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Chairman’s Report

By the tlmee vou read thiz repat [ hope that yoo are
beginning to muke plans to sltend the next
international conference in Orebrs, Sweden, August 4th
to Oth, 1991, The Conferencs will be held in the Grand
Hatel and the Bergmannen Conteronee Center, The
working language of the conference will be in English

The cost of attending the conferenoee will be
approximately 3,000 kr tapproximately 480 U3 dollars
o 286 English poundsi per participant for
accomnmelntion nd meeals. The coat of registration,
whirch will be in addition tothe sbove, has yof to be
established,

The next mesting of the LA E. DB, Conference
Committes will be held during the European Deaf-Blind
Conference in Warwick. All members of the executive
arg reguesied to bring a lsting of all possihle
participents from their country, [Fexooutive membars
do not plan b attend the European Conlerence, they are
requestad b forward the list to our seerotary’s office ns
apnmn a8 possibie. The frst official announcemani
concerning the conlerenee will besent, using these lists,
nezaon s posstblo after the Warwick Conferonee,
Anyone wishing to receive information concerning the
18691 Conferenee who i nob sure that they will be
incloded on an executive member's st should write io)

Mr Rodney Clark, Secretary-Treasurer,
cinBense, 111 Gray's Inn Road
Lendon WO 1X 8PT, United Kingdom,

In the capacity 25 your chairman 1 have recoived @

numher of publicationz and several lefters concerning

services for the deal-blind. The guestion ae to whether
Dealf-Blindness s a onigue handicap requiring special
npproaches is eonstantly repeated, [E was our hape that
the statement by the Scandinegvian Ophthalmologists
and Audislogizts that “Dieaf-Blindness 15 a unique
handicap” bad provided a definitive answer, Apparently
this iz not to be the case.

Thise ol vz who work in the leld olten have 1o bry
and answer thi=s problem, Should we serve g ohild whois
ot deaf-blind or do we refuse knowing that the child
will fall through the cracks between existing services? [t
iz-true that in many cases-the appreaches used with the
ceal-bling are batter than nothing at all. But this does
not maks the approaches used with the deaf-blind the
best, or even an adequate approach for the non deaf-
blind child. If we serve the non deaf-blind child are we
simply crenting onother group of children who are boing
inadequately served? Should we do this or should we
azgist the porents of these children to be ollective
advontes

A chairman’s report is not the forum fo diseuss the
pros and cons of thiz questien in detail, But, as mang
infants who ore markedly premature are saved through
the remarkable advances in medical Enowladge and as
public expeciations nsze for all handicapped, i becomies
a question that will not go oway, It is hoped that
interested parties will contact the Nordie Stefl Training
Conder for Deaf: Blaned Serviees (Dhrector Manaann
Buwoarimil and stody the report thot they have produced
concerning this gquestion. defin Melnnes

‘Deaf-Blind Education’ exisis in ovder to encourace
contact betwoen people working with deaf-blind children
and young adults around the world. We helieve that
auch contact is eritically important to our field — more
important, perhaps, in deal-blind eédueation thin n
almost any other field of education,

Why is Lt s0 tmportant?
= We need to ek down the dsoloifion that sn many
people feel in their work. 1f you gnly know of ene or twn
deal-blind children — the children in your cloes — who
can you L to for suppert? Inomany countries thers @s
just o deaf-blind unit — the teachers there oon foef
just like the parents, thinking “Am 1 the gsly peraon in
the world fseod with thiz challenge™ You are nof, amd
thraugh these pages perhops we can veach out and
suppor sich other.

= We need to give steength tooench other, when our
pervices aro under pressure from, those who do nsl
underatand. Deaf-blind children are few in number,
thonkfully, though thelr fesds e greal. 1L s tasy for a
school, or o government, to feel thet the needs of thiz
smiall group of children do miol feature highly in their
priorities, The lifa-work of o dedicsted teacher can be
threatensd by the pressure of the politician seeking to
save mongy. In some countoes now it 12 being said that
deaf-blind children do not need special help — thoy con
his taught best among chdldren with mental handieaps,
Where doos 8 small unit, or an individual teacher, get

Front cover: Janny Deorlove feoching
independance skills fo Mowesn Marshalek of
Sense-in-the-Midiands, UK

the strengths to fight such moves? From eolleagues
acriEs the world

* Jileas and skills can eross all barrisrs. Why must we
all have o restnvent the wheel? Whatover difficulby woo
face with a deai-blind child, you can bet thatl someone,
somewhere, has faced it before and worked out their
answer il Insome counlries there 12 exeiting now
wark taking place in developing new methods of
working with children — in our small field, we must
hive o commitment 2o share all that we do. Withoot
new ideas, aleo, our own work can become stagnant. [f
there 13 no one to chellenge the work vou are doing, Lo
sy “this ig s defferent wiav of doing 147, it tnkes great
etrength to remiin fresh, original and creative with
vour children.

= [heveloping iiternationnl fonks 15 good 1 izelf, [
balieve. The friendships which are boilding up now in
the deaf-blind world are unparalleled in any other feld
of special education. Peaple meet others who have
different backgrounds, differant philesophies and
different politieal beliels, yet find that the some lessons
ara being learnt about how to work with cor childron,
New opportunities for sharing are now developing —
Lravel 1% easier, sending information a-easier, political
exchiange i5 easier, The deaf-blind world is poised to
take advantage of such opporiunities and to taks
sigrmificant steps in bullding up the guality of deal-blind
eduration worldwide

We ean all contribute to this. Your eontribution con ba
b write to this magnzine. Tell ws what you arve domng —
whiat challenges vou face, what ideas you have
developed, what help we can give you.

Poul Ennals
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MNew Videos Available from
Sense

Development in Young Deaf-Blind
Children

Thl;s videa laoks af 155_55&? ot
davelopment in you in
children; fine mmrrﬁi"s.
communicakian ﬁ:“dhur:dﬂ Iﬁéﬂ;l i
sugnEsks ways in which B opsnl
uﬁﬁe:e skills con be encouroged and
axtendad.

Prica £30 {inchrding postoge by
suface |*||-::i|:|.1 I

Principles of Teaching Deof-Blind
Children

This video ard the one described
beel v wara produced by Dr Tony Bast
of the Liniversity af Birmimgham. I
dascribes the oppropriaie leoming
erviranment and feaching bechnigues
far use with dech-Elind children and
identifies curmiculum which may need
efieration, by

Price £20) linciuding postoge
surface muoil),

ing residual Vision

This viden describas ways in which o
child's visicn con be cisessed when
parforming bath familiar and uwnfamilior
tasks. The i nmﬂd -:-F&using ﬂ'lia
wissan i emphasized ond exomples
showen of hiow this con be done.

Price £20 {including postoge by
surfoce mail)

Ovrders for these videos, which ore
WHS Formet and in the English

!'l:l'ngl.rage should be el o
Sarah Chippendale
1 Groy' Rood
s Inn
Lendan WCI1X BPT
Would on who f5 prodivcing videos
mmu .ﬂ'eaf-rb ind edueakion

British Government officially
recognises deaf-blind
education

Far the first lime the Deportment e
Educofion and Science in England and
Wales has recagnised that there are
800 deal-blind chifdren rretdin-g special
education, The DES policy document
was aanounded in Parlioment and will
soan ke issued do loea! Educadion
Authorifies. Tha messoge ofso colks for
more systemnatic plonning and
op@ropriohs provision

Planning rE:-r deat-blind children
sheauld I'Jegu'-d wehen H‘IE}I ore o Yeots
eld ond assassments should be mulki-
professional, according fe the
Govamment Department. Posents
should ba invelved in ossessment and
should be clowely concermed in any

ooement decisians, Teaching needs io

on o one-lo-one bosis and shoff need
b b skilleed in teaching the deal-blind.

Whila stoting that the froning for
tetchers of the deaf o blind does nes
equip feachers 1o teach the deal-blind
the Caovermimsint onnouncemant anly
calls for “incrensed training
opporiunibes’ and ral the rnm:l:lulnr}'
gualification that Sanse {The Mational
Ceal-blind and Rubelia Asseciation|
L= 1Y dcmnnl:'lz‘rg.

Eﬂrreapmdmce Course

& correspendence course in tha English
language is ovailoble o anyena whe is
intarastad. It is colled “incepandam
Living withoul Sight ond Hearing”
Plogse write fo

tiss Craroicting Lawhorn

Hadley Schoal far the Blind

700, Elm 5. Wimmethn

placse write ko the Editor of this joumal | || 40093 USA

with full details.

Switzerland; A new deaf- Zurleh. This is the anly sueh grovisian in
hliﬂd centre the German :.;:b:llncing:

In August 1988 I:ﬂ,liHirrE sarted on o
new home for children, young le
and adults whe have all bean ﬁlp
blind freem birth. The cost of the new
complex at Langnou will be obout
20.7m Swiss francs, The Faderad Office
for Socicd Security and the Conton of
Zurich howve given majss finoncal
wopart b thes project: 5. 2m Francs s
:m:l'ru ba roised privolely,

Far 18 vears be Faundakan for
Deab-Blind Peaple has hod i85 awn
rasidentiol focilities ond schoal in Furich
far ca mih:llf dani-blind children. Far
ovar 10 yoors it has cared for and
trained congenitally deat-blind young
quplu nm?:;uﬁh ot residertic’ facilibes
and warkshops on vorious sikes oround

pori
Swaitzariand. Tha 30 rasidents in its cara
al presanl are assisted ravnd the clock
by abcat &0 urnp]nu}-m af the
Faundatian.

Thi Faundalion's Execubive sl up o
plonning group in 1983 o ossess
needs. Fventually an apprepriole piece
af land was found, |:|nc5J thonks 1o close
conperation batwsan the loco!
-::I::rnr:'luni : n.z':hill':ﬂ!._ Ern_:]ilnbtr: |:|n|::|‘;|:I
iher Foundodion, tha opbmal project e
the various nesds wos weeked aup
buildih:l:] I:legl:rn i'.1 Puuggus! E'?-EE. The
centre is planned o coter for 44
resicents,

For further infcrmabion, conbact The
Foundatian for Deal-8lind People,
Frajmibrassa 27, BO32 Zunieh,
Ewtzerhand,

&BE 1 SUNQ-UD)
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Towards Adulthood —

Young Adults at an Early
Stage of Development

This article covers le who are
defined as being deaf-blind by the
Mordic definition of deaf-
blindness. It considers some of the
paints of view and trends that
concern family and staff of
congenitally decf-blind individuals
at an early stage of development.

View of Man and
Special Education

[Fue Lrws 1n dmer countries vy
pecording to, among other things,
national ideologies and oar views of
man in socety, Consider, for
exxample, how varied ave school
pragrammes, how much or how
Iittle parenis and stadents are
allowed to inflsence them. Char
social legislation tos may or may not
allow elients in institubons or groap
homies much sqv in mow thie plass
where they live i3 run

I omer daaly nctivitiss we are no
very oomecioks about thie, Hut if wa
work with congemitally deaf-hlind
penple at pn early siage of
develepment. infustice may bepoma
viery appairent anless the
comgremital iy deafiblind mdividual 1=
ta have his o hitr natural share of
the respurces in socialy,

Many desf-blind penple.still Hy
i institutions for the mencatl
rotarded without seflicient stall and
without educationally qualified
slall, where hausinge conditions are
not melapted fo dealhlind people and
plafl ave not trained in deaf-hlind
sarvices. As a result their potentinl
tor I'.||_""|'I"|I'I;'.-I'l':|"'rl'. 15 il me pod as i
cawld be.

Tha mejority of congenitally diaf-
blind people will nod, during yeuath,
raceive any continued educaiion so
that thewr cormmunicative skills,
influencing other develspment, can
gantinue 1o impeove. They will not
hava the spme apporiondbies for
aceommimodation, education snd
vacational traming thot other young
persons have

Thee same lack of npportunities
lor mew impressions andad interaction,
which arethe basis for

Uil runm't‘l'l}l Kurt Winterha| was
Project Co-ordinator of the Mordic
Direclory, which has been developi
new materiols ko help sioff whe wo
with deaf-blind children and young
odults, Previously he was a teacher at
the deaf-blind unit ot Aalborg,
Denmark, then become founder ond
director of Ungdomshjem, the further
educabion centre for deaf-blind young
adults oged 18—23.

