a ten
vear old boy who was born profoundly deaf and with
less than & /60 sight, He had lost most of his sight
through Clanooma and had littie more than shape
perception in one eve, It was therefore decided that
tactile Angerspelling be introduced o him. In the interim
to maintain his existing communication, an expressive
vocabulary of 18 manual signs were presenbed ongo his
body. The result was the development of a
commurication system and methodology that
gombined fingesspelling, body signs, speech, models
andd Braille to maximize language development.

The student flourished and later became the first
deatbiind student to be integrated into a high schoal,
upon completion he ertered university, In 1990 he
whas awarded the “Young Auskealivn of Bae Year
Amard”. The student, Brendan Borelling, is now
studving Sociology at the University of Quesnsland,
and is expected to gain a Bachelor of Arts in 1998, For
guick and incidental communication he continues to
use Body Signs and has helped to demenstrate the
technique of body signing in this article.

What is body signing?

Body signing is both a tactile communication system
and & methodojogy designed 1o assisl language
development of deafblind and duat sen sory impaired
students who have no, or extremely limited
expressive language.

This communication systermn invalves the
communicator pointing, drawing or making varied
hand shapes and movements directly onto the face,
arms; body and legs of the student. In many ways
body signing ts an elaborate system of touch clues.
I'hie difference is that body signs are congistent and
can be presented insentence form.

The rationale behind the body signing system of
communication was the need to find the most
effective method to communicate a sign b0 a student
with the least possibility of mis-interpretation. The
systern ensures that the presentation of the sign
allowws at least one hand free lo maintain contact with
the environment, an object or experience being
communicated, As the student does not have fo cease

Educational Advisor on Deatblindness
for the state of Queensland in Australia

an activity and have both hands manfpulated to
communicale, there is greater understanding of the
concept being communicated, and importantly
tolerance of the communication process.

Body signing methodolegy 18 based on natural
development. As a result, the first stages of the
methodology concentrate on the development of
receplive language. Receptive language with an infant
is not automatic, itis learnt and takes time. Infants
requirne over a vear of intense receptive language
input to express a few simple words that can be
understood by those closest to them. With Body
Signing the emphasis i on language immersion o

“make e child readyy”, rather than fordng signing
shapes before an understanding of what signed
shapes mian or why they are needed.

The Budy Signing Method has been divided into
atages. Stage one of Body Signing is appropriate for
students with none or extremely limited language.
Words introduced are based upon:

B words used by parents to babies

B words nieeded to undertake care tasks(
development of daily living skills

B words that make most use of the senses that have
nol been affected e.g. names of abjects toudhed by
deafblind students in familiar crvironments

B commonly eaten fopds

W ease of sign production

How to produce Body 5igns

The secret to Body ‘_',-n.,-l ng 1% Do able o lock st am
rmarial sign and then decide how it I
prisented or adapted §
be it a Body Sign. orone handed co-active, or hand
over hand s1gn

Signs made menually on or near to the body are
u!_-u.:l-ih the casiest bo .'::_.:,1 pt Thead apiation th:'l.l_'l.ll.:;
invirlves the communicator using one hand pointing:
drawing or making hand shapes directly onta the
person who is deafblind in the same pesition as the
manual sgn,

T TR R
Farmm an ofie
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COMMUNICATION

What are the advantages of body
signing?

[here are many advantages of body signing. Firstly
because body signing is 8 method of presenting signs
it-can be.adapted to any signing code e.g., Makaton,
Signed English, Auslan, Amsian. As Body Signs are
basied on a manual method the student’s vocabulary
can be easily expanded, this allows the student the
opportunity to be able to communicate with the deaf
community. In addition:

B body signs can be presented beside the student so
there is less invasion of space

B voung deafblind babies and peeple who are
deafblingd without language often do not ke the
manipulation that nocurs with full co-active
signing

B body signs help prepare the student to tolerate and
understand the necd for co-active instruction

B there is less fatigue for both the student and the
coMmmunicator

B the technigue allows communicalors more
ppportunities o repeat simple sentences and
emphasise specific words — the cornersiome of the

methodology

B communicabion usting body sipns i instanbinsous,
signing related wards or sentences while the
sludent is experiendng an emotion, object, or
EXPETIENTE

W there is no requirement to wait for a student to stop
an activity before signing to them

W the funchional use of residusl heonng and vision is
enhanced-as body signs help to £ill in the gaps of

1 Shower - place
fingertips of cupped
hand gently on the
top of the student’s
head twice ¥

January—dJune 1998

2 Wake up - place your
index finger and thumb
together next to the eye
of the student, move this
formation apart &

what can nob be underdtood through sight and
soumnd,

Conrepts are theretore much easier bo associate fo
signs. If a student is eating fooad, the name of the load
should be presented r-;"pi.alr_dl'. The student can then
learn to express actual choices and not manipolated
*imresned cfiotees "

Signs should be made on the student’s body to
express fechings. For instance if a child is smiling a
smile sign should be drawn onto their face to
reinforee the concept of emile, If the stadent is erying,
a ory sign can be used to éxpress cryving, This helps
the bonding process and improves responsiveness
between the student and the communicator.

Perfaps the greatest advantage of Body Signing
and its strategies is that it provides'a better and more
prec se warning syslerm This allows the student to
know exactly what is about to happen to them, ar
antictpate what they are aboul to eal or drink. The
confusion of day to day activities and the fear of the
unknowin is greatly reduced,

Body Signing in Action

Bisdy Signing ssa communication svatem has recently
boen mtroduced to students in some Cueensland
schools and some residential posl-schonl settings,
Through interactive workshops a very positive start
has Been made to underfine the use of body signing
with children and voung people.

Fur more information on Body Signing please contacl:
Sandy A Joint, Educabional Adviser Deatblindness
{Statewidel, Low Incidence Linil, Marbethong State Special
School, 25 Salisbuiy Streel, Buranda, Queensland,
Australia 4102, Tel: +61 7 3391 T711; Fax: +61 7 3393 0954, or
Deathlind Association of Queensiand, Fax +61 7 38 31 4507

Examples of Body Signs
demonstrated by Brenden
and Sandy

2 Smile - move the tip of your index
finger from the lip crease of the
student to their lower cheek in a
small arc &
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Congenital Rubella Study

Late iast auturnn, the Canadian Deafhlind and Rubells Association (CODBRA) launched
its study of the fate emerging medical and hehavioural manitestations related to
congenital rubella. This study is being undertaken through funding from the Canadian
Federal Governmant. The ruballa study is being co-ordinated by Stan Munroe, Vice
President of the CDBRA, and himsell & parent of a young man with congenital rubella.
Stan was assistad in the development of this study by & steering committee of persons
axpatianced in the education of individuals with dealbilindness caused by congenital
rubelia and who ware algo working with adults who are congenitally deafbiind.

he sieerng cammittag

first developad a detailed

questionnaire aimed &l
capluring the educational,
healih and developmental
profile of Indwviduals with
congeniial rubelia, from bifth
ta thelr currant age. The
guastionnaire was also
degigned 1o oblain

information on-such aspacts The md'
as the nature of the rubedla was

infection, the perod of H
pragnancy during which the dﬁ'!“ ed to
mother confractad rubslla, locate as
paficulars about the

individual's birth, and spacific  Many
IT?:;-I:I“?: ah:t:rl:at the health  jpndividuals
o TiN MOLers.

The sty was designed (o as Fuﬁlhlﬂ
locate s many individuais as  |p Canada
possitle in Canada who were
vighims of conganital rubalia. who were
This included individuals who  yictims of
wera deaf, blind and
deafblind whose dissbiity ~ congenital
could be tracad te congenital  ruhella.

rubedla. This study focus
reguired a complicated
endaavour to locate from the
target sensary disability
groups-and from all age
Qroups 8 sample size large
ancugh to make: statislically
gigniticant obsan/ahons and
conciusions,

The project leadar
established a large network
of pontacls or facilitators
throughout Canada, from ihe
province of Mewfoundland to
the province of British
Columbizg, These faciitators
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ware recruited to assist with
Incating indhviduals with
congenital rubella, to gain
consent fram thasa
Individuals or family membears
to parlicipate in the study, 1o
assist with the distribution of
guestionnalres and o assist
individuats and family
members, if requesied, to
complete ihe quastionnairas.

Cartasts wara established
by the project leadar with an
array of individuals, family
members, organizations and
facilibes, These ncluded key
representalives from he
vanous Chapters of the
CDBRA; key persannal {ram
the independeant Fiving
facilties and adult programs;
deafblind services
consultants with varous
Prowvincial offices of the
Canadian National Institute
for the Biind; educafion and
health personnel with varous
Provincial Schools for the
Biind and Schaals for the
Deaf; consuliants from
several Hearing Impalied
Azsociations and
payvoholpgists and health
perscnnal from g number of
regional psychiatric eentras,

Oince the gquestionnaires
were distributed, the intart
was o have individuals
completa the surveys
themselves, if that was
possibla, or with assistance
from a facilitator. YWhere this
was not feasible, family

memoars wera urged 1o
caomplete the surveys by
themselves. Ina few
circumsiances, whers neither
of these two siluations was
possible, facilitators
complalad he sLUREYE,
following consent receved
frarm family membears, relying
on the medical histary files
located in facilities where the
individuals resided.

By 1 April 1838, some 155
guestionnaires wera
diztributed by the project
teader fo consaniing
individuats and family
members and to 1he wide
network of iacifitators
establishad throughoul
Canada. The facilitators in
{urn disltribulad
quastionnaires o individuals
and family members to whom
they had made contact and
gained consenl. Thig nurribar
of questionnaires 15 expecied
to incraase o 200 or mors as
more individuals are located
who maat the qualifying
criteria. Ag of May 15, soms
60 complated questionnalras
were received. A prefimingry
report an tha study 15 plannad
ior presentation at the 6th
Annual Canadian Conference
on Deafblindness,
Mizslzzauga, Ontaro, August
12-15, 1998, A mara
complete and comprehengive
analysis of the study is
axpacted to be completed by
the end of August, 1988
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Latvia project

rn Latvian the word

"deafbfind” does not exist

We dor't have any
deaiblind people” was the
surprising response over the
phane from the Latvian
capital, Biga. “4s there aren’t
any, there's no need fofrain
aur siafl”

| worked an the Latvia
project with my colleague al
SIHs Uppsala office, Eva
Ekstedt, a consultant for
visually impaired children,
When, on our first visit 1o the
capital, wea clanfied the
Mordic definition in more
detail, explaining that &
deafolind perscn need not
be entiraly deal and blind but
may e dind and have a
sevare hearing impaiment
or, for exampla, ba sevaraely
visually and hearing
impaired, there was much
more infarest. We agraed
that instead of using tha
word "deafbling”, we waould
usa the term “combined
visual and hearnng
impalrmant”,

In ke firsl phase of the
project; defiming
deafolindness was a
complicated problem.
Deafblind people have bean
2gan as paychologically
disturbed and placad in
mental homes or cared for by
close relatives, They never
appeared inany statistics
and seldom found their way
lo organisations for the Dlind
or the deaf "You have no
future, " was tha comment

January —.June 1923

The National Swedish Agency for Special Meeds Education (81H)
has taken on the job of passing on Information on deafblindress in
Lalvia and Lithuania. Hannele Sundberg, Project Co-ordinator,
writes about the Laivia project and the Seminar on Deafblindness

held in Riga, Latvia in February.

made by ona dostor to a 35
yvear-oid deafblind manl

According 1o the above
gefinition, in purely statistical
terms thare should be 400—
S0 adult deafblind people in
Latvia, After thraa visits to the
country and & four day
seminar, we have heard
abaut ten in the Riga area,
2o where arg the othar 330 -
4907

Although the Laivians
ware inilially doubtiul about
our work, interest in the
project Increasad with every
phone call we made and
each fax we seni. YWhan tha
seminar stared in Febnzary
there was litlle space for all
the teachers, doctors and
sockal workears who weara
keen to attend. At itz most
crowdad, we had 55 peapla
squeezed inio our small
conlerence room, a formar
ariist’s studio in the attic of a
renovated nineteanth century
houze in the chaming old
part of the town.