Kurt has been encrmously influential in
the growth of services throughout
Europe. Mow he has moved lo Kenya,
where we hope his energy, wisdom
and eammitment will halp fo
encouroge new serviees in Eost Africe,

A1 the Internationa| Conberence in
Paitiors, France, Kurl delivered this

poper an developing independence.

developrment, continge imio
adulthood

In some contries t Ill':\- Lry Lo
make up for this inequnlity by
abolishing special laws for impaired
peaple, Tnstead, femsiabon aboot
=vhopl proegeammaes and soeual
aftdgire, for r-'-.:'.r|||:-|-.- s |

changed b meel he needs of
handicapped people

And there are countries where
poarontsand gadl fight hoed
create equality by law aned argue
ikl persons al an early stage of
divelopment toa should heve the
spme apportunities to have a place
to live, letawre time ootivities, wark
ind lifelomg education as olber
praple in aocisety,

In thiz wiy 1y argus for a
dvnamic view of man hased on the
iden that all individule have
potentials lor development — if
apportunitios for interaction are
crgated. They ergoe against & vigid
view ol mpn based on the ldea that
human potont 1als and quahties
cannot be changed and thal o
pierson will remain the way he was
tarrm

Wi should be very mware of thoss
lundamental views because they
will determine deafblingd people’s
pessikilities, and influence the wey
special pducntion iz praviised o
inEtance using special mothods fo
anlve behavioural prohlems

In the Mardie countries the deaf-
blind rubella child ha= formod the
nuaperity of the known congenitally
deal-blind. In schools and in hames
they have hien educated and have
developed wsing methods inspired
by the programmes [or the desf and
thie PTEETAIMIMEE for the bilind, which
vwere strongly anchored in Eoropean
hamanist philosophy

A integration of disahled '|'-|'r|1'.-|p'
toirk place in other parts of dociety.
pomgeniially deal-blind people at an
-:'-Cll'l:'- etage of oy IR WiliTd
affered educstion in schsols and
homes for deal-biind pecsonz, This
nesw group had other requirements
for edpeation and development
hecause of therr lack of dovelopment
in this =ncial oridl, motor,
vogrnitive and Driraiatic Nelds.
Yiouns oalhlind
\ndividusls with eomsidernbie
lingueatie prihlems hrought alwat o

tainge tn-the comcept of education,
nnd new psycholegicol theories ware

g0 Ta b

Inirnouced dr were priacisesd
thoreughly and consistently, Une

tried, for imstance, toaib]ve



behavisural and linguistic problems
sing thernpeotic principles derved
from American scientific
hehavigurizm,

Therapeutic principles hava
contrbuted towards the welusion of
a large group of sevaroly
hiundicapped peraons in educationsl
and development programmnses
araund the world. The question 1s,
however, whather these principles
areonly o new expression of o
mechanieal view of man,
considering human development as
only o result of snvironméental
conditions where behnvivur ond
language arve contralled through
punishment and reward,

Swviet pavehology has mads
cagaiderable contributions to the
undersianding of the higher muontal
peecessaa; including the functions of
langnange, n=a means o conteol
behaviour and thinking. The
contribuators (o this understanding
omphasize that o person develops
because of an interaction with his
apcial and physlest epvircnment,
Thiz i= o dynamic view of man.

When working with congonitally
deaf-hlind pecple at an early stage
of dovelopment it hecomes evident
that we work with a combined
pavehnlogical made]l uzing different
miethnds which reflcet different
ideslogies, The eclectic psychologicnl
rweiiz] conslets of American
erientific behaviourssm, Soviet
socially oriented peychology and
Furopean humanist philasaphy
frcusing tho individual, We must
glways b gware that the coneept of
society, the concepl of man,
peycholegnen] theories and practice
in gpecial adueation wre all based on
different ideplogieal philosophies.
And congenitally deal-hiknd peapla
at an early stage of developmeni
mssl have their egqual share of the
resouree in socieky, They muast be
treated sgually in homes, at work
ard in edusation aecording to the
legislation and the view of man
exizting in the seviety where they
bive:

A functional
definition

Since 1080 the MNordie countries
hove applied o comman Mardic
definition of deaf-blindness. It iz of
grnt imporiance that this
definition iz fanctionol and does ned
reguive any minlmal loss of hearing
o visivns, The individual potentiol 1o
uae rezidual hearing or vision varies
g lot I ndl other conditions were the
pamie @ voung pevson would be able
to use residual hearing or vision &
lot better thun an elderly person,
and & pereon withoul mental
retardation will be able to sxplait

residuinl hearing or visian belber
than o person with mental
retardation

Dingnosing deaf-blind persans
becomes term-work whene
presupposed functions ke
commueiestion, social life, phveical
eomdition, work ability, datly Diving
skillz, housing conditions, economy
eie. must be taken into
consideration, and for congenitally
deaf-blind people alsn, information
o eogritive, emstional and motoer
development. A functivmal, as
oppored to & medical, dipgnesis can
slill b nsisd ns o progeess guide in
gpecial education te include poople
with ssvere handicaps in
hahilitation and rehabilitation
PragTamimes

Thia iz where the large group of
young ond pduft deal-blind persons
at an early stage of devalopment
bebeng. Yenrs ago they wers
wronely dingnosed as mentslly
retarded and they de nol receive the
necesznry halp they need for
optimal development,

This growp is probably much
larger than the group we know of
todsy, A considershle part of them
will be-at an-early stage of
davelepmient cognitively and
linguistically and hove sevaro
phyeicel handicaps. Many will have
hebhuviour prablems because of lack
of language and lnck of skills and
comprehensibility in their daily life

Thise persans musl necesaarily
be ineluded in the provisions that
exiat nnd that are planned for depi-
blind people.

Dige £ the functienal defimition it
15 diffieult to distinguish hetwean
congenitally deal-blind pesple and
multi-handivapped peosple that do
not uae hearing and vision
functionally. In the Nordie
countries wi have begun to
interpret the definition of deaf-
blindness so that persons who
do not use hearing and vision in
a functional way are also
defined ax deaf-hlind, even
though one cannot register loss
of hearing or vision using the
current medieal methods.

Even il we do have problems we
trew o defing this group separately
from pther handiecapped people,
They have n-strong need for
hatsilitatuen or rehabilitaton, and
therefore they must be fuken inio
conaideration when provisiong are
plammed for young and adult
eongenitally deaf-blind people.

The expression Tower
funectioning” used abowut deaf-
hlind persons is at besi
meaningless and at worst
diseriminating. In most cases it
refers to individuals at an early
stage of development in the
cognitive, linguistic, social,

emaotional and motor areas. [
wioidld be more correct in Mutwrs Ls
say 'persans at an early stage of
development’ oxpressing behiel in
cortinuous development, step by
starp, A we can create ppportunities
for imteraction,

By referring to cognitive
development as it t5 deseribed by
Piaget a-common riferense con be
created applving the six sub-atages
ol fha: sensory mader period. A farge
purber of the persins regairing
mngrayed services i youth and
adulthood will in their copmitive
develaprvent have redched a etage
corresponiding to the pre-operational
pericd ond cian hoodly be considerad
as inddividopls at an early stape of
dizvelopnent,

Continuved
Educational
Programmes in Youth

The first 18 vears of a congenitally
daf-blind person'e Hfe iz of crucial
tmpartance for funcltions later in
tifie, This period may be only &
guarierof their entire lifetim, [k
therelfore an urgent tosk for
parents, professionals and
politicinns to plan and execuie
praviaions fer them which ean offer
ppportunities for g meaningful
adulthood as close {0 the normal as
pasible Youth is the bridge pver
tho gap between childbeod and
adulthood and should be uzed to
preparce the young person for
adulthond. Doring the edication it
ghould be posgible for them s,

1 live together with sther voung
HEFS0RS

2 have hobby omd leisure tme
grkivities

4 have centinued school edueation

4 have veeational training.

Congeniiolly denfblind youngsters
have a siromg need for help so that
they will be zble io manage in
pdulthood, I8 will therafore be
natural to offer all of them 3 te 6
viears ol educatbon after primary
school, This continued educational
programme should be offered to all
perand, regardiess of functional
fevel, and must bo-adjusted to the
indivadual young pecsin’s
opprtanities o hasing. lemsure
time activities-and work in adult
Tife.

The progromme’s efficieney can
oaly be proved when all the above
mentioned facilities are running;
thay mzd be earefully planned.

Thare nre many rengons why
youlh i# sueh an important peviad of
life: The young person will
uperience §n omotional and

46| Bunr-uoy
Lo 0Ny DUig-joa ]



Decr-Bnd Education
Jan-Jjune 1989

practical liberation from his or har
parents which enibles both L
prepare for separation Iater in life
ared to eslablish new emotienal
relations, And during the young
perean’s education the Gamily,
parents and siblings can wisit him
witin naeded.

ln establishing dontinued
weduention it 1z important to
maintain & holistie view of man
witere the interdisciplinary team
provides well arronged conditions
and continuity in deily lifie.

Trvsome places in the worid
vontinued eduention is provided Tor
enngenitally deafblind vouth and in
other parts such provisions are
planned. We must be aware onee
again not to seErerate persons ol an
warly stoge of development, but plan
for all deaf-blind persons.

Communication
Cognitive and linguistic
developmant is hased upon
interaction with sther persons wnd
with enwirooment, According io
Piaget the devetopment of schemes
and the eo-prdination of schismes is
the base for images that later on
will be gymbolised vsing Baguistic
meclin,

Adult pereons at pnoearly stage of
development must therefors
continge by take part in-social and
practical activities that offer new
peroeptual poasibilities which are
functionel. [n this way the basis of
linguistic develspment is formed,

Many persond will not reach the
lewe] of sufTiciently sxpressive
lnnpguage, which is what we aim for
and can test, But 1= the sxpressive
language only the top of the jeeberg
which can be seen abeve the water?
The rest of the linguistic system
whach we cannat =ee 13 as importank
snd pomzists of smong other things:

=  Oreation of concepts
=  Inner language
= Receptivie longuage,

Concapts are created through
sERE0Y motor experience in
eatablishing sehemes which arg
changad through a=ssimilation and
aecommodation, They can eontinue
to devilop and form an important
besiz for gdult persons” independent
participation in dnly Dife netivities.
The aduli person will demonstrate
hiz or her cresiion of conoepts and
inner language by conerelo netion,

During sensory motor getivity wi
create images which are the
beginning of inner langesge, The
inmer languape will control &
person's actions depending on thi
memdry for temporal sequences,
and, in this way, it i&alss an
important ool for independent

living as an adult.

By u=ing total communication in
social and concrebe situations il s
possible Lo boild upa functional
receptive language which will be of
great viglue for daily
COmUmE e ation,

Our strong wish to develop an
expressive langoage most net let us
underesiimate the value of other
linguisiic elementa which are baste
for oiher skills,

The use of tortal commnnication
and structuring of peraons, Bhme and
plaee have holped many desf-blind
peaple at an early stage of
developpment. But nomatter which
hinguistic medinm wa apply, the
main prablem con=ists ol attubning
generalisalion with spomtsneous use
of eonmumication

This iz perhaps due (o the et
that communication often takes
plase gt staffs initiative and
therefore does not get an immeadints
functbion and thus lead o
peneralisation. We must be sware of
client's inilitives which are
fanetional and thereby more quickiy
lend to generalization,

Birong structuring 5% oflen
necedsnry to creats
comprehensihility and sntieipation
of activithes, and mlag io vedocy
chionis fenr and uncertainty, The
strurturing normally takes place at
atafl's inttiative, bat the client's
sigmale canindicabe when B mew
activity ig to be started. In sddition
tar tlikas gtadl must take care o
imtorpret the client's signals during
the activities.

Al this early gtage of
dovelopment, communication will
depend on any establiEhed
intersetien whiers staff tnierpret the
chient’s pre-symbalic signals as i
they have communicative value,
The pre-zvmbolic communication
takes place in eve-contact, following
of the glance, mimies, toach,
mivsenimibs of the hands,

Later in communicative
development ofher media from total
ecomimunieition can be applied liko
gonerete ohjects, 3-dimensional
madels, photos, dreawings,
pitogroms, natursl signs and sign
lanpuage.

Needs in Advithood

In adulthood the basic needs are the
aume a5 in youth and this entails
thit ndulthood is bailt up ond

|  Hewuring farilities that allow
aptimal independamee in duiby
petivitios with the possibility of
soiial netivities;

2 Opporiundlies to maintin and
devolop bobbies and loisure time
petivities and to make feisurs

Hme mesningial;

3 Wark or sceupation that gives
sall=lwction and oplimal wse of
qunlities and skills;

4 Continued education and
informatien for farther
develepment of communicativi
skilla g3 & tool for socual
developrment and foar
urdderstanding of secisty,

These hasle needs muest of course
alsi be met in the large number of
people wha have been educsted in
sehools or hoanes Tor deaf-tlind
pirsong, but wha today live in
institutiong for the mentally
retiarded.