Because we succeadad in
raising the profite of the
deafblind issue, bringing it to
attention al mindstry level, the
right people listened o our
message al an aarly staga.
This raised the status of the
prigect and increased interest
in the seminar, Leading
reprasaniatives of
organisations for the bind
and the deaf alse ook part in
all discussions and for the
firsl fime teachars and
meadical specialisis discussed

Deafblind
people have
been seen
as psycho-
logically
disturbed
and placed
in mental
homes or
cared for by
close
relatives.

the most common form of
deafblindness = Ushar
syndrome,

A gignificant result of 1he
saminar was that the
participants, doctors,
teachars and social workers
alike, recognised thal
deafbling people should be
BEEN A3 & soparate group of
disabled paople and that
initiative must be taken as
000 as possinla o trace the
hundreds of deafblind
Latvians who are living in
isalatian, most of them over
&0 vears old,

Omnie 1his is done, Work
can procead in traning
interprefers, helpers, and
specialists =10 build on the
excelient wark that has
startad with this succassiul
SEMINEr.

A deafblind pensionar who in the
days preceding the seminar gained a
place in the rehabilitation centre for
the blind in Riga. He is now learming
to weave various types of basket.
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ez Vacha, Directar
B of the Helen Kellar

Irestitute for the Deaf
and Dreafblind, has baen
honoured wice in regent
manths for her culstanaing
gontributian te the
development of sarvices o
children and adulis with

sansory impairments in india.

She has recslvad the
Mational Award for
Individual for Best Work
Done in the Cause of the
Digabled and bean awardad
the 1997 Diwaliben
Mohanial Mehta Award for
Excellence in Application

of Science & Technology in
Hearing Impairment. Boin
highly prestigious awards,
Beroz graciously accepted
tham from the President of
India and the Dalal Lama
respectivaly. The Instilute
staff are naturally parboulady
proud of their director and the
Dol salutes her ouistanding
achisvamanis.

Beroz has travelled widaly
aver the years and is very
well known around the world
for her wisdom, kindness
and, above all, her
determination, Becenily, she
has been working hard 1o

Beroz N Vacha

establish the Halan Kellar
Institute and residential
centra on the samea-sila na
riew building in Mew Bombay
For tha past threa o four
vears fundraising and
planning have bean going
hamd-In-nand, and a stat wi
be mads so0m.

Beroz is & brillian:
networker and a kay figure
wittnin '_|'|E inrernainona!
deafbling comrmumty.

Cmne long standing friand
and cotleague Ann Bamet,
former Chief Exacutive of the
mMatonal Deaf-Blind League
[now Dreafbling LK), provides

Dol Review




AWARDS

us with this insight:

'Tha guotation which
Beroz lives by is so aph

“A hundred fimeas a day, |
remind myself, that my inner
and cuter life depends an the
labours of other people lving
and dead, and | must axart in
the sama measure that which
| have recaivad and am
receiving and pass it on o
pastanty”

Mo one can be mare
desarving than Baroz. Baroz
never assumes persanzl
aceclaim bul considers harself
a regresentative of the schoal
and her colleagues, whose
patient work and caring
deadlcation overcame
seemingly insurmountable
challenges and problems.
Beroz's late husband MNari
was supportive of her work
egpacially in raising moneay
for the school and gave her
strangth and encouragement
to succeed in-all her
endeavolurs.

Beroz gives, and is, an
inspiration o us all. & guiet
leader who achieves so much
and sharas with olhers har
kricwhedge, experience and
her home = it eoubd bea
visitor, student or one of the
childran from the school with
ne where togo, One of my
fondest memares isof tha
litthe deafblind baby Ashok.
Where athers could not sea
hiz potential Beroz's belisf
that avery child should ba
loved and educated gave
hirm, and othar daafbling
children, a place in sociefy.

| know of no other parson
who works sa firelessly, gives
sa much 5o selftessly for the
bengfit of others.”

January = June 1998

“I really
appreciate
that almost
after ten
years of work
for deafblind
persons in
Colombia,

| finally got
a recognition
in my own
country”.

Ximena Serpa

in

ENTRE

g

he award

commemaratas a

famous woman wha, at
tha tender age of 15, fought
for independence to protect
Colombian soldiers from the
Spanish, As a result she was
shot when she was just 21
yaars oid,

Given by the Rofary club
al her native city a madal |5
awarded (0.8 Woman Working
for the gaod of the
community, i is accompanied
by & parchment scrodl

On receiving this award,
Ximana explainad tha work
she does with children and
adults wha are dealblind. Shea
explained the hard work in
selling up har private
program, the sucecess with
the adulis in Latinamarica
and the new wark in Bolivia,
Uruguay and Brazil warking
for Sense International fo
Inoraase services [or
deafblind persons, She
acknowladged the support o
the Sweadish Government

Tha celabrations for the
award involved a musical
aevent with childran playing
and afterwards a service al
tha main church, In-all the
houses the Colombian flag
was on show in the windows

and in the fown izellf aach

person had a ttle Colomixan
flagin hes-her hand.

Then the whole procession
wart, wilh the same band, 1o
the monumeni dedicated fo
tha hemine far a minule's
silence. They then continwed
with ihe childran to visil the
museum to hier honour and
aftarwards funch with the
Wayor’,

Ximana was deaply
affected by the attenfion she
racaived from tha
townspeogple, wha wanted
her photograph and 1o
express their grafitude for the
servicas she opearales n
Cotombis and Latinamenca
for dealblind people. She was
paricutarly proud as her
husband and daughtier ware
present, As Ximeana tokd
therm: | really appreciate that
almoat aiter fen years of work
for dealblind parsons in
Cotombia, | finally got &
recognithon in my own
country’,
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Coenditions and syndromes that can result in deafblindness

Goldenhar Syndrome was
named in 1952, when Dr
Goldenhar wrote about a
number of facial problems that
terd fo oocur Bprether
Goldenhar is guite variable with
somu commam-abnormalitics.

Drefinition

A variety of terms have been
psed to describe this extremely
varable disorder. According to
mechical Isterattre, when
malformations primarily involve
the jaw, mouth, and ears and, in
mosl cases; affect one side of the
body (unilateral), the disorder is
often referred to as Hemifacial
Microsomia T sbnormalitics of
the vertebrae and the eyes are
atso present, the disorder is
aften called Goldenhar
Syndrome. Within medical
literature, the torm Oculo-
Auriculo-Vertebral (OAV)
Spectrum i= often used
synonvmously with Goldenhar
Syndrome and Hemitactal
Microsomia. However, due to
the complexaty and varying
severity and expression of OAY
Spectrum, some researchirs
suggest that Hemitacial
Microsomia and Goldenhar
eyndrome actually represent
different aspects or levels of
severity of DAY Spectrum,
Goldenhar Svndrome 14 also
considered a variant of
Cranofacial Microsomia which
is the second mast common
facial birth-defect after clett lip
and palate,

Qccurrence & Inharitance
Patterns

CGoldenhar is prevalent in males
(7] and affected individuals
may have asymmetrical small

In the fifth of our series on causes of
deafblindness, this edition examines

Goldenhar Syndrome &5

ears and mouth with hypoplasia of
the jaw, mouth and eyes (with
epibular dermoids). In addibion
abnormalities often involve the
skeletal, cardiac, central nervous
and renal systems Hearing loas
varies from near normal o severe;
vision debect, induding diplopia of
various degrees. Moderate learning
disabilibes may pocur inabout 107
ol Casos.

There is very little evidence to
pxplain why Goldenhar Syndrome
occurs. In most cases it appears to
ocour randomly, with no apparent
couse; nothing similar has ever
happened in the family before, and
there is little chance of it happening
again. However, in some cases,
posttive family histories have been
present that have suggmestisd
aubpsmal dominant or recessive
inheritance: In addition, some
resiarchers suggest that the
disorder may be coused by the
interaction of many genes, possibly
in combination with environmental
factors — multifactorial inheritance,

There are cases of identical twins
in which anly one has the
syncrome, #ven though they
received the same genetic
blueprint; whilst other researchers
describe examples of siblings
having Goldenhar Syndrome.
There are a few families with an
aftected person having a 50%
chance of passing on the syndrome.
Family history may include cleft lip
or palate, unusually shaped ears,
asymmoetry of fce, small chin,
skeletal problems, eyve
abnormalities, intermal probléms or
speech and dental problems,

What is known is that a baby’s
face forms during the 8th-12th
week of pregnancy, by several
different tvpes of tissue growing
together, meeting at the same time

and place to form facial features
The tissoes that will become the
tace and jaw start out separats
from the upper part of the face
In Goldenhar Syndrome;
something goes wrong with this
meeting. Sometimes the Hssue
does not seal leaving the mowuth
arvd upper A longer on one
side; sometimes there is extra
skin where tissue has sealed near
the ear, or skin covers the ear
openting: and sometimes the chin
and jaw lines do not properly
develop,

Prognosis
Children with Goldenhiar

Syndrome usually loak forward
to along life and normal
intelligence.

Useful Contacts

Mrs Nicola Woodgate
Goldenhar Syndrome Family
Support Group

% Hartley Court Gardens
Cranbrook

Kent TAIT 30

Mational Organization for Rare
Disorders Tnc,

PO Box 8923

MNew Fairfield

CT6812-2923, LISA

http:f { www goldenhar.com
goldenharlitml
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Culture and Creative Being

Klaus Vilhelmsen is head of the school department at Instiutienen for Devblinde,
Denmark. IDB is the Danish provision for congenitally deafblind adults.

“To attain the freedom to
live happily with others you
need to see yourseif as part
of the culture and the
culture as part of yourself”

& couple of years ago we
developad an exciling project
about water, As part of tha
project we visited the beach
and collected a lof of different
things. We collected
geawsead, stones, sand, snail
shalls, wooden boxes, plastic
botties, fishing-nets, efe. On
Our peturn, we made 3
sculpture out of the materials
The sculplure becama richly
cotourad and had diffearent
slructures and scents. On the
fop we placed a plashic can
with a lot of pedorations. We
connected a water hose to
the can =20 that water could
run down the whole
soulpture, |t cartainly was a
sculpture creating a lat of
SENSoryY Impressions,

During the parents
woskend shorily after we had
fimishied the sculpture, wea
rmade a similar visit to the
beach, The parents, tha
students and siaff made a
new sculpture, Whean it was
finished | stood beside a
father and we lalked about it
He pointed at the sculpiure
and said; "Well Klaus, is this
really &t ?"

January — June 1998

&t that particular momant |
did not know what 1o answer,
| had ta think if cver. This s a
question | will come back to
alar inthis articla.

Culture

Al the Institution for Deafbling
people, we all work inside a
cullural framework. Durling
the last few years we have
been discussing the valua of
seging teaching and fearning
i tha lbght of deafblind
culture. If a group has no
parceived cultural belonging,
its members are in danger of
losing their identity, This
leads o 8 marginalisation
society with the possible risk
of losing fundamiental human
rights.

We agreed deafblind
culture consists of three
elemeants;

# the cammon cultura in
society,

# specific deafbling
alemeanis,

# the indrvidual instifution,

With thiz in mind the
deafblind people, thekr
families and siaff will all be
partof the cultural experience
in our instifution,

One thing that deafidind
paapla can teach ws In
paticular, i to learm io pay
maore attention toall our
senses. Bul this is not easy,
& Danish philosopher savs
about this;: "As human beings

we have two — and only two —
wavs I which we can
siructure our approach o the
world, Cine is by cognilive
urdarstanding and the othear
iz through sense perception,

In our cullure, however, wa
have that problem that our
sanga parceplion 15 drowned
by our cognitive
understanding. We always
expeTencs our senses onthe
canditlons of our cognitive
undarstanding,

Al the Institution for the
Deaiblind we don't see the
cancept of cullure as a
fashionabla idea, but s a
social framewaork through
which tha dealblind person
can understand himself
ihrough perceiving, having
axparences and hrough self-
axprassion both far his own
benefit and for the continuad
developmant of the culture,

Aesthetics and
the development
of identity

We look af culture as a
framewark embracing the
three concepis — creativity
idantily and quality of lifa
Where creativity is the basis
for developmant of identily,
and where the possibility of
uging and developlng onas
creativity as basis for
exploring one's identity 1=
poszibie, a better and mare
fulfiling guality of lite |s
experienced
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We undarstand creativity
io mean "the ability lo create
oneself again”, Inthis way
new undersianding and naw
possibilites for action are
creatad, Creativity s also the
dimension, which evokes tha
connection balwean faniasy
and product

The ahility to be creative
can be looked upon ag one of
the essenbal componanis
ek,

You cannol ba glven an
identity, it is devetoped
through a personal procass,
2o by giving peace, space,
and access o deafblind
people they can initiate and
maotivate this personal
process. In order todo this,
daafblind people must ba
given the possibifity for selt-
managament, indepandence,
and paricipation in making
dacisions. IU's imporiant 1o
see the "achons” of &
dgealblind person-as an
expression of identrty,

Al IDB we agreed that
aasthatic education is an
important dimension in the
tormation of [dentty it
deaiblind people. Assihetics
in this regard has to be
undersicod broadly 63 sense
permception agather with-ihe
axpression which the
deafolindg persan glivas i1, It
imporiant that eveny single
persan can express himssll

n NIS-OWwWn larms

When we use the assthallc
perspectve-as part of the
basis for co-operalion wiln the
shudents, we findaf least two
imporant consaguencas for
teaching and leaming.

* working togethar wiih
deafblind adults, is not just
about comipensating faf
functional dizabilities. We
have fo ook at the human
badng bahind the handicap
and give this parson the
apportunity togrow and
demanzirate self
axpression;

# the deafblnd person must
hava tha opportunily 1o
fave sEnsory expenences,
refine these expariances,
and gevelop ways of
grpressing tham, nthis
way it will be possible for
othar people 10 ralaie to
the arlistic expresaions of
the deafblind person. In
other words. a
communication 1s
established,

Back o the water soulpture.
Iz thiz reaily arl, the father
asked me. What is mas!
important, the process or the
product? The process thal
inveives co-operation in
craating the sculpture as wall
as the individual contributions
really ks impartant. The
product is important as it
coniribulas to communication
and the commaon culiure,

Al our centre the adults
have & range of ways 1o
davelop differant assihetic
mades of seif expression,
they wanl o, thay can wark
ariistically in the sheltared
warkshop, but in addition
there are apportunities to
work on longer term projects
including theaire work with
professional actors. One
such project was the
development of & piay in
wihich sound ellecis and
music were Uzad and
shadow-theatre was alsa part
of the performance

The deafblind
perspective

One consequence of working
togather with deafblind adults
iz that we have recognised
that our job 15 not [ust about
compensating for functional
dizabilities. We have 1o ook
ai the persan behind the
handicap and give this
person ihe opporunily 1o
grow and show salf
EXpression,

FOCUS ON THE ARTS

The Denish philosophar
saran Kierkegaard has
tackled the sarme queston, He
saya "I you understand the
secret of forgetting yoursal!,
while talking with another
parson, you have found tha
besi way to leam whal this
cther parsor i5-all about”.

When we work on theaire
projects, Tor examale, we nave
the opportunity 1o get o know
ene arothar, This g a good
way o be jogetheras i
Irvolves a ol of leaming such
as imitation, co-oparation, and
Imeaivarnant in zocial
pitUEtions.

ItIs also important for both
deafblind and non-desibling
participants that it k= fun, and
at the zams time an
opporiunity foshare and leam
new things aboul'each oiher!

Music iz anathar medium
for sharing and leaming
creatively. Mow we also ook aj
music not just from the
aducational or therapeutic
wiaw, bul as a culfural
gxpaiience. We all listen 1o
musc, b i a powerful medum
and deafblind pecple
axpariente musle, sound, and
vibrations in their-own way,

Freedom, Self
Expression and
Identity

In'an odd Nordie sanze the
concept of freedaomis the
same as having a “whole
spirt”. We believe fhat
dealblind culture cerives from
creativity which helps o
develop sirony personal
identity, and a5 8 result 3
batter quality of [ife.

A gense of dantity is
limkad. with e concepi of
freedom. If you don't have an
[edantity, you don't have the
basis for freadom and
independence, and &5 a
result to be agual with othar
pesple in 3 cultural context,

Chl Review



FOCUS ON THE ARTS

R \ iy
| B
: 4

‘Water Sculpture’ -
a collaborative piece
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Tina Olsen

Tina lves at IDB. She has a8
well developed sanse of touch
in her hands, leal, and lips, by
which she explores her
surrcundings. Tina axplores
parscns and things, and she
wiorks 8 lptwith dofls and lguras
— oul of which she creates her
soulptures She makas
sculnturas oul of old clothing,
which are filled out with foam,
rubber or other materals, The
rasulls ane :':|'|l'-'ﬂ.:."5 SCUpiUres
full of fantasy.

Ting has her gwn studio and
axhibits herwork ragularly. She
knows, that what she creates
has & meaning toother paople
and through her work she
communicates with them.

-

Awn 3/, 3

Anja Sick

Anjig lives al IDBE, she |s
cangeantiatly deatoling Wwith

some sight and hearing. Anjs

PAOrKs Wit giffereni wncE

aesthetical sxpressions She

Makes SXOressive OrEwing
* L

4 Anja’s ‘A Ship’

Dbl Review




FOCUS ON THE ARTS

Sasha Gyori

l'am 17 years oid and | come from Dummerston, VT, | have bean
a student ai Perking School lor the Blind since | was 5 vears old.
| am legally blind and hearing impaired.

| likee bright colours, doing crafis, drawing, painting, working with
pranis and gardening, My lavounte thing to do s draw.

Mow that | am 17 | have several work experiences including
working at a greenhousa in the community and the Howe Press

o

AddLTVE

& ‘Honcock Building”

& “himmy’

» ‘San Francisco’
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Lewis Scott

Lenwia Scodt lvesin Pollokshislds
a0 the south side of Glaggow
Hewas barmin 1963in Mortham
Ireland whera his lamily
continues {0 liva,

Lewis has always had a Keen
intarast [n Artand & recognised
talent which in 1995 led 1o his
raceiving the Helen Kealler
Award Ter the meost axciiing
submission in any art medium
on the subject of dual sensady

GALLERY

impairment, This particular
wark was purchased by tha
Kelvingrove Museum of Ar
Gallery, Glasgow

Lewis works bebwesn
Sensa's Durham Street

Doy Centre.and Project
Ability in Glosgow. Al
theugh his art work
tokes many forms it is
his drowings and paint-
ings that prove mos!
successful and satishy-
ing for lewis, He haos
most recenthy exhibited
ds part of the Glasgow

At Fai

For turther details aboit
the 1998 Helan Keller
Award and antry tarm
please see page 31

Dbl Review
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Alison Hendry

AlsoncameatoSenza 11 years
ago and since June 1994 has
bean a resident of the
Coatbridge House, She
attends Durham Straal
Education Centre regularly o
make use of the Arl facilitias.

Alison has a dual sensary
Impairment and althowgh she
communicates primariy by
sign and the written ward her
art work has proven o be
valuahble communication tool
for ker, both In the namafive
aense g5 well 85 a means ol

January — Juna 1958

expressing her feelings and
amotions,

Alison higs both axhibiad and
sod pleces of her work over the
vears. shehaschosantowriiea
little about harseli

Ty name is Alson. | live in
Coatbridge with four Friands
Mark David. Petar and Tracy. |
ke painling and working in the
Artroom af the Day Cenlre. | ke
swimming and working with
children on Friday morming ai
the Nursery.

L 12 [

.
—

Eme

P

i
1 1

y h 1 1
it

Ad3 ] 1VD
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GALLERY

Gabrielle Labossiere

l'aim 18 years ofd, | am deaf and visually impaired
I.grew up in Mew York City and came 10 Parking
Schiood for the Blind whan | was 11 years old. | like
poing 1o deaf camp, playing baseball and wvisiting
places. My favourite actnities are drawing and
wrlting stonies.

| Hke 1o da mary kinds of art, | am skilled at drawing.
| use middie grlarge sized papar, markars, coloured
pencils and crayons. | also enjoy working with clay,
paint and gliter.

| am Interested in space and rockets, | do like to
sy about the planets. | love to ses many shiny
siars and comals,

‘Deaf Camp” *
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lvanas Jakoneras

When Ivanas Jakoneras,
sculpior, of Vilnius, Lithuania
whao is deafblind got his hands
on:a big lump of clay for the
first tim= n his bfe, he dsdn’
avar want 1o let it go. Hour
after hour he sat at tha tabls,
squeezing i1, fesling Il and
ghaping it, After eight hours
he had sculptured a 27 cm
high Franciscan monk.

Ivanas iz 55. He |lost his
hearing at the age of 3 due o
gxposura 1o oud nedsa during
the Second Word War and
together with the othar
mambers of the family, was
expetied from Lithuania by the
Maziz, His motherwasiorured
wihen she refusad o work for
the Mazis and died when ha
wias only aeight

I 1845 the family were able to
retum fo their home town ol
Viinius. Ivanas went 1o the
school for the deaf, became
the best sludent and was
cansidered to be highly gifted,
He was offered the chanca o
shudy In Moscow but instead
worked in & shoe factony for 30
yaars. Suttarngfram glavcoma
and cataracts, his sight
detericrated. Anaparallonwas
unsuccessfulandtoday hecan
pby just 528 his way aboul in
very stromg light. He lives with
his hearing impaired wile
Benadikta, who has been
diagnosed with Usher's
syndrome, and his 86 year-oid
step mother who looked after
him whan he was little,

January —June 1998

Add | IVO

The Margareta Lofgvist Foundation in Sweden has been working with
deafiiind people in Lithuania. The suppert from the foundation primarily

cantrad on s dealbling people and around 40 biind, wvisualhy-
|mpaired and deaf-blind arphans in Vilmius, A four day aclivity
course for daaflbind paope and thalr relatives was organised, The §
course offared the chance fo try out various types of activity
nciuding the first lesson in how to sculpture figures and usatul
abjects from elay.