Ty support these people the
following measures should be
planned:

*  Habilitation and rehabilitation
genires which offer {raining and
edpeation within the e premss
mentioned nhove. The centre
should funetion as a resoures
centre and shoald also do field
testing ond sdjustment of nids
and devices. In addition this
offers sduenation to =tall.

*  Advisery gervices should be
established to guide nnd mstroct
stalf and deal-blind pereons.

* CAdecentralised svetem of homes,
johe and eontinued educstion
adnpted to individual needs
ahould be establizhed,

Thes evstem shouid be
oetablished 1o ensure that the
individuals sajoy optineal
puesibilities for development and to
muintain and extend expertizs
within the field.

Wi should compile experience
ahaiit hoosing fecilities and
opporinities for jobs for persons ok
an warly stage of dovelopment
maethadically, How many persons
shiould live in the ideal group home
tomerl the individual needs for
eocial contact, leisure time activities
and soan? And how g shoald the
housa be toallow vocational growth
amone staff? How do we create a
model oy integration that excoeds
administrative msegration and
allows social Integration as well?
Haow cam we dovelop jobe for deaf-
hiind people st am early stage of
development <o thal they can gl
worlk o have activities which are
different from the sccupational
activities of kinne?

In the years to come it will also bo
nn important task to devalop
adeguate services le elderiy denl-
biind praple, =6 thot provisions vary
with the rhythm of life as it does for
able perapl, I8 happems-to oz and
should aleo happen io elderly deaf-
hlind peagils. *



The Kabarnet School for
Deaf-Blind Children

In most African countries thars s shll ne specialised suppaort for deaf-
blind children. 5o the repor from Lucy Lugonzo of the work In KEabarnel
School in Kenya is parficularly welcome, We hope soon fo hear of the
growth of other services fof deol-blind children in Eost Africa.

History of the Inshtulion

Tha ceal-tHiing schood was starfed
ot Kujo Schaol for the Deat in
Septamber 1581 by M Stephan
Lugianza, the fascner n charge. i
wias moved from Seuth Nyarzo 1o
it presant ploce ot Kobamet on
the Sty o oy 1985 where #
stands as o school of its awn within
e Specinl Education S3choal fio
othear handicaps

The sl |5 spanstrsd Dy e
Chrelstoffal Bindensnission (CBEW) of
Wast Garmany with the Kaernys
Society for Deaf Chidren as the
urriorali Sroansaiicn trrough
which all the money Cermes Tridem
tne C8M o the schools (fsponsars

Employment

fhere are 23 tegcherns,
subarcinote shatl are ermDloyec Dy
the hiinlstny of Educatcan, Scientce
and Technology. 4 Houwse hothss
ang emphoyved Dy the CHM

The presant errcimant of geof-
oiind children (s 29 betwean tha
aged of 3 — 13 vears and morg
LTy o i aorhy 19ES

Learning Prograrmime

The children ore fough!
salf halp livirg skt
foiiet training
CoO-QCIvE POVEIMantE
singing songs 1 iraining of
resicducd haaring ond spesch
trairing)
matons developmeant
signcl Dehowviour
rEnony fraining
wieual fraifing

Language

Teaching loRguage means 1o
CCCOMmpOry G Sigr Oof Word wath
oin action. This Increnses the chlld’s
irterest cind his oasimilotion of the
irformation. Inonder fo maks 1na
deaf-bind chid an octve leamar
o situation showsd be cracted In
which he can onficipate the raxt
attracine siruation, 'Evenis of life
for o chid arg assentialin o good
educotiona plan

Acivities
A Assesrnent Fesource Centre
exists for pararts of pra-schodl

Honcicopped Children, We mn
o courses aoch vear for parents

wiho hiows chidran inschool and
at home. The assessmeant
cammittaa offcial, the sehool
taaching slaff ard The
subordimaie staff ully velve
fermseives N hie exergise —
mioking the coukas g Wccaes

Hema Training Progrommes
The staff fallow U Suring the
December holidoys each year 1o
fird aul how porents cnd family
members copa wilh o
honecapped child ot homean
longuoge developmeant
motor develcomeant
orientation and mobiiity
aily virg kil
sacial educanon
constnaction of simple fow cost
oy
Ty SO Ty S0 E Ty
rababdilation of the
hongcoppsed child
guidancedcoursaling
protecton/come aducatasn of
childran
imter-donraction Daehyaan
indiviclugl fomilies ong socisfies
with all gesarnrment and
prvale agencias
e hove Ao Sther Sensses In
tenya for deaf-bind shildran
excap! thig Cantre

Aszessment

Im Bael Afpcan countres fhe
proodems of ossessment of
rondicaoped ahildren are still fo
b= settled. We still lock gualified
paychologists, peychiclita, spaach
Theropists, sooal workers org
taactkes CEowall, winc WOk wiotk
hiond in hord and brirg Datter
cesesment of the hongicopoed In
freir diffsoant oraos

M
==

Counselling and Parent Guidance

This-areo alsd hids iy pdeeDlars
from ihe porentsof handiccoped
chbdren o fTeochnems, QQctorn,
sociol warkers, sbe |1 s rolb aasy 10
fird homes of evan toinvite some
poarents o come 10 sohod or the
clinic for necassany odwica for Ina
ecicotion of thed hondlcopped
chid Wost one: Ivineg in naral oreos
where roads ara alrmoast
impossaths, Since n the past they
conscensd e ceal, e Dlind o
deaf-blind children fo baafl Ao
wik e to the fomily and
camrmiulty Of lorge they usually
a5k ‘How can o handicopped
chid i=am, ard whot can e do in
i end? 5ome hirk Hhear ghildren
miay b lost whersswer thay arg
beng foken toschool, ond won't
ayan adrmt gy Nove Q
hondicoppad chila af home

Qur pdon for the Future

A Phose 3 hvang uaitfhorme vEdne
5 envisaged. The school will
arcommodate about 50 deal-
bind chidkran with athar
RoncEcaps, el hove selt
supporting octvities for tha
production of food, by having o
friait giarder, o vegetabie garden
poufty kesping foraggs ond 2
dairy cows for milk

Older chilcran are 1o e
rahabiitated and 1o hova o
shishtered womkshoo for sewing.
Krittireg, toys, feld cookery ang
weaaing aotivities ats

Placemenis

Future fraining skils will oe
detarmined ard plansd
occarding fa tha progass Sf tha
nidnidual deaf-bénd chifd.
Mrs Lucy Lugonzo
Assistant Teacher lor Deal-BEnd
Children
P.O. Box 1258
Kabarmel
Eenyao.
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Stereotyped behaviour in
rubella-deaf and deaf-

blind people

Eleven

wmmnrmd the results
1987 on the same children, The

ogo, Jan van Dijk carried out a study of tlTﬁrnl.lp of Rubella-
ond Deal-Blind children in Victoria, Ausiralia,
of o follow-up study® which was carried out in

is article is a

was co-ordinated by Jan van Dijk,

with the assistance of Ruth Carlin of the Deaf-Blind Care Associotion m
Victaria, Austrolia, and Marleen Janssen of the Institute for the Deof,
Sint-Michielsgestel, Holland.

The follow-up study collected information on a number of variables,

including on stereo
the carlier findings.

rubella ‘deaf-anly’ children, sterectyped

behaviour patterns and compared them with
alysis of the data revealed that in the group of

behaviour had almast

disappeared . wrhile in the majority of the rubella deaf-blind
mb&ﬁfﬁuﬁmﬁm behaviour patierns still existed, This article
ki :

5 at these

with o deaf-blind young person, usi

stersotyped behaviour and o co

Intreduction

Sometimes nture provides the
selentist with information on
hermirn besings who are born and
raized in oxtremely deprived
circumstandces — such g& children
who are edweated by animals, o
those who are congenitally dial and
blind. Most studies show that
despite the extreme conditions.
chifdren still shew rather novmal
bebhavioural patterns, such as
taughing, smiling, pushing and
puilling. Among sensory-doprivid
young children, so-called
uctemnt}']*:;'rl BEI R IMIT B VY
atriking and hes attroctad the
atbentien of many researchers

It 18 recorded that primoates
rermovied from their mother at birth
and reared inosgcial isalation can
develop behaviowrs such as ingee-
sucking, eelf-clasping, bodyv-rocking
pnad head-banging. However, similar
behaviours can b ohserved 1n
normal children and in blind and
mentelly handicapged infants. Sane
gutistic children an engiago 1n
ribualiatic stereotyped behaviour to
sueh an exlent that they seens to
bt pomplete contact with the
eravirunment. Here the behaviotur
has besn referrad bo ms ‘sell
sttmilatory’, and moy inclhuds
rivythmic rocking, hand-Napping
finger-Micking ond twirlmg olyects
i [raet of the eves, It @& generally

figures and examines one experimental way of working

5 fo reduce

= T

self-reinforcing
ibute to productive

agread that these behoyviours ars
VETY hurd 1o distournee in children
and may interfere with the
peeorence of normal play and the
learning of new behoviours
[m edeal-hiknd children severil

typesaf stereotyped behaviow

atterns-are froguently observed. A
primbair of tliese behEvionrs are
centred ground the eves, such ns

eye-piking and eve-gouging. «dar
v [k ha= mades an extensive
F--';;:f_":'
ety |
y i
—':x T |
AN P
= 74 - |
|
el \
'\.|‘_‘. 1
Y T B '
*-_HE__‘____ _,_-.—ﬂ‘_._FF,.r" E ! g
Light gazing

study il these behaylours in deal’

tlind children and hes tried to moke

- differentiabnn bebwesn the
sevirel types o sterenky |||'-|5I
Belavaour that they showed, In his
resparch sample, tws groups eould
b digtinguished, One group of
children wiere deal or hard of
hamrng ‘only’, caused ||:|' ergeniiod
rubsilla, while the nther groug s

Jon van Dijk

rubalip-deaf and hod 2everely
impalred vision through bilateral
calapiwcts, These ehildren we eall
deaf-hlind. 1t hos olton heen
reparted thial deaf-biind children
show an unisual reaction B visual
stimuli. Stwdies report rhildren
involved in light gazing or
producing stroboscopic hanid
mavements while walehimg o visual
stimulys, Citen this iz accompanied
by ey poking. This behaviour was
s seon in the grodp ol ‘desl only’
children but wine much more
prisdominant smong chifdren with
visunl impmirmeml Ciftern tovs-nmad
athar uijects were need for this kind
af seli-stimulsiory behaviour, sueh
iz torrhes, light sourees, shing
surfaces, wte, When these stimuli
wire present, the children
fregquently bocmme very groosed oo
diffienult to reach

(iher typies of gtereotyped
bhehaviour wo studied wers rhyihmic
bisdy-rocking. head-Banging, moiiing
iht jumping . 4 i3 asswmed that
thicso oarly rhythmic patterns give
thie chifd feelings of pleasoure pod
reliel: in normal ehildran thoss
pekivities digappenr with ago,

[t i= widely reportad that
mizninlly retavded childven carry
st stercstvped mobsr palterns for g
groat gart of the day. This could be
throsgrh ancimability 1o respood
pprpropriately i the demsnds of the



environment — in particuler such
children’s relattonzhip te most
ohjecis seems disrrganized and the
aame can be said of deaf-blind
children, However, thise
siereatyped motor sctions may not
only relabe to defocts ol intelligence
— omig thivd of 'deal only” youngsters
showed this behaviour abso, while
thie intelligonee of this group wis
above average

It shautd be noted that both
groupe of rubells children had &
poor atart to life, doe to low birth
wetghl, feeding problems and
hospitalisation. 1t 15 generally
acknowledged that when & child i=
deprived of ppproprinte maternal
etimulation st an early age, or the
mither lives undér grest stress,
undesirnbls behaviour may develop.
The rubslla deaf-blind child may
al=o have suffered brain damage
fram the virnl infoction.

These factors must be considered
when disenssing the edusational
strategies for working with deaf-
Blingd rubells childeen. Is it posaibie
to change sterestyped behaviour, &
that time and enargy are freed for
mare productive activity? Will thesa
whildren natwreally sutgrow this
behaviour with age, s is the case
with normal children?

The Study

From our original sample of 81
children tn 15976, we aelected 27
snbjects. 18 wers hearvingampaired,
aind 9 were both héaring and
visunlly-tmpalved, All were robella-
handicapped. At tho first
assezsment the children mveraged
§.5 vears old. Al the second, they
evernged 16.5 yoarsold, OF the ‘deal
enly’ sampie, sll but one subject
scored within the normal range of
intelligence, All the deaf-blind
subjectz showed low intelligense (15
le=s than FOL

Im the original study, stercotyped
behavigur was azsezaed by using
items from Rimland's checlkelist. The
list contuins items relating to the
chitld's reactlon to sensory
etimulntion {particulerly to light),
hand movements before the ayes,
soutnd and smell. Other items deal
with racking, whirhing snd jumping.
The fivst study showed a significant
difference between the groups in
their responses to sensary etimuli,
bt mo mignificant difference in their
aterestyped motor movements, such
s repetitive jumping, ete.