For lvanas, Benedikta and three other deafbling people-and
thair relatives, the course, which vwas fres of charge complete
with food and Iodging, was a great holiday and & much-nesded
change of énvironment. It was also an opportunity 10
demonstratein the authoniias that it izwornhwhile o provide activities
fyr penple whio can nalther sae nor kear. Deafblind peapia must have
thve opporiunity fo develop thelr healthy sanses, such as tooch

Thi foundation also paid for the cost of a trip to & famous sculplure
park just outside the capital, where deafblind people can walk around
and study the work of the artists using onby their hands, The wisitars
were so affected by what they ware abla 1o fael that one of them burst
inti tears, Moy ey all wiant 1o visit the park &gain and the foundation
is planninga repeat trip. Newrcultural activities are planned in the summer,
Bo Damm, Freelance Journalist, Sweden
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Art in the School
Curriculum

¥ Apple
picking -
Matalia
{1995)

26

Janka Sarisskd, Director of the Evangelical School for Deafblind
Children in Slovakia, discusses the importance of arl as part of the
educational programme in her school which originally opened its
doors in 1993 and now has eight children in allendance.

From the beginning Art
Education has played a vary
mponant pace in our
aducaticnal work. Through
paintireg and drawing childran
arg ancouraged 10 dayvasp in
a variely of ways. Ard
aducation has a SpIZ."EI&|
moortance for our pupils
bacause | covelops thelr
atiention, visual percephon,
recognition of reality and
buiids their spatial
imagmation Pupits can
express themsalyas through
drawing, painting or
madelling, In additban by
cavexining thair craative
ability we are providing
inities for an aesthefic

sfudents, ar has contributad
to the development and
formation of tharr characiers
and personalities during their
fiva yaars al our school.
Creaiblind children get to
know and undersiznsd the
world around them through
sansory maans. [ onthis
basiz that they learn about
fnamsehas and develop a
conceptual framework for
intallectual development.

Natalia and
Peter

Natlia s 12. She has some
regsidusal hearing, convergent

strabismus and leaming
dizgnilty, Peteris 14 Ha 15
daal, has a-prosthatic aft ava

The Wedding
- Peter (1997/98)

and a right eyvea which is
myopic with mystagmus. Both
attanded fhe school far deat
but the programme was nol
suifabla for them. Whan hay
came te our gchoal & years
agd thay used thalr wision for
onartation in small spaces
ka the classraom, dining
rocim and inilet, The langer
snaces werg 2 problam far
them. Their favourite activity
reking-at picturas of
ssehold things in

T T

e P — e

ta imcraase the number of
signs they used end we 0
this by Using pectures ana
Mustrations. Many activibes
like the drawirsg of Bnes;
madeiling, culting, gluirg, are
helpful in developing fine
mator skills, The goal of thase
activities was to prepare the
childra far the naxl stage -
artistic expression

Dbl Review
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Drawing &
Signing from
Experience

A vary Important activity for
their davelopment was
painting and drawing their
own experiences, Every
axperiance they had we
spoke about using sign
languags. Then | would draw
thiz expenence and the
children watched me. We did
the drawing and painting aof
expariance all through the
year urdil they wara
encouraged to draw
themsalves. The first
drawings wera very hard fo
racagnisa. Matdlia usually
used the right colours but the
shape of the drawing was not
identifiable. Petar drew
people, placas and olhar
details of experiences but the
drawing was only
recogrizabie o him, What
was pleasing is that the
children ware ablae to axplain
the content of their drawing
We drew their experiences
aveary waek and the resulis
improved. But the resulls
weara dependant on the level
of development of the child.

So, how did this
ability develop?

Taday Peler is able 1o
axpress himsel by drawing
and palnting in more detail
than by using sign language
alone. When we speak aboud
hiz experiences, Pater can
racollect them, he enjoys
them againand he has &
reed o pul them on paper.
Firstly Peter did exercisas
fa improve his eye-hand co-
ordination, attention,
concantratien and will. His
drawing then became more
skillul and his hand was
mare sural The content of
his drawings was dependent
on the development of his

January = June 1298

thinking and Imagination,
and, as they improved. so
did his pictures! Gradually
ne started (o draw paapla,
objects and the world
around him, Interastingly the
figures he porlrays arg
usually without clathes but
when he had the very
enjoyable exparience of
joining the wedding
recapian for his favounie
teacher, he painied the
happy couple in clothes! He
Iz fascinated by different
machiries and he is able 1o
draw them exactly. Drawings
of the towns of Presov and
Kosice where the airpom,

ON THE ARTS

swimming pool and cafe all
feature In his work are
particular favourites and rich
in imagery. An interesting
fegture of his pectures s tha
fime sequences. When we
do analyses aof his plelures
he is able o expiain them
very particularly:

Matdlia has progressed
well in comparizan with the
beginning of her stay at
schical. But her reslls are
not so skilled because she s
younger and has more
savane disabilifies than Peler.
Her favauria theme s io
picture families, special
buggles and small children,

3-Dimensional Work

Matdlia and Pater have
another favourite activity.
They like to create diferent
things tram big baxas. Thay
have worked together o
creaie fumifure, a car, a
sultcase, eto,, which they later
uzed ogether in roba play.
Matdlia and Peter have
achiaved the hest rasulls af
all the stwdents studying ari.
The ather sludanis ara
youngerand each isona
different developmeantal leval.
The experience the school
has gained in working with
Matdlia and Peter is now

applied o other students who

also have residual vigion, But
we always need to adapt

these expenances to each
Individual chifd,

The childran craglé wvary
gimple ideas which alzao are
aesthetically effective. The
children through representing
shapes, features and figuras
are able to el what is
imporiant far them and what
is happening In their intemal
world. They also slgnal the
development of imagination,
meamany, thirking and sign
language: But itis the
moments of children's
relaxation while drawing ar
painting, which bring tham
pleasure and enjoyment that
wa regard as the goal of aur
teaching at the school,

A trip to
small
town,
lunch in
restaurant
- Peter
[(1997/98)
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Touchdown

gnce ts percelved as a visual art form

which needs o be visually experienced in

order o be understood. it apparantly
depends upon music and, like all physical
activity imvalving skills, cannat happen withoul
the acquisition of full body awsareness of precise
movemant patiems or language.

How then does one teach dance
to people with a disability of
both sight and hearing?

Dance pradates all physicat activities ather than
walking, running.and climbing. Dance has
always besn usad to axprass fealings, family
occasions and events within the community, 1§
has always bean a vital part of life, with mare
than just recreational or "high” cultural meaning.
Bady-mind integration comes through movamant
and moverment i generally considered essential
19 a batanced [Hastyle; a way 1o axpross
amotion, release lension and communicats.

Dance |2 therefore nod a purely wisual form,
Increasingly dance education is integrating
Tistening’ skills inte training with less emphasts
on the visual and penpheral swing of the limbs,
and more emphasis on ‘sensing the source of
mavement from the centre of the body, The
propiocaptive sense informs us of where we
are, how we are sitfing, standing and our
relationship to gravity. We do not need sight or
haaring fo know our position or to feal subtla
changes, It is through the proprioception of
masarnent that | work with sensony-impalred
people through a movement form called Conlact
Improvisation {C1).

wontact iImprovisation balances factile, non-
vigually bazed learning procass with movarmani
patterning and spatial awareness, Parficipants
lead aach olther in a dialogue guided hrough tha
physical contact they sustain with each other
Thraugh this physical contact they learn 10 read
the intention of their pariner, 1o follow or io
imitiata a change in directian. This might Involve
a dipping down'to prepare-a [ift, or & sudden
Increasa in anergy 1o inltlate a bursl of energetic
dancing, relling, tumbling onto the foor.

Whan working with a group of sensory-
impaired people with sighted parners, we sia
the session with siretches in palrs. Sitling back
to back, one leads and the other follows.,
immadiately & dizlogue through touch s initated
and each reads what the other is deing through
their back. This pattern continues with no-gals
movement and constant contact. The exercises
develop ta standing, using sach ofhier's body
surface to move around a5 a reference point
Trust is addressad by the very natura of tha
wik, Bnd a stop sign is-always agresd

28

beforehand so at any fime
githar dancer can bring a
mawvemeni io an and. Thesa
exercises anhance sach
participant's-awareness of
their and thelr pariners body
dimensions, This helps fo
attaln a baller understanding
of conizet and enables the
poiantial fo expiors naw
VERatkons,

Having complated the
warm-ug EIEI‘GiEEH Wa mbuv'e
It Improvisation. Absence
of structure enables
participants to integrate all
the patterns thay have baan
working on to inter-fink and
mesh logether “digasling’
inte their physical memory,

Touchdown Dance is a
dance company which
specialises in Contact
Improvisation. Katy
Dymaoke describes the
workshops the company
run for sensory-impaired
people.

Each partnership will
therefore be & unlgue
mamant I time, Parinarships
work at their own pace and
within their own physica
limits. There is no need to
keap up with the teachar's
ideas, or follow an external

Dbl Review




Dance

riythim which could remove
focus and attention and
harmper movermneant.

The purposa of thasa
warkshops is o bring each
parficipani as close as
possible o the movements
that they make, Tha
partnerships reflect the
movements and bring tham
10 CONSCIOUSNESS, Opening
them up to mare variety and
possibilifies, Through
improvisation ona can
obseirve and absorb the kinds
of movemants the
participants tend o feel mora
comiarlable with, More
information and
embeallishments s then

added, such as sensing the
ghifting of the cantre of
gravity under our pariner
whar wa lift therm. 1 am
constantly inspired by the
affirmation that dance iz
innate to the body, An
authentic part of our
existence, pan of the un-
ardared and un-thought, that
‘DANCE puts into pure form.

&5 wall as working with
groups withinn schools, gay
cenfras and dance studios,
training is provided for
teachers or staff. The base
line is communicalion
through touch, and from this
we challenge our parceplions
of dance within accessible
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procasses. Dance is constantly being labeled, |
you can't call it samething like modem or
contemporary, ballet or Kathakali, then it can't
be dance! However, expressive movement is not
simply therapy or communication, Tha job is to
convince providers and participanis, who have
agsumed that traditional dance “styles” on offer
are not approoriate for people with sensory and/’
of motor impairment, that dance is Foral™.

In reality thera is planty of form to &
‘movement’ sesgion. Touchdown Dance
warkshop sassions are planned with a
developmental theme. Sessions offer a gulding
ling o enable a rewarding experience and
attemnpts to alfirm that dance transcends the
body. Wa condane the ‘therapeutic’ aspect to
dance as any movement is baneficial with
therapeullc effects:

What are the benefits of Dance?

The satisfaction experenced by the participant
is the pura physical liberation, the unbound
physical expression in-g safe ervironment; the
permitted extravagance ard indulgence; the
expression of feeling shared across the space:
the ecknowledged legitimacy of this expression,
and the feeling of selt aftirmation. of finding
ona's parsonal spaca.

On discovering oneself in dance, the dancer
slarts o sanse an dentity beyond the daily
boundaries of exparience. All the faciitator can
hope for 1= 1o nurture this and witness the
dancer's discovery. The elemant of sansing the
zall ks a conlinucus process, We Sense
oursehves and who we arg through the response
of athars.