In this study, all subjects were
reazsessad by o trained
prychologist, Ruth Carlin, Dats wae
collected with the ‘Autism
Behiaviour checllist’ (Krug, Arick
and Almond, T880), In the
contraction of this checklist,
Himliend's checklist was used. With

the Autism Behasivar checklist, one
can compire several categories of
severaly handicapped children with
nutistic-like behaviour — degt-
blind; severely mentally retarded
ond seversly emationally distuebed
children and adults disgnosed as
autisgtic. The checkifst has five
entegonies: sensory funchioning,
relations and contact, use of bodies
pnad ebgects, language and social
adaptation, For deaf-blind hildron
the data on language, speech and
hearing sheuld be interpreted wnth
caution, The sectionz on sensary
functioning and vse of body and
ofijects, expecially identily those
atersotyped behaviour patterms we
nasesned in the original stody. This
makes A comparison guite reliable.
It also makes it possible to compare
this group with the tvpieal resulis of
gutistic children,

Climbing, Bght-sesking

Results

= Among the 'deal only’ rubelln
children, the stereotyped maotor
actions have almost completely
disappeared aver the vears. A few
subyects atill show a rather strong
interest in gome mechanical toys log
spinningl and were reluctant fis
change routines, but these
bebaviours are certainly not
deminant and hardly upset the
normal course of life. Thie resulls of
this group shivw no similarity at all
with mulizm,

* The group of deaf-blind childrén
show a completely different picture;
O the yeara, two children have
ilmpst completely lost their strong
invalvement in stereotyped
behaviour, ineluding the streng
precceupation with light spurces
Twa children arve still heavily
invelved in ol serts of stereotype
behaviowr and can be classified as
autizlic children. The remainder of
the group show the typical deafs
biind profite, which is eimilar to the
prafile for mentally retarded and
soverely emotionnlly disturbed
chibdren:

Discussion

After the rubella outbreak in the
USA in 19645 mworeness of rubella
and its resulis bevame very high,
Thres years alter the spidemmic a
vacrine was developed which guve
women protection. For different
reasims, wimen still escape
vaccination, and children with
dizabilities due to rubella are still
born all over the warld. It s
astimated that in Holland, & conntry
of 14 millien inhabitants, 30 — 104
rubeila children are born eoch year.

In many countries not all the
Proper measures are taken to
prevent the birth of rubella
children. In the UTSA it is estimated
thiat there are 20,000 peaple
handicapped by congenital rubelln,
Depending on the time of infection,
the health condition of the pregnant
woman and other unknown factors,
the effiect of the vires Infection on
the developing embryo vames. [E 2
generally not realized that rubella i=
i Tate an-sol” dizease; this means
that seme symptoms maoy show up
Luter in life such ae diatetes
mellitus and glaveama, Too little 1s
known, ss yet, about the mental
development of older rabella peaple.

Research intorest in rubella-
handicapped people seemsiobe
decreasing now. This is regrettable,
biecoase fofbw-up studies can shed
light on problems which might ba
very prooninent st a voung age, but
disappear or become less dominant
over the vears. A development study
of thiz kind has valoe alss for
gimilay growps of dispbled people.
The regssessment of our originad
sample strengthens our epinion that
earty visual impairment has a
devastating influence on the
development of the child asa whols
Lack of ppropriate visual etimuli
at arearly age, in combination with
a poor physical condition, hag a
devastating offect on the developing
human baeing. It seems that the
ciild habitually tries o make up' fer
thiz deprivation by seoking
continuons, sterastyped, stirmuali.

Im epsen withoat visunl damage,
the start o life wae aleo poor, but
the child could become interoated in
n variety of stimuli, breause mother!
child intergction could take place
wsing the normal visunl channels
and children and children could
lewrn about people and objecrs. This
cian bean important compensating
factor fora poor. physical and soial
gandition sarly im life.

In pur original study, we stabed
ihat the stromg invelvement in
stereniype behaviour by the chifd
with o cntarnct was nob a promising
predictor for the child's
developmant. The first reports of
our follow-up study seemed fo
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confirm our prediction. [t should be
noted, however, thot fwo ehildren
developed uwnoxpeetedly well, In
order to gain insight inio these
survivors, we need careful
description of the course of their
development over the years. This is
a plea for more careful ense studies,
whivh may give toschers creative
idems on how to suceeesiully wokk
with these children.

Can selection of toys

contribute te reduction
of stereotyped
behaviour?

Chitldren with a high level of
stereatyped behaviour tend to
ingorporate tovs inta thie kind of
behavinur. Some fove may even
ineragse ptereatype behaviour.
Different approaches have been
tried to stimulate meaninglil play
by u=ing ouisile reinforcement
Here we suggest thist using specinl
toys whars manipulation itsell is
reinforcing to the ehild, ean reduce
stereolyped behuviour and increase
meaningiul play behaviour,

The Study

We warked with one rubelta boy,
deaf and partially-sighted through
kilateral cataracts (removed ). His
Socinl Quotient (Vineland) was 57
He was chasen because of his high
Tewel of sterectyped behavioar, In
our first observations ho spent GO
uf his time in stereatyped behayvlor
pnd less than 25% of his thme in
menninglul manipulation of play
objects.

The experiment was carried vt ina
gmall, dark room, The bay was
presented with familiar foys (a
colowr cane, & ball, liego construction
materialsl gond unfamiliar toys G
oy with marhles, blecks amd ‘push
bends"), We alzs used Speclal Toys
(ealf-reinforcing] — a zig-zag slids
with an easy to manipulate diec, o
togthed wheel which could be
operated with & small handle and
an-activity centoe (o plastic frome

with eqsy o spin mirrers and ringzh,

The child had a sumber of sesslons
with familar toys, new toys and
gpecinl toys, ' We recorded haw aften
hie showed sterontyped behoaviour
without teys, with tnys and active
manipulation. A number of
statistical checks were undertaken
to ensare the validity of the resulis,

Results

The teys which pave immediate
reinforcement when they were
manipulated (ie the dise had &
calour pattern which changed when
it was put on thislide) led fe more
independent play behaviour in

comparisn with srdinary toys. The
iflect wae lung-lasting —
reaseessment after 4 months still
ahwwied that during 82% of the {ime
the child was engaged in
independent play. Familinr and new
o= are less appropriate to
stimuinte independent play

Far thiz boy, moving toys with
spicitl visunl effectst which could
e manipulated easily wore wery
appealing and eheited simple
sensary moboer aclivities such as
spinming, using bwi hands, moving
forwierd and etopping, ete, There
were inetapies when the boy
combined the activities of twa
special foys.

We conclude that sterectyped
behuviour can be reduced
eamgiderably by salecting special
toye. Such o solection should be
done on an individual basis, by
working sul whether the materials
will have an immesdinte reinforcing
effent for the child.

* Reprints of the fell article ean be
ohtmirnd fram: Jan van Dk,
Inatitiont voor Doven, Theerestraat
42 5271 GD, 5t Michiclsgestel,
MNethorinnds,

West Germany

A repart has been published by the
Ministry of Educakon of ihe Stote of
Lewer Sawony giving recommendeotions
for the instructian & ivgn al the
sehaal for the d-udl:rhndg

The authors of the report are &
distinguished commities of leadin
exnperts from the schaal and from the
Univarsity of Homburg.

Tha report is 84 pug::. loid out in
sight, majer sections as lawes |mach Is
pxhmnsiveby siib-dividad]:

1, The shadend

2. Tha furclions and abjechives ot the
swchisal

3. Principles of taining ond education
4. Organisation of the scheool

5. Media {oids ond equipment]

&, Timetables

7. longuage aoquisifion

E. Recommendations for further
eduealions! oreas and subjects of
intatruckion
A5 an mmp‘u al the sr;,-]e i

carent, hers i @ sub-section:

3.3 Curriculum design
Ceal-blind people ore rarely able ko

percaive and comprahend saquences of
oefians and to gather information or
aoquire knawledga independantly, Al
educafional content must be imparied te
1o fhem in a purposeful manner. Due he
the graat varishility in the indivicual

al disabilities as well & bocowsn
af tha differances in aach indwvidual’s

mend the learning poterticd of

the deal-blind varies considercly.
Tharefore, a personal curricubem hes 1a
be desigrad for ench child, sach
adalescent ar adult ond modified
according Jo the indivicua!'s current
sl ulli'falcrpmunl. The neca
pelection of keachi
with precficol consi

confent |4 mdide
ofions in mind as

I its imperonce in lifs. On the ane
hard the objeciive of sach ndividual
curriculum is bo enable e deot-blind
persan to lood o more independent life;
on fhe efhar hond it aims of enriching
hiz lite, The instructional content i
basad an the experiences wiich tha
individunl aecumulates in the caurse of
evarydoy direct contocts. Loser on it
besames necassony to modily e
curriculum contant fo inchude
information which the deaf-blind have
no access jo fhrough ecual
confronhaticn.

The educakanal E‘rnﬁummﬁ af the
Edueaticnad Cantre for the Deaf-blind
focus an pradical education for
evaryday life, social educafion, general
edveatien and wpootional kaining. The
development and improvement
communication skills are of poromaoont
I rhoamce Al:v:qrding te their
::mduul handicop ond copabiliies the
daat-hlind leam te read, writs and do
arithmetic and are fhe usual
school Wh-lmil.; I nﬂ:lLew iobe T-:IH&H:
participate in fhe working wedld,
urTIhughl spacific wark anlzérls. el J
skills,

The repart canceens itself with 'able’
deaf-blind students 1t is ovailable in
Gerran or English. Details ere o3
fallows:

Pubished ty the Garman Edueafionol
Conére bar the Deab-blimd in co-
ardinalion with the Ministry of
Education of Lower Saxcay’

File numbear 8218510

Sacond edition [April 1987

158k 392201016
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Preparing teachers fo
work with deaf-blind

Come 1o Birminghom to troan fo
toach desf-blind children! This is
now possible — although the UK
hns been plenning to have its oan
courses for over 5 yeirs. The
programme af study fite intoa
patiern which is comman to spectal
education training in the UK and
gives a wide theoretical basis while
'|;-r-:|1."i|_'|i|1F; spporiunibies 41T .-|'.rHI|l:| An
average of 2 dovs g week in
educaticn centres cheerving no
werrking with deal-blind chifdren

The propramime — & jank
vanture between the University of
Birminghrm mnad Westhill Coliese, o
local collugs vesponsible for feacher
education — is for exporicnesd
teachers wha are qualified to teach
regular children., It invalves full-
timne atudy for one year, Studenis
take S6ths of their study within tha
special orese of dealblindoess (o1
multi-zenzory impairment = 1 is
pomctimes fermed with U6th of the
work gselectod from o number of
oplionsl courses available within
the special education department of
the University,

Content

The content of the teaching ia
grouped inte 5 main blecks of woark
o et e,

Module Une 15 on Aspects of
Child Development. Thiz module
provides-an evérview of norma
child development, follssed by &
gonatderation of curront reserrch
into dovelapmental assessment and
reconl Btuddies 1n mnlor
development. The implicatims af
thes=e for vemedintion and dassroom
praciice is disgussed, wilh
particular attention being paid {o
ihe areas of freding. movement and
mnbility.