Contact Improvisation franscands form and
tachnique to find a dance style that expresses
the mesting of two people, the maeting of two
enargy sources, and the consegquential
effervescent movement that carries thair bodies
through space, with or against gravity, and with
or egainst the counter force of fiying upwards
intethe air. AL ks moet yrical the dancers move
fram stillness o barely buching, from resting
and absorption in the moment, o slipping down
and out af it, containing an enargy and
ratalfonship thal exudes intimacy and tofal
communication and touchas on issues (o do with
persanal and wider social boundaries; faboos
and prejudices.

For more information on the work of
Touchdown Dance please contact Kaly
Dymoke; telaphone: +44 1457 876770 or
email: touchkate @ aol.com.
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Corrina Veesart

Chamber of Corrina

Paint mie like | am

Chocolate brown hair

Wawy like the ocean swells

Paint me shy 8s-a koala bear

But miy shyness tades like dawn fades away
o sunny day

Ard | become as talkative azs a blus jay
Falnt me cunous o leam

And eager to bring smiles fo others

Faint me with curious ayes

Green as the wood

Of Wisconsin

Fairt rma cuddling a child

Sotenderly singing sofily

Wiy don't you touch your Wand 1o me and
Paint me perky springing aboul jumping
arouryd,

chanting my cheer o myself ..

Paint me as loving as a mather gorilla 1a her
g child

| lowee vy friemds and care for them

Paint me surroundad ina room of reses and
angeis

All whispering glary and

Singing softly

Just paint me as a chesrleader

Though I'm not yel one

But want to be

Paint me kicking my legs from side o side
like a Kangaroo

Corrina Veesart is a 16 year old deafblind teenager who lives in a small
coastal town in Central California. Corrina is a member of the American
Association of Deafblind and has attended their national conferences
since she was 11. Corrina has written a letter to Dbl Review and talks
about her life and interests which include writing and dancing. Corrina’s
poem Chamber of Corrina was published in a recent issue of National
Family Association of the Deafblind newsletter.
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Dear Dkl Review

I am an active regular teenager and | attend a
typical high school. | am among two other deat
girls who go to my school. | am a fluent signer
using ASL signs. | am eager to leam in school and
get very good grades.

| am profoundly deaf. | can hear some very loud
sounds if nearby, | cannot read lips since my
vision is not good enough for me 1o sea the
movemeants of the lips. | can see from about five to
six inches from my face. Bayand thal length s
blurry. It's hard to see the signs clearly so | often
use tracking. | can make out shapes ahead of me
but it is almost impossible for me o make out
what they ara until | come up close. | also have &
hard time telling if the ground is flat or sloping. For
example, | can't see steps vary well. | hate to use
my cane though. In the dark | can see nothing.

| enjoy making up stories. | usually write names
and then make up stories related to the names,
often about a group of teenage girls who are best
friends or sisters who never argue. | have a wild
imagination and love to invent stories and
characters, My ability to write came naturally. My
teacher urges mea to write down my stories so
others can share my imagination, and learm some
of the secrets that my mind is hiding from them.

| also enjoy reading. | carry a book almaost
everywhere | go along with my magnifier since |
can’t see small print, | can also read Braille. | am
known as 'bookworm' since | LOVE books, My
mother can hardly drag me away from my books
whan | nead to go to bed or other small matters.

| also fove the sense of rhythm. | love dancing
It gives me a feeling of freedom. | just found out |
suicceeded In making the cheerleading team at
school. | also take ballet at a dance studio with a
whole class. | have an interpreter with me. My
dance teacher tutors me after class or once in a
while on Sundays to help me understand the
movements, | kKnow | can do anything | put my
mind to.

Sincaraly,

Corming
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NOTICEBOARD

L &
The Sense Scotland Helen
Keller Award 1998

For the most exciting submission in any art
medium on the sublect of deafblindness

This Award iz made to fhe author of the best
submission on the subjact of daafblindness, The
brief is a3 open ended as that and is apen 1o
anyones wharavear thay may live in the world

Eniries from pecple with 8 dual sersory
irmpairnent will be espacially welcome.

The Award will be a trophy and £250, and twa
turther awards of cerificates and £50 will be
made. Commendatons may ba mada al tha
discretion of the judges,

This year the Glasgow Schoal of Arl has
agreed 1o act-as host of the awards ceremony,
The ceremony will take place during the first
waak of Movember and it is hoped that all
entrizs will be displayead af the Ar School duning
the following week

The closing date iz 3pm Friday 30 October
1998 and judging will take place by & panel of
independent judges. If you intend to submit an
entry of an exceptionally large nature you will
need b nolily Sense Scotland beforehand.

For rules snd an eniry form please contact either Bill
Mitchall ar fan Murray at

Bense Seolland, Hales Kellar fward, Sih Floor

45 Finniesion Sirest, Clydeway Cenirs,

Glasgow 3 84l

Tel 0141 564 2444 Fax: 0147 564 2443

Text: 0141 564 2442

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

The Editorial Team of Dbl Review send
their congratulations to Kailiops
Karanicola who sugpested e new name
ol Dealbiing Intemational's Revlewin aur
What's in a Namg? competifion in-the las:
Es0e of Deafbiing Fovcation

Internel ;
Ayt on the ln e anyariist

I Ry
1 .-'|'|.;|_-\.'|._!.-|!"u_."|:-.|_. - ol

. s Al 3 e
}T']T'_""-%, v working in Lo, ’r&rm!;. S
5 mr I" s his work an the Internet.

Mo ) i + P 5 Sl 1.&';.,':

Hﬂ" e wenrk stmply visit i w b. e
Khaled's WO 4 3 compuserve.cam/ e P
htkpe s | oupworid.comple

Al artlutem
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SOUTH
AFRICA

Sandra Tyler, Chairparson of
Deatblind South Africa, recalls
Ihe mealing and events leading
up to ihe formation of Deafblind
South Africa,

‘On Saturday 20 July 1996 a
meeting of 30 deafolind
individuals with intervenors,
from two well-astablished
Friendship Groups, was held
gt Cape Town Intermational
Adrport,

Aftar the prasentation of
wi papers focusing on the
problams expenanced by
deafilind people, from both &

personal and professional
perspeactive, 8 matian was
subrmitted for the formation of
a2 Mational Associalian,
Foliowing the election of a
cammitias comprising a
Chairperson; Vice
Chairperson, Sacretany
Treasurer and iwo additional
miembers, Dealblind South
Africa was founded,

Since my attendance al
thie World Helen Keafler
Conferanca in [taly a few
years ago, | have begun
addrassing the needs af tha
deatblind. The inauguration
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of Deafblind South Africa
was tharefore incradibly
meaningful to.me and | hope
that during my office as
Chairparson, | will be able fo
maka a waorthwhile
contribution fo the lives of
dealblind paopla in South
Africa.’

For further information
about Dealolind South Alnca
plaase write to Sandra Tyler,
Chairperson Deafbiind South
Africa, ofo Matal Society for the
Biind, 184 Umblla Roaag
Durban 4001, Natal, South

Alrea

The Hong Kong Soclety for
the Blind provides a wide
range:of services for the
olind, visually impaired and
deafbling people, These
sETyices are provided in ardar
o meet the wide-ranging
needs of cllents and are kepd
under constant review.

1997 was a year of
signeficant change in Hong
Kong with China resuming
soversignty over Hong Komg
after 155 vears. Armidsl all
these changes the Society will
conlinge = in co-oparation with
other prganisations in Hong

Kong and oiher countnes = 1o
develop gualty and
comprahensive semvicas for
vigually impaired people in
Hong Kong.

The Society calebrated iis
40th-anniversarny in 1996 and
in the last decade the Society
has completed two Five-year
Programme Plans with
detailed evaluation and
assassmeants.

The first Deaf-Blind
Rehabilitation Sarvice i Homg
Kong commenced aperafian
in 1932 and balora the servica
was planned, the officers-in-

charge of the Deaf-Blird
Project had been sent 1o
Singapore and LISA o recans
specialist fraining refaled o
deaf-blind people. The
Rehabilitation Service
picvides training to adoufls
who are Visually and hearing
impaired. |1 is-a pioneening
project amangst the Chinese
speaking community of Hong
Keng. A handbook on tactual
sign language is currantly
bean developed 1o facilitate
communication of pecple with
diial sensory lass.

EAST
AFRICA
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Thanks go fo Mrs Penny May
Hamau edifor of Deafbiing
Maws for sanding information
on acivities i Egst Africa.
Far further informalion plegse
contact Mrs Kamau, PO Box
E3168, Nafrobl, Kanya or
gmail;

shigpmk & afncacnline.co ke,

Workshop for
Bdminisirators

Officials fram the head officas
of the Ministry of Education,
District Education Officars,
Headieachers and heads of
deafblind units fram all the
deafblind programmes in
Easl Africa convarged on
Hotel Miiimani in Mairabi for
o days in July 1987 1o learmn
more about deatblindness
and how 1 Improve sanices
far deafblind children in the
region.

During the workshop
paricipants assessed the
neads of deafblind children
and how {0 access resources,
Iooked al partnarship of
parents-and family, and also
worked out a plan of action
for the coming vear for each
prograrmea. & follow-up
seminar for the same group is
plannad for eary next year o
assess how far the plans
have baen implemanted and
discuss any problems that
have arisern, =k F

Dbl Reviaw



Kenya

The schaool pragramme far
deafolind pupilz in the
caurtry has continied o
expand with several childran
identified and placad in
appropriate education
programmaas. Al the primany
leval thers is & full schoaol for
dealblind children at
Kabamet in Baringo district
and unils ab Kwala School for
ihe Deaf ai the coast and
Maseno School for the Deal
in Nyanza, In addition to this
there-are a numbear. of
deatblind pupils following
individualized programmas in
vanous schools throughout
the colriry,

As hesea pupils graduate
fram primary level of
education it has bean
necessany o place tham in
highar institutions of ieaming
where they can acquire the
skills necassary for the
transition fo-an independent
life aftar school. Two
institations: Mumias
secondany Vocational School
for Dheal Girls and Sikr
Agricultural Training Centre
for Deaf and Blind Boys,
hawve accepied dealbling
students-and have put in
place programmes Lo prepare
them for future fife; Inorder to
faciliate the work of thesa
schools The Association of
the Swadish Deafblind
(FSDB) has assigned Mr
Josaph Shiroko 1o assist in
planning with parents,
teachers, puplls, governmen
daparmenis and the local
communitias to ansure that
the deaiblind students foliow
appropriate training courses
and are fully prepared for the
transition to life alter schoal.
This kind of co-operation is
wital If the students are to be
accepled as full members of
socioty.
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Nakuru Project — sacial
workers In the Nakuru disircl
are slill busy following up the
possible cazes of
deaiblindnass which came
about as a result of the
screening exercises inthe
disinct, Inseveral cazesitis
proving difficult to frace some
people a3 theirexact place of
rassdance B nol Known whils
others have moved away from
ihe area; HoWwever, progress
is being made and several
peaple have already baen
asgisted fo gat appropriate
medical assistanca or
placement in educational
programmes. The awarensss
Programme s &lso continuing
and |local seminars have baen
arranged for community
leadars and tha ganaral
public,

Ear more information an the
work In Kenyva please contact
Mre Penny May Kamau &t the
above address.