WModele Two covers Sensory
Impairment, The module considers
defisctz of hearing and visiom and
their implications for learning. The
assesament of functional visten and
hearing m multi-gaensory mpmiced
children iz exnmimed together with
way= of stimulating and develnpang

children

Tony Best,
University of Birminghom, England

residun| vistn and hearing. The
muodile alse considers Ehe uzo and
develsprment of other channels of
lenrming and eommunieation suech
as fouch

Mudule Thres. on
Communiention, opens witl
diseassion of parly communicatson
and language devatopment. followed
by detpiied discussion on the
devaelopment of commumication
skills in deal-hlind children, The use
of gigm and =ymbol syziems is
epwered throogh lectssres fnd
praciical work

Module Frar is titled
Curriculum and Teaching, The
mmtn [aius ol this module = an the
gvaluztion of selocted theortes of
currieulum design and terching, m
p=senisally practical situations, The
wirlk undertoken includes
approachas to the amalysis of
teachig =liliz and svaluation of
practice: the seltng of abyjeit v
essential vespurces for o multi-
sensory curriculwm; the
develapment of cheervation =kills]
and classreom managemant

The inal module i= oo
Population snd Provision, |i
starts by examining the population
of children andg voung peagple
nesiling specialised provision and
tepching beciwse af multi-2ensary
impairments, This leads to
discwasian af the runge of provision
requiTed ta fulfil their veried needs,

A serles of vigils to existing services
forms an mtegral part of the
madule. There ie alea stady of tho
muin raeded of deal-biindnesa, such
as Hubally and Usher syndrome,
and of their educational
imphicatime,

Format
Teaching on-all thess medules ie
curried sut through o eomblnation
af leetures — often including the use
of wideo tapes and discussions —
and project work, With stuadentz
working for & day 8 week in local
srhoalz, it = posaible to undertpke
wirle there divectly relatsd ta the
content of lectures, Some af the
srzsions are hased on diacussion of
that |:||_'.-'|r1i|_'.1'l NPT HITECE, Far
eamiple, in studying
eommundestlon, 3 lecturer may
exmine types of pro-symboliz
communication and studants then
be given a framework for systematic
oheeryvation to identify pre-symbalic
communication in the children they
are-wirling with. Fusther groap
disrussinn will erable thies exchanie
al information and the
inlerprelotion of behaviour, perhaps
has=ed om video-tapes made by the
students during their observations:
While =ome of e seazions fullow
thiz surtl of patiern, sther lectames
are token with groups of students
dallowimgr nesoeinted courses. For
expmple, audinlogy lectures are
fiken with teachers praparing th
wark with childreen with hearving
impairments althongh project work
vistt= and additianal seagions
ensire tha content meets thi
specific needs of teschers of deai-
blind. Simileely some work an
curriculam |'I|:_u-:1g|'| s taken with
students preparing to tesch children
with severs learning difficulties.
Thie mix of thearetical and
practical syark 1= alsn seen in the
programmmie of vistiz We have been
very much helped by the willingmiess
of a mumber of centres of excellonee
ti mllow aur students to visit them
and discuss their work. Ineluded in

&861 Sunf-uor
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the programme is Pathways al
RNIE Condover Hall School, Sense
heeadquartere in London and their
centre for young adults at
Birmingham, Whitehields Schaol
near London and 51 Michielsgestel
both orgamised much appreciated
study visite lasting several days. A
doweiek teaching practicam is an
pesessed component of the
programme and this vesr students
have had placements arranged in
Foea MacDonald School, Ontaria;
Perlons School, Massachusetts;
Tauhblindenwerk Hannaver, as wall
as at centres within the UK,

Research and
Development

The content and structure of the
programme is being developed ar
part of o Sovear research project.
Thie project dime to determing the
masl elfeetive ways of providing
tepehors with the skills needed ty
wirk with deaf-ilind children and
s many sspects of courses are being
examined for this project. The
eontent was originally dotermined
nfter con=sultation with
orgamizations end centres concerned
with deaf-blindness in the UK and
using the advice and exparience of
pverseas centres whoro teacher
education was taking place, The
progress of the course has been
monitored carefully from the sutset
through Informal discussion with
etudents, and more forinal meetings
hetwean the stail invelved and
bretwesn stafl and students. As a
result, severnl modifications have
heen made to the course in progress
and others will be made when
planning next vesr's courses, We
are now looking at additional ways
of evaluating the pragramme,
inchoding o stody of how useful it is
zeen by both etudents omco they
have retorned to their teaching
poats and by their employers:

There will also be an
internationsl external advisory
board to monitor the progreass and
development of the work,

The University of Birmingham
has extensive experience of dislance
lesrning {correspondence coursesl
and so the final recommendations
for the format, struciure and
contont of the programme may
imvalve an element of distance
learning through the study of
written or video material. This
winiald gpen up the possibility of
Juining with centres in other
countries in eechanging information
and material and perhaps oven

affering comman elements in each of

the programimes, This concept of
cooperation in etalf preparation
within onr small specialism is

something we are enthusiastic
about and we have already had
gome discussions with colleagues in
Burepe, USA and Canada. There
seeme b be universal Bgreement
that it 15 an exciting concept worthy
of further examination and so we
anticipate that this communication
will conlanne syver the next 2 venrs
and result in some joint teaching or
uge of common materials in severnl
oountrios,

Conclusion

Estahlishing @ new course is
exeiting and when it is ina
eompletaly new area of study, it is
particulerly challenging. The first
yvear's work is now well under way
Students currently teking our
eourses in depf-blindness have
backgrounds in severe learning
difficuliies, heaving impolrments
and deaf-blindness. They will each
be undertpking their tepching
proticum during the weels
fullewing Enster and will then
complate their studies by working

ooy i 12000 wised thesis researching
gnme aspect of education of deaf-
hlind ehildren. We hope that, when
they leave us in August, it will be
with information and skills that
they ean wse and further develop in
their future work with deaf-blind
childran,

We betieve the work desenbed
abvie will make 4 significant
contribution ta the development of
pervices in the UK to deaf-blimd
childrven and their fGmiliea. The
progromme snd our reseacch ko
teacher preparation has bean made
pussiblo through genersus granta
from the Leverhulme Trust, Marks
and Bpencer and Senae, the
Mational DeafBlind and Rubella
Aezoriation. The programime of
study 18 under the direction of Tony
Beet — who is also responsible for
programmes at the University in
visual handicap — with Margaret
Davidsom ns course coprdinaton’
resenrcher in charge of developing
the programme as part of a resenrch
programme in teacher educaiion.

Resource Cenires
in the U.S.A.

Last year, the National Infermaticn

Cenire on Deaf-Blindness (MICDE) wos
founded in the US4 basad on Gallaudet
Universiby, # eperaies o frae rlarmalion

SETVIDD,

Why @ Natienal Information Centre?
— Mexe than 5,240 school-oged
children in the LS4 ars da-u{-l:gind.
— Availobility of infarmation on
effective opproochas fo educoting
chifdren i are deabblind is locking

Whaot does the Centre da?
— {deniifies, co-ordinates, and

disseminates infarmation on deaf-
blindrimss — Ha couses, services

Rubella Survey in Japan

P50 doaf school children aftend 104
schoals for the deaf in Jopen. Ina
racunt survey 285 were idenlifred ho
hava o history of moternal rubella. 275
had deafness alona, 14 alsa hod
caloracts, 40 congenital heart disecss,
and 14 cosarocts ond congenital heart
disease,

Bacouse of the number of deak pupils
in ardinary schagls, the ressorchers
calculate that the satal number of deaf
school childron with CRS (congeniol
rubella syndroma) should be 824, They
conclude that a surmillones sysiem For
CRS should be estoblished

Rubella immumization has anly
rm:m!fl}r bean infraduced in Japan.

The infermctional Mewslsiter for the
Do Aifnd

ovloble, educabonal malerisls,
effactive aducobionol approaches,
techrolagy and raining.
;ﬂfl:rnq:;wﬂh :nb.u'_::durs,

S5I0N08 Qrowps, @ renis b
icdentify areas for prngmrrﬁing.
materials development, training and
expansion of specific sarvices,

Hew ean the Centre help?

Tha Centre alsa prosides infarmafion cn
dan-hlindnass I?:,.-au haye fueshions,
cancarns, o rasources 1o shore obout

ceat-blindreii, pleoe call v

Mationol Information Centre on Deaf-
Blindness

oo Gollouder Universipe

College Hall 217

BOO Flardn Avenus ME

Wshingfon, DC 20002, USA

|B00} £72-6720, axr. 5289 (v/TDD)
|202) £51.5289 |V,/T0D)

Matisna! Cleard an Cansers
and Employment in Special Education
2021 K Sireal HW, Suite 315
Wn::hi.rua‘h:n, O 20008

MICHCY

Mationa! Information Centar for
Children and Youth with Hondicops
POy, Box 1492

Wshinghon, DC 20013

HEATH Resource Center

Elahanal Clearinghouse on
Fastsacon Educatian for
Handicapped Individuals

Cine Dupant Circha MW, Suika &70
Washington, DC. 20004



NUD — The Nordic
Staff Training Centre
for Deaf-blind Services

Marjaana Suosalmi, Director of Education at the Cenire
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Marjoana is Finnish. She studied ot
Jyvaskyla University ond aftended
eourses on deal-blindness at 51
Michinlsgestel and elsewhere. She was
resident of the 10t Wearld Congress
the Deaf in 1987 . She has worked
os o counsellor for deaf-blind chitdren
and their families and olso os an
administrator concerned with special
housing and sheltered workshops.

As Director of the NUD she is
responsible for plonning ond

management of training, reseurce
services and development wark.

Background

In 1981 the Nordie Ministers
Couneil [("the Nordic Governmant ™)
established courses [ir parsonne)
working with deal-blind people as
an experimental form of fraining
After some years experience the
corses were made permanent and
the irpining ventre was established,
Niow the centre has three main
mmctHons within the field of deal
blind work m the Nordic:

= Training courses fur stalf
. Rasourer servion
. Development work for deai-

Bline services

We nrrange services ona Mordic
hinsis bescause of the following facts!
11 The population of each Nordis
country is too small to enable high
slandard services on o pational
Eenle,

The Nardic countrias are
Denmark dwith the Faroe lslands
and Greenland), Finlond, leelond,
Norway and Sweden.

24 This srea (about the size of the
rest of Evrope ! with a population of

L2

about 23 millien allvws us to baild
up expartise regarding small
handicap groups.

31 The Nordiz eountries have long
traditions of co-operation: the sami
gulivesl bueckground bazed on the
fact that the ares has beon divided
inte national stabes in many
different ways, e.g, Finlaod has
belomged 1o Bweden, Morway to
Drenmark etc

4) Thows who speak Danish,
Morweginn or Swedish are abla to
understand each other withowt
interproting, Interpreting services
must however be provided for
Finnish ar leelandic speaking
peapl.

£ The administration snd the
financing of Mordic co-aperation Bs
established af different levels and in
dilferent felds,

The Nordic Definition
of Deaf-Blindness

The following deseription of deaf-
Blindness hpg been agreed upon in
the Nordic counbriaes:

A pergan fu dogfblind wfeer he !
ahe has o gevere degres of combined
erisaen ! it aneliiery deparrmend.
Somee deaf-find peopde are fotally
deaf e Wik, while othors have
residi! hegpring wond residual
pigiom. The severity of the combined
vigue! ane anditory inipolrments
meeins Hhad deafbling people camnes
autopraricelly wiilise services for
peaple with pisuel fmprirmonts or
with hearing impairments. This
deafhfindnesy onfaile exprens
diffieudiien with regerd o edueation,
froining, woking e secinl N,
culture! aefivities pnd informetion

For these who are born denf
Blied, or who aegeire deafbiindniss
af o early age, e aiteation is
grmpiedted By fhe fock that they
s additione! problema offecting
their pesdonalily and befaviowr.
Sueh romplicntions further redues
their chances af exploiting their
resided pienn o earing.

Dhearfihlind ness musd therrfore by
regiardied ar o separgte disabilify
wlieh pegitiees special mitfods of
com i rioation and speciol metfods
Jowr maping with the fusctions of
ererydmy i,

For the development of services
for deaf-blind perssna it has been

most imperiant to emphasize that

deal-blindness must be regarded as

o seporate handicap, We also find it

ezgpntial to underline strongly that

mast deaf-blind porsons do have
residusl hearing and vision, but
musl be congidered as deal-bimd

PETEONS,

When planning training services
werr divide denlblind people infoe the
fllowing four groups due to their
different waya of cammunicating,
having; however, their iselation in
citmman {the groups are listed from
the amallest to the largest):

" The group of deal-blind persuns
with congenital visual
trnpairmenl, asquiring hearing
inze later in life

#  Congenitally desf-blind persons.

= The group of deaf-blind persans
with congenitsl hesring
impairment, acquiring Inse of
vigion Iater in life.

= The group of deal-blind persons
born hearing and saving, and
whe bose sight and hearing later
i lifi,

¢ . 80% of all deaf-blind porzons
haye residual hearing or
restdun] visbon.

The Nordie Stall Training Centre
eerves staff working with all these
groups of deal-hiingd persons, with
poople at oll ages and invarious
eorial situatinns.

The Deaf-Blind
Person as a Whole?

We want to see the deaf-blind
perzon s 4 whole, We cannot divide
him into smell plecss but must
comsider him sz one whole pereom
with the human characteristics of
interaction between body and mind,
of senses. and motor skills, of brain
and heart, of emotions and
imtellectunl =kills — o whitover
words vou might want to choose to
describe the complexity of 8 human
besing.