Tanzania

Education Programme -
The number of deafblind
children receiving educational
services has increased o
gleven, OFf ihese, two are full
tirme pupdls al Uhuru primany
white the others are on a
home based programme.
Two other children have
pazsad away dus to illness.
Teachers are shill waiting {o
see the complation of a
dormitory for the deafbdind
childran at Uhuru primary
which will enable all the
childran o réceive full ima
gducation,

Adult Programme — Mr
David Shaba, a deafbling
adult Iving in Dar es Salaam,
hag thraugh the local media
appealed o other deafblind
adults to come forward and
jinchis newly registered
group. The groug is call

Tanzania Deafblind Traders
and mambearship s opan to
all deafidind persong in
Tanzania. The group aims to
start & small scale business
in ordar o uphift the wal
being of ils members. Mr
Shaba attended the Halan
Keller World conference for
thae Deafblind which was hald
in September 1997 in Paipa,
Colombia-and was selectad
to be the deafblind
representathve from Africa In
g proposed world federation
of the deatblind.

For information on Tanzania
Deatbling Traders please
cantact; Mr David Shaba,
PO Box 36792 Dar as
Salaam, Tanzania,

The education programme for
deafblind children in Liganda
ig slill expanding. The unit at
Bucklay High School, lganga,
now has six deafblind
childran, six leachers and two
housemaothers, Other
deafblind children have been
assessed and plan to join the
unit when funds are
available, The unit now has
its coam dorrmitory.

In agdition o the unit at
Buckley, soma childran in
Kampala were idenfified and
it was decided to start a
Saturday schaal for them.
Thizs was made possibla by
tha kind co-oparabion of Mr
Joa Mornsey-al the Liganda
School for Deal who allowed
the programime foorun in his
school. Two teachers from
Buckley have bean running
the programme logether with
two teachers from the school
tar the deat. Thay currently
hawe three children in the
programme. This programme
has atso helped to bring
togather parants to share
experiances and ideas
coneaming thalf chiidran.

i you need mora
information on
the dealbling
movement in
Tanzania please
contact The
Execulive
Secretary,
Tanzania
National
Committee for
the Deafhlind,
P.0. Box 22408,
Dar ez Salaam,
Tanzania.

For more
intarmation on
ihe Uganda
Mational
Aszociation for
the Deathlind
please contacl:
Mr Ebrahim
Kizito, P.0. Box
20227, Kampala,
Uganda,
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WEST
AFRICA

Ghana

On 15t March. Princess
Anne, the Patron of Sensa,
visited the Deafblind
Depariment of the
Demonstration Schoal for the
Deal in Mamporg-Skwaplm,
Ghana, This was the first
time Princess Anna had
wvisited 8 deafblind unit
aulside of the LIK. The
Deatblind Department was
sal up in 1578 by Maron
Qbeng with one student-and
o this day confinues o be
the only senvice for deafblind
children and young adults in
the whole of Wast Afriea,
The: primary focus of the
Deafblind Centra is the
education of deafhlind
studants, Thera are differant

programmes for the youngar
gludents and the oldar
students. The younger
childran’s programme
consists of sensory training,
orientation and mobility, datly
Iving skiils and vocabulary
development, The older
shudants confinua with this
programme but spend a
great deal more lima
bearnimng vocational skills
such as mat weaving and
wotd work: Greater
emphasis is placed on
enabling them to-become
indapendent and o gam a
living or contribute to the
family. Tha Daafblind
Deparment also has an
outreach programmea to raisa
awareness about
deafblindness, and tha
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needs and abilities of
deafbling people,

The Princess had the
opporiunity 1o see the
studants at work and 1o
discuss their programmes
with their leachears. Sha was
also treated to a dance
performance by the sludenis
of the: Demonstration School.
The visit was highly
succassiul and the Pnincess
sa/d she would be keeping
herself informed of the
prograss of the Deparment.

This-was a very significant
vigit for both the Deafblind
Department and Sense
Intarmational as it marked the
beginning of & future
collaboration batweaan tha
two orgemnsations,

LATIN
AMERICA

Sinoe September 1895 the
Hilton Perkins Program has
been developing a project
with unbversilies fram Latin
Amernica. Twa meetings with
Univarsitles from Costa Rica,
Mexico, Colombia, Brazil,
Chile and Argenting took
placs in order fo estabiish
curticitum and carification
:Eqmrsmants.

Alsn, consultation in Costa
Rica and Chile gssisiad work
on subject areas to be
developed in the courses.
Reprasentalives from both
Costa Rica and Chila, weara
akso in Bostan to work with
university Frofessors fram

Boston College

“Working together
Professlonals, Familles and
Community in the
Integrated Approaches to
the Visually-Impaired with
additional dizabllities”

This conference is 1o lake

placa on Doiobar 8-12, 1908

in Bahie Blanca, Busnas
Alres State, I is baing
organised by ASAERCA
(Argentina Associabon for
Educators for the Blind). The
main tople of the confarance

will be an peopla with visuzl
Impairment with addilional
disabilities and in addition o
Argenlinean speakars, will
have speakers from USA,
Chile and Brazil,

Meeting

A parents meeling was
organised by the Argantina
Parents Association in
Buenos Aires in May 1997,
Paricipants came fram
Chite, Bolivia, Brazil,
Guatemala, Mexico, and
Argentina. It was mada
possible by the Conrad M.
Hitton Foundaton-in co-
oparation with the Hilton
Farking program.

A sacond mesbing wWas
planmed for May 1888 in

Il Latin American Parent

Monteviden, Uruguay, with
the objective of providing
parenl Iraining leaders; 35
pares pariicipated. Thiz
second meetng was made
possible by GNCE
(Orpanizacion Nacional de
Ciegos Ezspafioles) in co-
operation with UILAC
(Union Latin America de
Ciegaos), Conrad M. Hilton
Fourdafion — Mevada,
USA and Hiltan Perkins
Frogram,

Dbl Review
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INDONESIA

Wonosobo -
our first skarl
to educate the
deafblind

In-July 1923, Mr. Paul van
Woesik from the Helen
Kaller Foundation in the
Metharlands, visited the
Institute Dena-Upakara for
deaf children with an idea 1o
sponsor the Institute o opan
a new deafolind unit. The
Institute’'s staff accepted this
iea and acknowledged the
need o address the
challenge of educating
deafoling childran,

A year later the co-
operation of tha Foundation
was conimed. Advice was
sought on deafbling
education withir Asia and
Mrs Baroz N. Vacha of tha
Halan Kallar Institube in
Bombay was approached,

During 1595
COMEspondence was
exchanged with Mre Baroz
and Mr Kirtk Horlon in
Bangkok, who sent books,
video-casseites with guide-
books and brochuras. Kirk
Horion also-introduced the
Institute o the work of
Deafblind Intermational and
nebworking with Dbl
members proved very
beneficial.

Sr. Agatha from the
Instituta was accepled anto
a traming course. at the
Helen Kealler Instiiute in
Bombay [Januany-April

18851, Although the teacher's
knowledge of deafbling
education i3 growing &t the
Institute Dena-Upakara,
much siill needs o be leamt
In Septambar 1998 Sr.
Agatha and Sr. Agnes
altended a coursa i Malang
sponsared by the Perkins
Program, This valuabls
course also enabled contact
with colleagues from
Indonesia,

InJuly 18896 the Instiute
gained its first deafbliing
student, B year old Brigitta
MNatalla Yuwona who is
profoundly deaf and has only
ane funchonal eye, Her
mather sulferad from rubella
whilst pragnant with Brigitia
Then inJuly 1897 anothar
student joined, & yaar old
Slanley Halim who s blind

and moderataly hearing
impaired.

In July 1997 Marianne
Higgio visited from. the
Perkins schoaol, USA, This
visil has further strengthenad
mclivation,

The Instliute very much
appreciates the support and
encouragement thay have
racalved through good
retworking

Sr. Antonie Ardatin

SLOVAKIA

Opening of a New Building
at Evanjelicka Pomocna
Skola Pre Hluchosiepe
Detl, Cervenica, Slovakia

On Saturday 15th Novembar
19497, the anly schoal for
deafblind children in
Slovakia officially opened a
second bulkding, doubling
the schools capacity,
The-ardginal bullding has two
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clagsrooms and staff quarers
on the ground floor and
badroams, bathrooms,
kitchen and dinirg rocm and
B gym upstairs, Stafl will
mave it rooms in the new
building creating more
Clagsroom space. A new
large well appointad gym,
kitchen and large dining room
are welcome additions to the
facilities, The new dining

room is large enobghto be
usad as a function room in
the evenings; for example the
parents salf-help graup. All
this can only add to the
alrsady high standard of
education and carg provided
al the schaol.

Simon Phillimore, Sense
International valuntear



HUNGARY

“Daar Friands,

Lat ma infroduce to vou the
Hungarian Deafolind
Asspciation, and the prasent
state of afairs of the
deatblind in Hungany.

According to foreign
slatistics, (since In Hungany mo
record i kept of the deafblng
population) there are aboul
S00-600 deafolind peopls, out
of which 70-80 are prefinguesly
deaitdind, About S0oul of the
whals deafblind population ang
children, but only 8 af fhem
attand special education. The
education of deafblind childran
slartad only 4 years ago,
therefore the available places
arg limited.. Uinfortunately,
many families with deatbilind
chibdren are still without proger
help and guidance.

The Hungaran
government 15 not in ihe
pogition of being able to-help
deathlind peaple.
Deafpiindness is only one of
many soceal spheares thatl 15
slill not propery organised
and supported.

The Hunganan Beatblind
Aszzociation was formed in
1984, lta members arg
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deaflblind adults, childran,
iheir relgtives, helpars and
spacialists. We amploy a
principal contributor, who is
undertaking all the work: of
the association. The
sacretan/-gonaral is the
tather of & deafblind child, the
president |5 a deafblind
person and we have byo
special educators - and
anuther parent 85 mambers
of the goveming body. Our
spaciafists, who ragulariy
aftend intemational courses
and conlerencas, provida the
parents with special literature
and healp them 1o copea with
the probems experenced in
bringing up their child. Each
VEAr WE DIJantse & sumimer
camp lor the lamilies, whare
they can-no only relax, but
also attend some lectures
{glven by Hungarian and
foresgn axpens) on topics
they are interesied in,

We halp the adult
deafblind people by
interprating for therm at
madical examinations, in
public offices and raprasant
their needs at various social
aganclas. We supply schoals
that take part in deafoling
educalion with auxiliany
resources. Generally, weare

trying 1o suppon all activities
that would help the deafblindg.

The association gets its
financial support partly from
the Hilton/Perkins fund, and
partly fram money won al
vanous competitions. Lockily,
all our previous competitions
were judged favourably,
wihich anabded us o crganisa
the summer camps; o have
our own introductory
brochure, and to buy
computers.”

It you would like furiher
Informaton pleass contact
Szmolka Janos; President
Hurgartan Deafbling
Association, Budapest, Ajtos
Diraraor 39, 1146 Hungary

Creativity and
Social
integration

This event was arganised by
Sensa Intermnational (LK) and
Lega del Filo d'Oro {laly} and
hosted by the Europaan
Youth Cenire in Budapest in
Movembar 1987,

More than 40 young
pecpia from throughout
Europe cama tegether (o look
al the concept of social
integration and expiore in

New Deafblind
Unit In India

O 14tk Fabruary 1988 Akhil
Pauwl, Developmant Manager
for Sense Intermational (India)
inaugurated a new deafblind
unit a1 the Clarke Schoaol for
the Deaf in Madms, This s
row the sacond specific
service for deaiblnd peoglka in
India, the othar balng the
Helen Keller Instituts for the
Deat and Deafblind in
humbai.