Life is o continuous process
where & peraon b8 taking part in
ind of dinlagae with his
emvironment. Thie dialogne —
which does not need to be linguiste
— mus=t be considered as a erucial
process ina person's development,
Peaple with all their senzes intac
very naturally take part in this
dialogue. A deaf-blind person will
neisd special programmes and
services 1o be established according
to his nweeds, to asaure this on-going
dilogue with his envivonment,

It i= therefore notural for the
centre b offer training
opportunities for all kinds of Nordie
staff to deaf-blind persons. Mearly

6861 MUNF-UDP
LoHOannd pung-Ioss
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il siar =tal¥ training activitics are
uulti-disciplinary as far as both
participants and lecturoers e
coneerned,

We believe in Ehe 4n-going statl
training prscess, az will, Therefore
different formes of stafl development
services have been established to
maintain continuous professonal
developrment and mapiration,

The Functions of the
Centre

The functions of the sentre are as
Pl Tyt

11 Edueation

Thi centre rvanges G week s
courses, 2 weok workahops on
varipus subjects nnd shorter
voenferences each year, Absut 104
persons participate in the courees
per year, and several hundreds if
Nordic conforences are arranged.

T Resnlnes sErvices

The eentre has a library which has o
pespuree funetion publishing a
hiblisgraphy, keeping sn articls
index on e most impertant titles
on deal-hlindness and serving a: &
place fur individoal and group
gtudies. Information 15 spread by g
newelotter which is published twice
n year and by the regular
rorrespondencd with our
approximately 250 contact persans
throughout the Mordie,

31 Development work

Our development work mostly aims
at the documentation of actunl
knowledge, A two year project has
heen enrried out § P9RE — A3 called
ihi Project Mordic Directory; As i
conerste result of this we now have
five boaks and seven articlss on
different pedsgeiie, social,
peychological and medical tepics
gnd mueh mare material s under
pregaration,

Some Practical
Information

The centre is located in Northern
Jutland in Dommark. It hasa
permanent staff of 8 persana
working in the secretariat, fn
addition 1o 1his about 50 experts
fram the Nordic and abroad lecture
at the centre yearly,

All the courses ato free of charge
Travel axpenscs and full bord are
paid as well. The employers usnally
grant prid beave for our cmirss
pariicipants,

The Future

Wi have nob found any veasen L
make radical changes n tho

serdlees of the centre, A continusus
development ls, hawever, necessiry,
The changes in national services for
the deal-blind 45 well as the
educational systems place
TOQUArEEENLE on the programme of
the centre,

Some questions discussed by the
hoard of governors are as falliws

i1 How com we ensure the
cantinunus infitencs of the
“romsumere” on the peogrimme
af the cenire?

2% Due to the tneressed amount of
national training apportunities,
the form of the courses has to ba
evalunted and pezaibly some
pducatioinl modules Giting the
natinnal ayllabozes will have to
be intvaduced.

a5 Although we belivve i Lhe
intordisciplinary approach, theys
might be g need For certain

professional groups to have
workshops or o course of their
gwn. Until now, only physicians
hawve hod their own conferences,

41 Wi lnllow the Europesn
discusgion on stall development
with great interest, being very
happy about the introduction of
a broader concept of stafl’
training, namaoky “slafl
development”, Wi are very miuch
looking forward to seeing fruitful
resilis from this new concept,
which, in particular is disvussed
anong professionals working
whth conpenitally donl-blind
PETEHIE,

In peneral we are very pleased to
hove many internabional contacts
which we want th maintain and to
develop in order to share knowledge
and know-low andin this way
ereats a better world for deaf-hlin:d
perzons tolive in. b

[ A Glimpse of Australia

in Movembar 1788, | spent three weaks
in Ausiralio, my First visit. The main
reasan for tha frip wos the cocosion of
tha Fifh Intarnatianal Retinitis

mentasn Associafion Congress in

helbaurra This ess combined a
scipntific ond research meeting wilh
e ramime fer weith refinifis
pigmeninss thair famtlies

Sevaral exciling developments were
discirssed in the soanfific section. A
Diutch group working on geretics hod
fownd three bits ot genetic moerial
mising, which ore very close fo'the

ere respansible for chorsideramia,

his iy a -:q_r'ﬂﬂiﬁnn which offects moles
and iz simitar o BP. This discoverny
means thal they are very class fo
lacating the gena responsible for the
fesalt which couses choroidersmio,

Perheips the most signikicant
development for deat people i the
inﬁrelufsin_g numlﬁr afe r imglants
which are now bei uh:;n{p'ed an
profoundly and MIEE)' d Eients,

The workshop on Ushar ;;ﬂmme
s atenided a5 ptﬂpl&_. crown
e o Far alield as Tosmoma, Mew
Zealand and France. The population of
affected femilies s scaterad over vast
distances. Providing o strvice ko
families wha require infarmafion,
sugpart, skills rruining ond cearaer
acruice will be & chaliangs for the
agencies who serve the iearir!g and
visually impaired in Australasio.

Fallowing the Congress John Fineh,
Heod of the mF-E.hE Cara
Associofion in Vicaria, kindly arranged
a camprehensive series of visits o mest
of the ogencies ium'an deal, blind and
deat-blind peaple in fhe Melbourme
oreo.

The Victarian School far the Deat
haa bean testing for Ushar Syndrome in

its prapils since. | 984 and has idenfihied

1T affected childran. 'I|'|'r= i{nre of
ictorio supparts a palicy of in fizet
far its children sa mony p:;ﬂ:i-fure
moirstreamed. As in thie UK, this is Wd'i!
demonding on acvisory services od we
I.T:J-uﬂn min‘iLmumh:h . Pupils with

ar me hova gwen greaes
noeds m require the prafessienal siaff

werking with them fa be knowledgeable

about the affects of wision lass an thair
ity livns,

In Sydney, | visted the National
Acouskics Lo which serves the

hearing aid needs of childran, senior
citizens and miliiory personnal, The
focility wess wall equipped and besides
its servicing commitment gathers
wsafistics and conducks research info
voriaus kinds of deafress. Seme present
studies include triols on mulfichanoel
fibro-toctile shmulators and todoma,
Both methods use the sense of 1ouch ko
aid comprehension of 5 sounds. in
the £ose of vibrosatkle dimulotars, o
saries of stimulotors are strapped io the
wrist and the perian recaiving fhe
vibirafians is faught ta interprat the
potiesrs of envirsnmantal seunds and
aven speech, In the cose of tadoma, the
parsan holds aher the throot or the

{IwDone ak tha kar and pErCEvas
spaech trough the vibretions generated
b the woice.

PAL, with its xcellent national
feacilitis, I8 o unigue position fo
condue! potonwide ias on the
incidence af Usher 5}'r'rdn:|ﬂ1e n
Augralio,

| hape thot links hove been
strengthaned from this frip which will
incradse the fow of ideas and
information about proctice concarming
work with people who have Usher
Syndroma
Mary Guast

Usher Syndrome Project




On the Spot is a reguler feature in Deal-Blind Education. Here an
experienced practifioner in the field will put some questions o o
colleague from abrood, We this section will provoke discussion,
and help to bring us oll together.

Tony Best ismﬁhh for the fraining programmes for teachers of

blind and for

lind children ot the University of Birminghom which

is described on poge 11. He has been i in encouraging co-
operation between various stoff training programmes ll'nruu:ﬁum

Europe. Last November, in Osimo, laly, a

discuss stoff development and ex

Conference woas held to
ways of co-operation. Following

this Conference, Tu:; Best posed the following questions to Marjoona

Suosalmi, Director

Education at the Mordic Staff Traini

Centre —

NUD — featured 13, aboul ible future di for staff
on poge dl:a pmfl ons for

Wohard pffeets oo ootk N by
had en servives for deaf-Blind
Jregnaie

It is verry difficuit to measure the
effects of troining hut wecan be
arre il momme:

* The "guality of stall™ — misaning
the lavel of their hasic
knowledge and nwarrness — has
rigen by stafl troining programs,
Wi have the opportanity to
tvte mome ths maesl
experienced persons to lecturs,
i3 well as to have a chanee Lo
study in the guite well-supplied
library, ate, These opportunities
i sl exst in pach couniry,
Cheer 1000 stafl momlsirs
participate in our programs
yearly — some participafing in
husie conrsns, some axtending
their knowledge threugh
wiorkahops or individun] stodes.

=  Having a form of external
training and including & one
week study visit b another
institution in the program, we
can dler En appariunity to
exchings experiences, dismss
with colleagues. Wa hope that
our stodents will learmn to aee
that there are mony “right” wme
o do things, i only the one [
nm dolng, Continuens evalaation
and development is necessary in
danly work.

L | very practical CONErURNeE il

commion Morgie staff training
ure the many personal and
profeasional canbacts. This
vz in belber and more egual
eonditions for deal-blind people
i the Mordie by the exchange of
grouges of desf-blind pupils in
echnie, derf-blind pespie in

inatitulions, ngesciatinns, ete

= | sineerely hope that our
interdisciplinary approsch,
which in praciice means thet we
train all stafl categories
together, haz made colleagues
consider sl parts al Bife (o be
equally important, If § take an
example from the echool
situmtion, we wsually have
teachers, residential stnffond
family advistrs at the same
course. Despite the difficultios
enused by the differences in
educational backgreund, we galn
a Jot, Different stalf categorics
learn to appreciata each other’s
work. Again we have no research
reavlts pai the effects on dervices,
programe, but we can sae for
axampie that w I meoes
attention has boon peid to
residential work which iz
comaidered to be as important as
the school educntion in the
tevelopment of the children,

In the beginuing of Nordic Siaff
Trateing ks importance was crucial,
Thure were guite few people
working 1 the field and very few
possthilitios for training. Mow the

situation has changed. In most
countrigs there are national
Prugrisms, ressurct centres or in-
servioe triining in institutions. It
diaean't mean thel Nordie Stall
Training 15 nob NECESSATY GNY MOTE,
We know that none of the countriea
alone can build up an expertise
which would be good enough to
puarpntes services at @ high level,
Trere will vertainly be more
oppartanities to get basie traimng
nationally in the future. We howve to
follow this develvpment and adapt
pur supply tothe nationsl nesds. It
iz important that everyone working
with the deaf-blind gets at least the
basic training quite soon aller
entering the job, This iz not possible
to arrange on A Mordic basis.
However, az long a2 the national
basie training does not function
properly in all of the Nordic
countries we will continoe gt loast
[or some mare years, to arranges
basiv training,

Hoapw will yoier bockground
enfluence the future delivery of
aeruices by NI

it was very easy for me (o caomi
to ML, because T thought that in
prineipla the goals and also the
practics of NUTY are right. | can
centinuo the work which started in
1080,

I have worked with many
different deaf-blind groups: ai first
with congenitally deaf-hlind
children o the middle of the
sevimbies; laber mostly with the
odult Usher group and congenitally
deal-blind adults; Thaugh my
majors at university wers spacial
education and social sciences, | have
mastly werked under social
authorities and | have concentrated
on guestiong concarning living
cotditions of the deaf-hlind

[ knnw thot the early
intervention, sdoeation and fife-long
tearning are matters of vital
importanee for the deaf-blind.
However, | think that the desfiblind
do met lve f dearn but learm ta live
i rich, meaningful life, There I am
inclined to think thit mane
consideration has to be given to
soeiil sciences. methods of social
wiark. [ have ko :Lud_'..' this apprm{'h
mare carafilly — now I can only
throw some thoughts and wess in
the sir.

In many sountries the services
for congenitally deaf-blind personz
(especially childron| are very well
organized, while the other deaf-
Blind groups are less forfunate in
this respect. However, there are
people working with these proups in
every countey. The Nordic Siaft
Training Centre arranges trainimg
for them, tao, but there 1= 564l o
nged for development. [ am very

&B61 BUnf-UDr
UOUESNDT BUE-ioag]

15



Deof-And Eoucation
Joan-June 1789

16

interestad in ideologricnl questions
concerning rehabilitation and adult
pdueation, interpretation,
ighiltered ] houwsing, iehelbared)
work, leisure Hme netivities, ele
Staff working with people who hove
become deal-hlind later in life have
hied only & few opportunities for
professional discussions anid
exchange of experionces al &n
internattonal level There agein the
itheories and miethods of social woark
should be studied and npplied.

Concerning persans whis have
become deaf-blind later — the
eentinuous influence of the deat-
blind themselves on the content of
Lenining is recessnry and all Ehe
pervices have to be given to suit (e
clients’ comditions.

I am very interestod in
“ponsumers’ infloence” in general.
As far e the future plans of this
training centre are concerned there
must be g tight contact with all the
institutions, schools and
prganizationd which sond studenis
to the Mordic Stall Training Contre
This contuct must not be o porely
bureaveratic one. Flexible wiavs
muet be found o get continuous
information about wishes and
niesrls,

Oy voer sugigest wmve dn which
professional training tnour Geld
might decelop in Europe?

There is.a Job we can do together
in Europe. First ofall | woold hike ta
smphasizge the importance of
making effirls towards “all-
European” co-operstion also in the
nren of deaf-blind sarvices, trying 1o
get both eastern and westermn
Eurapean countries o wark
together,

The European made] of oo-
operation con definibely oot be the
ang we have here, Our centre can
exiet only beenuse there are very
few language problems compared to
Furope, because the countries have
o very similar rultural background
and because there are long
troditions and a functionmi
sdministration for eo-operation. Char
model coald be applied insimilar
circumstanees in other parts of
Europs, Ik is a typical regional or
exlture group modal, but st s fall-
European” one, )

From my colloagues here in the
Novdie [ have Tearmed that the ey
wird in Europein co-opération must
be CHAIN. There arv-already
functional chaing which have ther
badis in comman intéeresis and
natural eennections, e commen
language, comman culture, common
erganization of deafblind services
jeentralized’decentralized),
profeszionnl groups, These circles
hwis L b mobilized to work miore
activaly pnd new nitiatives hovw to

be encanraged. [t 15 not necesanry
that everybody doos the same
things. Let’s imagine that theee
eoald b training courses m
German, o stiudy growp of
paychologists working on
mespsmments, & French speaking
group preparing training material
ele. Wouidn't that be really effective
and o Hexible woy to co-operate’

To share knowledige abaut what
happens tn Europe in the area of
gtalf traaming, risgular mestings on
ihe state of the nrt are necessiEry.
Thie Ostmo seminir wes g good stari
which. by devebeping working
methoda, could become m uzeful tonl
for eo-operntion in trainime

If eo-operation ean be developed
widely, the ideal way toco-ordinate
it would be g reseurcs centre
helping with documentation
infirmatinn, antacts ete. | am
doubiful mbout the training function
ol a Eurspean centre

There i3 o lot of knowledge and
experiencd in Burope. It can ot be
ghaved bacauss of the language
problom, Far more consideration
should be paid to and more money
shaeld be put into tronsiations b
dvrie duplicatsd wark.

The overall policy should be 1o
chain the links of the different
lewals: loval, national. regionsl
Eurapean, internstional. It shoold
b sutematic thut information i

paseed both wovs — from the local
and national level to the
international level and vice versa.

There are areas where the hest
splutions are the national anes. We
haveio evaluate which areas of stail
training could benefit from
international en-operation This
evaluation is not always done and
the only result is frustration, K,
gquestions that deal with legizlation,
regulations, administration and
nationwide plikns can only be
diecussed nationally There are il
some regionil o Europesn
questions which are not suithble to
he discussed internationally, bul
thore nre many, many questions
which we ran share of all levels Wea
need chaing to keep the mehange
and disqussion going.

Marpann fues 2ef some gueshons
for Kard farnbsen, o pevchologiss ap
Hhie Narwegion Stale Contrad Teem
for Donf Biind People. In the noxt
caditron, Karl weldl deserrbe the sk
afl the fenm ona some af his ioens on
deafbliad vdwealion,

Laura Bridgman

150th Anniversary

Dr Samuel Gridley Hewe, First Diractor
of Perkins Schol for the Blind. braught
wightyear-old Lours Bridgmon ha
Parkins during the 18371838 school
yedr, Under his uteloge, Laurn becams
the First deaf-Blind child fe ba
wiccasshully educcted. Dr Howe's
ianeering effort with Lowrs Bridgmen
mie world renowrsd: it offered the
promise of edication o the deal-blind,
The achisvements of Dr Howe and
Laura E.r‘:i:lglmun were chronicled by
Brilish nowalist Chorles Dickens in his
18£8 bosk Amsricon Nofes. I wes this
raborence ho Parking Scﬂﬁﬂi tar the Blind
fhat lad the Kegller Qumii_p al Tuseumbia,
Alobama 1o the Schoal in seorch of help
for their deal-blind doughter, Helen
Perkins Schoo! for the Blind
celabrodes the 1508 Anniversory of the
cammencament of Dr Hewe's work with
Lemira Hrid?:un. The students, siaff and
trusteas of Perkine pu{'r.:ribum o thesir
many achievemants, We saiuse [heir
contributions ta the field of deaf-
hlincinass throughout he worid,
Kevin 1.

Darector
Perkins Schoal for the Blind
Wateriown, Massachusetts, USA.

European Usher Syndrome
Study Group

This yaar, Britain hosty the fith mesting
of the EUSSG which will bs hald from
Friday nugtm ath 1o Sundery August G
o Worwic Unhrmrt'r_lll)'.

It wess- agreed in Towlouse lost year
that mare oubside spaakers with wide
axparience in the b
Syndrame should be opproached for
this yeor's meslg. ﬁ:‘:i:ﬂl‘l:ﬁ'g"f_. Dr Leo
Hywiirinan, on ophtholmolagis! fram
Finkend, has agreed to foke sessions an
vision festing and informalion giving fo

a .

The group will be joined by a new
memher from Madrid, and freland will
ence ogain be reprasented,

The spdﬂnlicjgi-cul raeds of people
with Lisher Spndrame recaiva graoater
prominenca fhis year, af Dr Ann
Gardner from Swedan prasents o poper
on Menhsl Health and Usher roe.
Pragrass on finding the gens defect in
Usher Syndroee will be covernd by Dr
Cloes Maoller from Swaden and
Dominigue Bonnaou from Fronce.

Sy fternoan, from 2.30 o
530, is to o Mini Cenference
an Usher Syndreme. This will be open
o all membess of the EﬁSGE;:mmban
akanding tha Europeon Conlerence an
the Education of the Deof-Blind ond, of
course, to peanle with Lishar Syndroma
and thair fomities,

For further information on the Mini
Conferonce, Sunday &th August, pleose
mj:rh Mary Guest, Cnnr:‘iln'rnr,

Usher Syndrome Projact,
Inn Rood, Londan WCTX BPT, UK.




Helping deaf children
with poor sight

Mot all children who have visvel and hearing loss ore educated in deaf-
bii nd units, Whm is the most effective way of supgarﬂng deaf :h ldren
egrees of sight loss? Heather Murdoch is the Ad
Tﬂucherrror%’md Impairment ot the ﬂﬂfﬂl Schaol for Deaf Chl|dren
Maorgate, UK, She is uuﬂrfled both s a teacher of the deof ond as o
teacher of the blind. Here she describes her role.

SRGL BUNP-UD[
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The Royal School for Deaf
Children, Margate, England
is a residential special school
for one hundred and sixiy
hearing-impaired students;
of these aboul thirty five
have severe visual
impairmenis which affect
their lives, A third of the
school’s population are

multihandicapped and most
of the deaf-blind children in
the school are educated in
the multihandicapped units.
Severely visually-impaired
deafl children may be found
in all departments in the
school where children are
placed according to their
individual needs.

Sines Seplember 1987 my wark
s Been to provide a support
saryice for deaf visually-impaired
and dealblind chiidren throughiou
the school and in Further
Education. [ support staff working
with them and waich gver Ve Care
and other visual matters. As far as 1
can dizcover noboady £lse s dolng my
kinid of work in schools for hearing-
tmpaired children in England and
Wales.

I have oo fixed piace of work but
move about the sehool working with
I'E‘III‘I]T"I‘I iIIlI.I :‘".i!.!j 14! '.I'IE'II' IJ."IIIII
surronndings, Hall of my time ia
plansied on the timetahls; for
|_'-'-:_i|.r|'|'|'.-|il teaching r|'|r|h:'ir]; nr
cormmunication akills, o being
regularky availoble to teachers of
groups containing deaf-blhnd
children. The other half is
wnstheduled, allowing me b ba
flexible in giving my services. Many
deal children have some degree of
vienal impairment and thess
children need ta be considerad with
the deaf-blind, Wo help these dually
handicapped children by developing

Extra skibls and awnreness in sur
staff who iiready bave a good
worliing kondw ledoe ol hearing
impairment. Nsny are-mlzo
axperienced in working with deaf
multihandicapped children, s thai
akille suach as detailed ohservation.
1 knowladge of celectie teaching
oL bl and thee alid ity 1o u=e ond
relate tooa range of speriolist
sepryviges must bhe assumed.

My rode 1= mvl Lo usaTp athers
expertise, but to extond expariieea
and mpfidence among all the siafl
It 1= impnrtant thomeiore for mo to
pravide as much information as
pasaible relating to both the
“sinndard” tmplications of @ child's
yvisnal impllement, @2 pace of
warking, molerinls I'.|.::‘II T
BOAtIng, ErTvITorm nial seeurity
and o the implications of dunl
sEnEnRY Impairment, such as a
child’s lack of knowledge of the
surraunding warld. Saae things
meqiire my special aftention like
mability, because sighted children

da nod require support e achieve it

and enmmunication. becauss
sightoed deal children do roquire

<pecialeat methods which make
intemse demandes on thetr vision
Home deal-blind children pre more
dependont than ather pupils, and
thanr right= anrd needs must be

conzidersd — they have the raght ta
make decisionzs even whaen it is
difficult and 1 mav take a long Tirme
L understand what they want.
Clare #iufl. a= well ps teachers
nead information and sopport.
Semetimes the nesds of the bwi
groups are similar: for exampla
practical “ewareness” lagssns
tnvolying mability, wearing #
hitndtola appiyv to hoth, whilst the
provision of apectalist equipimeni
miny bedifterent for the two groups,
child’s usefal vision
raggal be velevant to bath in-schoal
mnd aut-gd-seneal activities. | am the
souree of materials, equipment and
sume educational programmes, as
wizll ax detniis o environmmental
hazards or adnppiations. My role
encomipisscs alafl tratning and
revelopment, both fermed ond
Informal, and asssssment which
provides mnformation for educstional
nndd =cial managemen L

=spgEmant of &
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A History of Provision

ireland has hod d long hisfory of work with deal childoen — the firgt
schiool for the deof having been opened in 1818, It was nol, howeavear,
until 1973 that the need for sarvices lor deal-blind children was felf. In
that yvear it was discoverad thal a3 a resull of rubella epidemics In 1967
and 1971 there were twenby-iwo of these chitdren in the Republic of
Ireland, Many of them were considered to hove lower infellechual
funchioning. All, except two, who were admifted to a centre for non-deal
mentally handicopped, foiled to gain odmission o the schools for
mentally handicapped, The need for special facilifies wos then obvious.
Al that ime too, developments in the diognosks, training and educalion
of these children In the Unlled Stotes, Britoin ond the Netherlands
indicoted thot Irsh children should be given oppoiunities sulted to thelr
special nesds.

Sister Micholas Griffey, who inspired 5o much of the work with deaf-blind
children in lreland, wrote this summary of how education provision for
deal-blind children hos developed.

i 15974 5 Many's Behos! for
Henoring impairad, Dominicon
Lonvent, Cobeg, Duoling decided
o prowice resdential fociies for
fowr deaf-blird Shildran. & teachar
wihcs P wiorked in the LUnit foe
Dieof-Bind ol tha Parking nshiiure
for the Blind. U 54, wios providad
by the Department of Educohon
Thes woas really 1 beginning of
organised work for deaf-bind
chikdien in the Republic of reland
Affar same years of sfrmulotion
o Trectment it wios dedided fhot
citheagh the first four pupis hod
mode considaralke progress, hey
wire mcopobls of leamag
cornmmunicotion 1o any great
satant. All hsur wara fncky
diognosed os low functioning.
Howawar, e expellence gained
oy the diogroshs tadgm at 5t
hiony's Audiology Clinkc, aswell oz
by Ther Teachess of the decf, was o
tremendous halp In futung work
with dedaf-olind. esos decided
tha® childngn wing hod oty
would be catered for ol BF Mary's
Sohool at Cabrg: This s hoppening
today. Some of e oedl-Eanag
puplls who receivad suilabis
freatriant Thane-are nohwe
integrated in e closses for
sohfed deatwho ore wing folal
cammunicolion, For the continueg
success of thE pragramme Hhe
puUp i teacher rofic needs to bs
symoaiheicoly corsidered since
ot prasant one laodnar ik
expected 1o monoge four deal-
bénd chiddier:. The pupil/care stoff
rafio s o inodegucte sspedially
in e cosa of theyoungesr
chlldren.