The Clarke School was
founded in 1970 tor children
wha are deaf and mentaily

ratarded, If |5 one of the law
successiul schools in India
imparting & high standand of
education to the hearing
imipairad with cognitive
impairment. Apar from the
acadamic education; the
Clarke School has
programmeas for the mantally
retarded, teacher training
programmes giving Diploma
in Education of the Hearing
Impaired and one yaar
Dhiploma in Education of the
manially retarded, Clarke
school has also trained
teachars from Vielnam,
Liganda, Sr-Lanka and

adjoining countries through
mvaivemeant of
Commonwealth Sociely for
ihe Deal, London and the
Instituut voor Dovean,
MNetharlands. The Clarke
School proposes tostar &
teacher training programmes
for teachers of children who
arae deafblind,

Thie deafblind unit, calied
"Sadhana’, was mitiatad with
an intention of giving senvices
ta chitdren with dealblindress
in the city of Madras and
neighbouring areas. At the
moment D, Vijayalaxmi, who
& & pasdiatrician and molher
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creative ways exactly what it
means and how it affects
people, This event was a
follew=-up fo a previous
Mobility International event
held in 1985 that was
specifically for young
deafblind paople: At that
meeting the padicipanis
decidad that they did not
want spacific activities just for
deaflind paopla = thay
wanted to participate in
events that all voung people
are mvolved mn.

Al thiz study session thare
wers 14 dealblind peopie and
thieir interpreters; the: other
parficipanis were from a
variety 'of wouth organisations
ard dizsability organisalions. it
wasg particulary pleasing to
have reprasentatives from a
nuwmber of Central and
Eastem European counfrigs
— Craech Republic, Hungary,
Poland and Russia were all
represented.

Speakears ard praseniars
included Cathy Molan from
PHAE Northern iralard who
looked af the concept of social
integration and used
examples of inclusive an:
Kiaus Vilnelmaan from the
Institute for Deatblind pecple,
Denmark, who dizscussad the

Peter van Houtte of Belgium communicates with

Aneta Swiercz of Poland

ribe ol culiure and the effacts
on-sacksl integration of both
culture and creativity; and
Gilberio Scaramuzzo, a
professional clown from [aly,
who ran sessions on theatre
and movement,

There was a wide range of
dizabilitizs amang the
participants and this
particularly affected social
integration and
communication, For exampla
thare wera deaf people, blind
people, people who are both
gaal and blind, whaelchair
Lgars and peophs with
cerabral palsy — but this

divarse range did nal prevent
proactive ideas for integration
and imvolvaemeant.

The miost successful rasul
ol the seminar was when tha
participants insisted on
havindg an input mto the
decision-making process of
the event, They elecled a
group of four yvoung people to
contribute 1o the process and
to consider what activities wall
ba appropriate in the fulure,
Thiz group has since been in
lauch with each other amnd will
be incontact with Mobifity
Intermational ta discuss fulure
posatbilities.

ot a-deal chikd, isco-
ordinating the unit with
support fram 3 Assistant
Spectal Educators who ara
frained to deal with deaf &
mentally refarded childran:
There are 14 children who
ara getling inen/ention and
fraining in the unit. Among
the 14 children, about 3 ara
deatalind due to rubelia and
pra-matiured birth.

The Clarke school is very
steadily progressing in the
eble hands of Dr.
Leelawathy, who is a trained
teacher of Deal. She did hier
Diploma from the Clarke
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School for the Deal in USA.
Due ta her hard wark and
confributions 1o the fiekd of
aducation of the deaf, the
smith Coflege in
Massachusetts, USA,
awarded her with the
Honaorary Doctorate

The School has shawn
willingness 1o respond 1o the
needs of the rural community
by starling a rural outreach
sat-up which has a special
school lor deat, speech &
hearing laboratory, hostel for
chikdren, prevocational centre
in rural arts and home
tralning programme

- )

Akhil Paul, Sense International, opens
the new deafhlind unit
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TRIBUTE

Many of Dbl
Review's readers
will have mal or
heard of Nellie
Girard, For the
past 30 years,
her presence,
along with her
hushand Gwinn,
has been almost
guaranieed at
International
conferences on
deaiblindnass,
The following are
tributas in
memary of
MNellie’s life and
contribution lo
deafblindness.

When a

lovely flame
dies, smoke
gets in your

EYES

Nellie Girard

Mallie Ruth Girard {nea
Heriry} was bory on & famm
naar Clinton, Oklahoma. She
leamed her family values
fram har mother, father, four
brothers and two sisters

One day when Mellie was
mine years oid, -she was af
haene whike har parants wara
ir town. A man came to visit
her father. She had leamed
thal when vigitors came, you
enlarained and fed them.
Zhe caught a chicken, killed
It, cleanad i, {ried it and lad
tha man before her paranis
returned. He was a Unlted
Stales Senator,

This work ethic sha
broughi to her nursing carser
and eventually her mariage
to-a young Manne. She and
her husband ralsed four of
thair cwn children and
adopted wo more bovs

Melle gol invelved with the
deai-blind when taking a
young boy o aight manths
with a heart problem and
found that he was also blind
and deaf. Mevar cne to give
up an a child, Nellie searched
for hetp-and by the time the
Hubella epidemic cames to
our part of the U3, she was
ocna that was considered an
expert in the fisld. 3he had
taught Chiris to talk with the
hefp of the John Tracy Clhinic
and California Schoal far the

Blind,

12 September 1920 - 18 November 1997

With tha helpof her
hushand and doctors that she
hand-picked, she eveniually
was taking came of nine deaf-

{ind Rubella children. Sha
attended every Deai-Biind
saminar sha possibly could,
ahways Irving to leam mone
and trying 1o help others.

I can fruthiully say “She
cared.

Gwlnn Glrard

| first met Neliie and Gwinn when they came over to England
i about 1871 and came 1o-stay with me in Birmingham, Thay
were nying to find information and ideas aboul working with
deafohind children and, of course, wa weare doing the zames in
whal was then the Mational Deafblind and Rubsllz
Agsociation. The deafblind childran Mallie and Gwinn wers
kaoking after following the Rubella epidemics in the 1850
were 5o similar toall the children and their families that we
ware irying to support i this country

We learnad a kot from each other and remained in touch
EElr since,

Whenever we wenl from Sense to an intematicaal
Canfarance, we could ba sure that Nellie and Gwinn would be
there, always ready o leam more and always contributing
their knowiedge and vasl experience,

Mare than this; however, was the love, care and kindliness
that bath Nellle and Gwinn ooze wherever they go. In spite of
freguant senous lnessas Mellie carmed on coming and was an
example and nspiration o avaryone who knaw Rer. She will be
greathy missed, not onfy by Gwinn-and their large and lovely
famiy 1o whom we send our love and sympailhy, but by all who
kriew her in the internaticnal work with deafblind peopla.

Jeagica Hills, Chairman, Sense

Dbl Review



TRIBUTE

Valery Chulkov 9 September 1939 - 4 December 1987

Tatjana
Basilova,
reflects on the
life and work
of Valery
Chulkev who
lost his fight
against cancer
at the end of
[ast year.

Many colleagues from
diffarent countrias knew and
ioved Valary Chulkaw, who
reprasented modem Hussia.
He was the firsi constant
representative of Russia in
the Executive Committea of
IAEDEB and did a ot for the
developmant of intarnatanal
exchange inthe sphens of
deafiling teaching and for the
international recognition of
the achievemants of thea
Russian science and practice
in thiz field. His persanal
charm, ability 1o
communicate |n German,
French and English eamed
him love and respect from
cobeagues worldwide

Valary Mikolasvich
Chulkoy was bom on Sth
Seplember 15839 in Moscow.
He becams an orphan at a
very early age; his mother
died when he was just 3, and
his father died when he was
&, Valery was adopted and
brought up by nis cousin,
winom ha took care of till the
gnd of his own lifa. He was a
bright student at schoaol
where he was influenced by a
wall-known spacalisi in
teaching deaf childran,
Alaxandra Gozova, Who
taught peychology at Valery's
school. From her, Valery
leamt about the educaticnal
problems facing deal people.
After a successful career at
unmarsily, Valary decided o
study in the department of
teaching deal chikdren at a
Teachers' University

After succasstully
graduating in 1964, Valery
was sent 1o the Moscow
region whera he workied for
threa years. First ha was a
speech therapist at the
schoal for childran with
leaming difficulties, and then
as a teacher of Russian and
mathematics at a school for
tre deaf. Aftar that, Valery
gpent some fime working as

January - June 1998

a teacher of the deat in
various Moscow achools,

In 1983, Valery weni ta the
institute of Defeciology, which,
since 18992, is now known 85
the Instilute of Special
Education, whara he workad 1ill
the ernd of his ife. He started
ressarch woek in the sphere of
general and vocational
education of the deaf,

He wrofe a number of
articies and warked oul
programmes, meihodoksgical
racommeandations and
teaching materials o intensify
the effectivenass of teaching
mathematics, mechanical
drawing and vocational
teaching of people with
hearing mpalrmants.

Far many years Valery
tavight peycholegy and many
former students will
ramamber his interasting
lectures and seminars which
were filled with knowledge of
daal childran gnd their
problems, relating to their
parsonalities and to their
language

From 1987 until 1996,
YValary was the Head of tha
Laboratory of Teaching
Deafolind Childran, which in
1862 became the Laboratony
of Teaching Children with
Compound Impaiments.
Under Valery's supenvision,
modarm pr‘c:-g.rammes wenra
created, These programmes
are still succassfully being
uzed in the teaching of

partialhy sighted, deaf and
deatbling children, Valery
glso Inittated the Introduction
of a new approach ta
teaching children with savera
sansony impairments - socia-
evanydal-ite onentabion,
Under hig supervision,
research and practical work
was undertaken in Zagorsk at
the Sergiev FPosad Homa for
deatblind children and in
Maoscow inan expenmental
group homa for deatoling
children

Thosa eachars wha
worked under Valken's
supenvisicn alwavs chserved
his atiention, enthusiasm and
tact which helped tham in their
own work. Valery Chulkov was
the suparvisor for sevearal
doctoral students in
payvehology and teaching
deaiblind childran, These
peopla ane now the leading
speciafists in this field. More
than 40 acentific warks,
including three methodological
books and anicles, ware
publshed by him

Valory was a veny tender
lather to his children: his
daughter Sophi, works as a
gpaach therapis!, and his
3001, I8 currently a student at
a Theological College
Throughout his life, Valeny
was also very fornd of the fine
arts and poetry,

In the last two vears of his
life, the terrible Alness which
was ba kill hirm, dramatically
changed Valeny's life. Despite
oVersoming a vary
complicated operation, Yakery
was plagued by severe pain.
Hizs ability to draw helped him
o overcoma the hardships
during the last year of his lite.

Wea losl in Valery a kind,
true and trusty friend;
attentive, talemad and
intelligent researcher, and
scientific leader whio was
always ready 1o give a
hedping hand,
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CONFERENCE NEWS

Australian National Deafblindness Conference 1998

Deafhlindness The lzck of Informalion about

Facing the Fulurs  Australians aged aver 85
yaars who have a significant
dual sensory impainment was
a causa for graat concem,
delegates to the fourth
Australian Mational
Deafblindness Conference
ware told.

The naticnal conferancas
are hebd every two years
This year's was arganised by
the Australian DeafBlind
Council {ADBC) under the
guspices of The Deaf-Blind
Association. It consisted af a
training day, a social day and
a measting day, all af wneh
werng well attended, The
Arndal General Meating of
ADBC was also held,

Mora than 150 paople,
including 15 interpreters and
a farge conlingent of parents
and professionals from Mew
Zealand allendad the threa-
day conference which was
held in Malboume from
Thursday 30 April until
Saturday 2 May,

Dither issues raised
included the naed far
improved staif raining, the
unavannass of sarvice
provision for deafolind pecple
around Australia, the need tar
a universal identifying symbal
tar daatblind peapls on caness
and guide dog harnesses,
and comphications ansing
from the increasmng
automation of public
transpodt,

Raynole speaker was
consultani Many Ward, author
of wo major reports on
deafblindness in Australia
Other major speakars
included Roed Macdonald,
Vice-President of the
Steering Commities of the
Wearld Federation of the Deaf-
Blind, and Bill Jollay,
Executive Cfficer of the
Mational Federation of Blind
Citizans of Australia,

Kary Ward included an
oullineof the various training
inifiatives currantly being
undertaken around Australia:

Some of the interpreters at work at the recent Australian
Hational Deafblindness Conference in Melbourne

W A five-day post-graduale

Winter Schaal has bean
introduced at Rerwick
Callege in Mew Sauth
Wales in Developimg
Communication Skilis in
Students with Dual
Sensary Disabilitias, This
ig the first of & iwo-part
::-rng am g:lr:'-.r.l::lrg =] -'aﬁl;_E
of professional
devalopmen! experiences
for warkers in the fiekd of
daafblind educatian. 11 wil
be offered from & to 10
July 1888 by Or Daborah
Chen, Associate
Prolessor, Dapariment of
Special Educalion
California State Lnivarsily,
and Sharon Barrey
Grassick, Senlor Training
Cifficer with thae West
Australian Deafbling
Association

B The Deal-Blind

Assgociation in Victora has
craated the pasition of
Training Officer, and a
tralning video has been
produced for resigential
care warkers logether with
a manuai

W Restructuring of the

Farsight Foundation in
Meaw South Wa nas

Iricluded an on-going

Educa Deparimean

FUiCh IS '!E]-"::-E
daliverad through Griffih
Universily

12y said anothar major araes
of concem In Australia was
the situation of people ovar
the age of 65 years who hawve

Dbl Reviaw



CONFERENCE NEWS

information Session at Blindenheim Bern

significant dual sensary
impairment.

Them s a growing body
af evidence showing that
misdiagnosis of skgnificant
dual sensory impairmeant
leads 1o premature admission
ta hostels and nursing homes
for people cver £5... this
misdiagnosks involves g
diagnosis of peychosis, when
lhe cause of the dysfunchion
is in fact a boss of coniact
with other paople and the
ernironment through the
inabiity of professionals and
staff to respond 1o the loss of
bath sight and hearing.”

A submission has been
mada 1o the Faderal
Giovernment for funding for
resgarch it this area,

The naxt conterance will
be staged in Parth, Westarn
Austrafia, in 2000,

Bob Segrave, Australian
DeafBlind Council

For further information about
the proceadings from this
conferance please contact

Bob Sagrave

Australian DealBlnd Council
RO Box 267

Clittan Hitl

Vie, Australia 3068

Tel, + 613 9482 1155

Fax + 613 9456 2092

TTY +B813 B489 3091

January = Juna 1988

Madrid 1997
European
Comgress of the
Deathlind
International and
the Usher Study
Growp

On 10 January 1888, an
Information Session was held
ir the Blindenbieim Barn
iBerne Home for the Blind)
o the subject of the Madnd
18497 European Congress of
tha Deafolind International
and the Usher Study Group,

The mesling was
organised by the Suppor
Centres for the deaf-blind
and hearnng-and-vision
Imipaired of the Swizs
Mational Association of and
forthe Bind (SNAB), The
purpose of this mealing was
b inform the results of the
Madrid Congress and ifs
consequences as they affect
Switrerland, and ta pravide
an oppstuniy for the
exchange of ideas.

The meeling was attended
by 67 peopla, an indscation ol
the keen interest in this
sublect. The audience
included speciafist teachers
for tha blind and deal, social
workers, and the vanous
spacialized lald of the
suppor Cenires of the
SMAB, deal-blind persons
and families, fram both the
German and French
speaking rreas of
Bwitzarland. For the first lima
in this country, people from
all these different figlds weara
abla io come togsther and
discuss thair Interasts and
needs,

Toni Bargetzl, Division
Head of the SNAE Support
Centres for the deaf-blind and
hearing-and-vision impaired,
chalred the meeling and acted
as MC throughout the day,

The maeting bagan with
an ovenview of the existing
institutions in Switzertand and
the structure of the SMAB
Suppot Centres for the deaf-
blingd and Reanng-and-visian
impaired. This was followead
by &n explanation by
payvchologist Mommia Bergetzi

ot the structures and
commitiees at inlemnational
level.

Christing Fasser, head of
tha AP Suppart Centre and
President of the IRPA gave a
summany report of tha
Eurcpean Conference of the
Usher Study Group. In her
talk she expanded on the
[ssues of research and
science, education and
lraining, areas of personal
experience and the guestion
of “whare next?,

Anita Rothenbihier, who is
harsell hearng-and-vision
impaired, Charly Lindenegger
a soclal worker, and Morma
Bargetzl, ali of whom had
attendad the Dbl Conferance
an behalf of the SMAB, each
presented from Madrid a
chaosen subject of persanal
mierast. All their talks are
avallable in black print in
German and French from the
cantral afficas in Zurich or
Lauvsanne,

In the afternoon 4 groups
were formed to consiter tha
guestion: “Where do we go
from here?" Thiz was
lollowed by a plenary session
in which the results of the
Qraup work Wwers prasantad.
The need for interaction,
dizcussion about and
panicipation in the work was
strongly falt by all, as was the
desire 1o pursue and identify
co=-aperation,

The stimulaling
atmosphera thal typiliad the
day is proof of & general
desire for graater and morea
intensive co-operation
belween professionals and
deai-biind persons.

SHAB will continuea 1o work
towards developing and
increasing “horizontal
spread”, networking or
professionalsclients, "Gelling
results” is thie chief aim of this
years SNAB activities,
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CONFERENCE NEWS

‘Actual state of support for children and adults with
severe impairments of hearing and sight’

The First
Regional
Sciance-Practical
Conference,
Moscow

This conference took place in
the Insiitute of Special
Education an- 26 March 1528
and was organized by
Sokoljaneky’s laboratory
Head Dr Tatjana Basilova
{the laboratory s known as
the laboratory of leaching
childran with campdund
impairments). The main goal
of the conferance was o
comprehend and gain-an
avarviaw al the real situalion
and real organisation working
an the problems fasing
deafilind people,

The conlarencea was
devoted o 75th Birthday of
A, Maschenakov and 35ih
Anniversary of the Home for
daalblind children in Sengiey
Posad

Although the conferance
focused on the Moscow

ragion, represantalives from
4 pther Russian regions werg
prasant. Thare ware 57
participants: researchers,
directors and teachers of the
deaf ard deaftlind, tutors
fram teachers’ colleges and
universities, deafblind peaple
themszalves and members of
their familias, 10 voluntasrs
halped averybody 1o feel
camforiabie o enabla
cancentrated work

Dwring the plenary seLsion
thres talks by Taljana
Basliova, Galira Epifancva
and Helen Goncharova
showed traditianal ties of tha
past exparence in teaching
and serving dealblind peaple
in Russia and the present
situation of co-oparation
betwean those who work in
diffarent organisations and

Delegates exchange ideas at the First Regional Science-
Practical Conference in Moscow

agencies. It was siressed that
due ta the recent 2ng
dramatic changes in the
population of deafblind
children, researchers and
practitioners ars infgrssi=d m
working together to-esiablish
riaw, elfactiva methods of
education @nd supenigion of
daalbling children and aduits

Eleven posters, three
Infarmaton stands and hres
exnibitions of handicrais
iHustrated the maw
approaches currenily being
deveioped. Theta ware
discugsions ar: the problems
of using mew techroiogles i
teaching children with dusl-
SENsony impairmeants; 1he
prablems of introducing new
teaching meathods for
deaiblind children m sghools
for deaf children, early famiy
Inferventian and socio-
peychological rehabilitation of
older deafoling peopie;
accurate physiological
assassmeants and suppart of
Usher people, and many
ather lopics.

After the conference all
partoipants completed a
questionnaire, A wilingness
and desira to arganise
conferences on & regular
basis was stranaly
expressed, It was decided 1o
hald the secand reglonal
Moscow conference in March
1899 and devale it to ihe
110th anniversary of van
Socoljansky, the foundar of
the Huzsian fraditionat
approach o leacning
deafbling childran

rene Salomatina
Institute of Special
Education
Moscow

Russia

Dbl Review




Dbl DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

The Dbl Distinguished
Servicae Award was inslituted
in 1987 and iz ghven o an
individual wha, in the apinian
of the Dbl Managemant
Caommittea, has

“outstandingly served the
cause of deafblind
education, bath nationaily
and intematianally, over
VEery many years",

[ Tobr

DEAFELIND INTEFRATICRAL

Dealblind International,
formerly known as the
International Association
for the Education of
Deafblind People, was
founded over 30 years ago
to promote the education
ol deaftblind children and
young adults throughout
the world.

The Association originally
hrought together
professionals working
with congenitally
deafblind people. In
recent years it has begun
work with adventitiously
deatblind people.
Professionals,
researchers, families,
deatblind people and
administralors are now
involved.

January — Juna 1988

The award iz usually presented during Dol World or European Conferences, but
arfy when a sultable recipient has baan identified. Past recipiants of this award

hawe bean

Mizs Joan Shields 1987 Waorld Conference, Poiliers, France

Dr Edward Waterhouse 1831 World Conference, Orebro, Sweden

Dr Jan van Dijk, Mr John Mclnnes and Mr Rodney Clark 1835 World
Conference, Cordoba, Argentina

Miss Sonja Jarl 1957 European Conference, Madrid, Spain

We are currently seeking nominations ta receive this award in Lisbon in 1999
Please forward all nominations by 15 November 1998 to Rodnay Clark,

Secretary, Diol, 11-13 Clifton Terrace, Finsbury Park, London N4 35R or email;

retark & sonse. org.uk

Membership

Thera ara two categories of Dbl membership! voling and non-voting

Voling members cansist of corporate badies and intemational networks.
Coporate members are requested 1o subscribe an annual amount of
between USS5300 and 55,000, Corporates have the opportunily o sil an
Dl's Council and wole at the General Assembly. Forfurther information
and an application form for gither Carporate or Metwark membership
please contact the DBl Secretariat,

Non-voung members consist of individuals, national networks and non-
subscribing corparatas, Mon- voting members can contribute 1o the
decision making process of Dbl through either & corporate member or an
international natwark, MNore-voling membars will receive a copy of Db/
Review and other relevant Dbl information. Mon-wvoling membership is
frae, but an annual donation of LSE30 is requested to cover costs,
I wish {0 recaive Dbl Reviewin  English Spanish

| would like to receive Db Review on disc

| wish to bacome a non-vaoting member of Dbl. Please find anclosad
myy donation of LISE30

Flease retum this to Deafblind International, oo Sense, 11-13 Clifton
Tarrace, Finsbury Park, London M4 35R, UK,
Marma

I ituticn

Address

Tal Fax

Ermail

Sigratura
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