Bt winiot of low functioning
deal-bEnd chikdren whose rmber
nod fsen to oppradmaten’ 5 of
irig tirree? The need for hetp with
them grct iheir Sorents wias 50
great ihot the Department of
Heaaglth Bbagan O search for vacant
pedls In the centras for pon-daat
chlicirgn, Ag 0 resuit o unit was

astobished of Maring Chid o
children with cerekbnal palsy In
Brioy. County Wickiow, Thare wos
graat mjcicing whean four low
hirctioning deaf-blind childmen
ware admitted thana. The staff of
Morino Clinke, unfortunately. did
rial have the necessary froning for
wark with daof-bind childran Dut it
wizs 0 great rallef to the parants to

In Movember 1988 a workshop was
hald in Dubdin on ‘Esfoblishing
Techniques for working with low-
tunciioning deol-bnd children’ The
withshop wos organised by Mabaly
Intemalicnal unger the sponsarship
af ihe Commissson of e Euopean
Communities ond was conducted
by stofl from Denmork and Englond

Their vl o hedand mesan @
coming together of porents, deof-
Blindg children and professionols ot
o fime when ralicralizaton o
sErvices & desirchle ond, ndeed,
urgent,

have succaadads in geting
plazement farchidien who wes
CEUSING 50 MUCH Norgisnipan ihe
horme. A Ths time olso The
Ceporment of Educabon
CERMEeO Qe rrarmiter of he
Vighing Teocher Sapace Tor Degl
Children S weor with ore-schad
Seat-bindg chiden This oisg
orovad o graat hell to parents,
Tz Sray Unit fior Deof-olind
ehildrat wis follcwed in 1987 by
the odmission of four iaw
tunclioning deof-piind chddren fo
vacant BSds in e Thildren's
Sumshine Home which & g Haspital
for multi-handicopped ohiden
This hogdilal Dairg nedr 5
Joqepn’s House for Aduit Daal ond
Deaf-lnd [t was nafural that the
hedical Officer of the Hosgetal
sherild seek helpfromthe
authorifies at 5t Joseph's House
This wos wilkngly givan; The Anrs
Sudivan Cottoge wos bult inthe

IRELAND

grouncs of 51 Jogeph's House,
Furwds far this. wara provicied by the
Deparment of Health and by o
ooy Oroup ke as
“Aaranass” A traired heacher of
the denf wing soent short periods
n the “Sanse” cenfred in England
m the school for Deaf-blind at Sint
Wichieggestel, Nethedands, ond in
4 <Ening in the Urdted Sholes waas
oppointed to the Unif This feachss
wos dractad Dy anesparenced
teacharof The dedl cf wall o The
decf-olind, A feocher of the blind
yistesd the Unit on o part firme
bosis, Two trarrad ehildran’s nuikas
wene provided by ihe Children’s
sursfire Hormm, Curmanitly, for
chiddren otendsad thiz Unit each
dery friom 5,30 om to 2230 pm: The
facchar in chargae of The LN 5
resoonEinis for the fraining of 1he
riurses, She alse arangesfara
programemss for the oul-af-schoal
parods. We ora hapoy with this
ol s igle g pl=gh

ChHir gractes! probéem of tha
present tme s the provison of
teeciiitlesd for fNcse punls who af the
oge of 14 haye i leove o |
hidren = Bunshine Home, Some
ot therm have glready trarsfamead
1o canttas Tar Grofoundly mertolly
hongicoppsd whers tha stoff
nove Mo expaience in the
managerrsnt of dendif-olindg
chitdren. Thess is an urgent nead
o o Cenfre or Qooesscenis Qnd
odulfs wid g low furchonng
denf-bind, Immediate steps nead
to e token fo fraln stot for the
proposad cantne, This Coud b
undertakan by the stoff ot 5t
Joseph-s HouEe

In tha fulure. Sarcues halagh
need: o be given to tha
iatioralizofion of the samvices fos
deaf-olind ehildrarn = most &
whom are considered fo be low
furictioning, The following shoald
prowva haioful

(1) Contnued confoct with ow
Eurcpean coll@giuses and the
organizations wiich ey
represent

(2] Pronvelon o visiis for frigh
profeescnals to the Sanfra for Low
Functorang Deot-pind In Benmark
— thiE would bea assanticd for thie
statt ot Anne Sulbvan Coftogs if
ey crg o e Involved in thea
trainirgg of staff for the proposed
cenire for odolezcent deaf-blird

(330 wark shop for poments and
professionals whia arg dadhing with
children who o known to hove
Usher Syndrormea. Many of these
congenitaly daal childran ofe
fasing Dindnes in odult ife and
they read 16 be Drepored o




Rehabilitation Centre for
Deaf-Blind Children

This notional centre of Jyvaskyld is
fincnced by the hospital service;
all frovel, boord ond lodging for
the children, their parents and
helpers is paid for. The Director
and his shalf, from the psychologist
to ihe nurses, all frained in
Danmark af NUD (see poge 13).

Functions

The cantre senvas all FRnnsh daof-
Slingd ohlidran Balaw and incsleding
the oge of 18,

Thiere are some 80 chikdren in
Hrdard wihose hading and sghl
arg severaly defaected,

e AS

The aifm ot rehabilifation & to haip
the young deal-biird child o
YOung Dersen bacome an adult
whit is independent and whio hos
walFhornced 10Ciod relalicnsnips
withoathaf people. The chld's
family is chosaly mvotved inthe
rehabiifolion process, Forenis,
sstans, brathers and vary often ako
grafndparents are most imporiant
peopils in tha mprovemaist of ihe
chla’s communicoticnol and
ndepsndeant skills

Cagparotion

It 15- Qg veny mEomant that
leachers and those who lock affar
the chdd should recalve fraining in
thie-spachal methcds of bringing up
a deaf-biind chid ond In the
AR CHTECRETIRMT S 1o b rnache
connectad wilth this, The unlversity
climc that examines the child =
natarally. responsie forall
madicol cors.

Colirses
The rehobfitation service: ore
proviced in the fomm of Courses

witich are armanged for each chikd
and the family according 1o red
1her Deasis ol the sehabilifalion & to
fiodiony regularty e deof-oling
child's deveonmeant Curingg Frse
Sihursas and by home counseling
b5 g long-tem project ond
redjuires good Coopanatian
betwean parents, doctors, spacial
workers, feachers gnd those who
Ik aftar Fhe shild

Fomily Courses

Tha rencniEtation begins with g
formily course which s ottendad by
three formdigs af a tema. Thisis
Lelially o ons-awesl coume in the
goninig o in the cuturmn

The indhvidual nesds of the farmily
The CoLrse EFOgnamme o ranmed
peloralhong accardng o fhe
mcvidial neecs of each family 3o
that porents cnd children bofh
nenee hair oot pragroemrmas: The
parents” Botures and disoussions
cower, 8.0, renabilifalon senices
sociol alowancaes and aids 1o
lvirg.

The ciula's situalion

Durng he famdy couss, the deaf-
biing chibds situation 5 discussesd
ond an agrssrmant & moads with
fhia porents upon the child's
rervatilifohion schedule. The
pAsDikty Oof arranging the
rebabilifotion n the ahild's horre
fowr ar muricEality 5 also

A ie 0]

Parsns

Lrifel The Soursa, there are daily
group diecusions led by o
pevehologst. Ecch family alkks has
ine oppartunity of howng privobe
dEcussions with fhie pevchologis!

Rehabilitafion Periods

The family cowse 5 offen Tollowead
Dy o 5 waaks' rahabirdation
pastiodd, This s usually cmonged
during the winfer and & intendead
for children with poor languoge
kil Thresa childmen ottend ata
firms, wiloh cfows an indivicual
and inténsve rehabilitation
orogramme

rRehabiitorficn pion

The woring tearm of the centre
drows'uip a rgfchilitation plan for
thasa enger obsenvation pesdods,
The maire goal 1s 10 find the rmadns
of communicohon, the languooe,
With st degf-blirg childran
nand to hard sign-longuage s
used, ond the communicotion &

FINLAND

supported by using chjecty and
ploiunes

A fovourabie ofmosphens

At the beginming cnd and of this
izgar period, the courss s
afferdead by the childens
taarnilies; Teachners, doy Cong
pemanta, ond, 89
physiotherapists ong speech
theropsts. This, Ir ds fum, 15 likely fo
Felp create o fovourabés
atmospherns for reboblitcton and
crohance fof apirmum
dervganmeant. The cooperation
frius begun moy also continue ar
thee Cchikd s homa hown or
rrdricaoliy,

Surnrmer Comps

During o one-weak summes
Corse, senooichildran con et
S anofher, The camp
programime conssts of being
together, which Improves
communicaticngl sidls. The topics
of older schoolchiidren ond youmg
people nchide eg., Tuher
cication ang vooational
guidonce

Home Counsaliings

The pesonns of the rehallifotion
cantre visits iha Shildran’s homes.
Aoy care centres, schogk ond
nstifutions, Howse calls ore moce
pefore The coursas ard affer
thaarm The aimiis o suoport fhe
whiole farrdy and the child's
ariranmant o go olang with the
ahild's rehoblitoticn

Training

The rehohiitation cgntre OFgamidas
trosning tor wvarious pessonines!
rodps. Thess courses arg
imterded for peopie wrRirg walh
deal-blind childran: nurEes;
tadchern, sohool asssiants. day
corg 5Haff, ond amplayess in the
ingtitutions or group-bomses for the
mentally refonded

&4 Sunp-uoy
LanEy pUng-oan

L
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Training Courses in the USA

The Halen Keller Malional Cenlre is now
offering thirteen [13] week training

rommes for professicncds who ore
warking with deaf-blind pecole The
cowrses nre being exponded becouse of
tha incransing number ol requests For
training they are raceiving from outside
of the Unied Sales.

Dietoils

The Internofional Probessional Training
Program

Location

Halen Kelfar Notional Center
111 Middle Meck Road
Scndy Point, MY 11050 LISA

Meut Availeble Dates
Cretober 9, 1 98% — January 3, T9¥0

Financial Requiremants

Tuitsan: 5150 per week

Room and Board: 3150 perweek
Transporiohon Expenses.

Parsanal Expansas:

pedical lnsurance:

Eligibility

1. Professionals who ore presenfly
warking with deaf-blind pessans and
are interasied in looming new skills a
sxpanding present skifts

2. Professionols whe are directing
and/ar coordinating programs far
dealb-blind persens

1. Professionals who are inifialing o
new pregram, a new rehobililotion
cenier ondfar o progrom for stoff
fraining ond develsoment,

Program

A First Waonk |ii anantafian w&e} Tha
participants will acquaint fhemselves
with the center, meat the staff ond the
clients ond odiust to the English
KINGLEagE.

B Second Weak myimr H‘PEI".
which iz an overviaw of deol-blindness
including all cspects ot the
rahahiliotion syshem.

. Remaining elisan ':1 1) weaks
inchuda

® |ectures by key sioff of the Centre

* ohsereation in the warious
daperiments,

* suparvised Thands on' experience
with deot-blind perkons

® filmns and video fopes re:
psychalagical adjustment as well os
skills cnd sachnigoes.

® learni recassory skills and
tochnigues to best serve deaf-blind
persans an thair lovel of flunchaning

* mojor prajeel which mist be
applicobls o their hame counlry

s full parficipotion in special

DROOFams, recroational cchvibes and
nolidoy celabretions
D. Ophonal Programs

Wisit and/ar participate in one or
mana racemmended deaf-blind
programs around the country {U.5.4)

Accommoadabions

Al p'rn[e:.sin:ll'-ul wisitars/studants lve on
crengis. The rooms are dauble
sccuponcy ond meals ore cofeteria
':I)'l:

Visg

For o thiresn {13) wesk program o
wisitor's wisa wall suffice

Lamguage

English is the spoken languoge of the
COurss

For burther defails and applieotion forms
canloct:

Sister Barnodetie Wynng

ar

Misiam Domingo-Schmitt
Halen Kalar Matisnal Carer
111 Micdlp Meck Road

Sands Painl, Mew Yors 11050
AR S

Untranslated Texts Available

W mave Fussian Ianguuge hafs
availabla e ;:ulluwing ardicles Fram
the Jaurnal Defectologio, the argon of
the Pedogogical Acadenvy of the LISSR

| TEa organisation of eduzakan
far deal-biind childeen obrood

T4 Bazilawa

2 Interraticnal FlrnHEr"l:. of cring

International Centre for
Information and Study of
Special Needs Education

A umall shegring commitee besed @t the
Univarsity af Lendan Institule of
Edcation i in the process of seffing up
an infermobon service about provisian
bor thase with special sducational
AT dfe

Thes gpeciic Tunchons enisoge r
the new service wedld nchige:

1. To ofera reference point ber visitess
ta the LB w‘ish:r\g o ko oboud
soncial neads pravisiE of different
kirds, The sorvice would aim ta pul
visitars in sauch with relevant
r_:rm'id-:r:.

2. Te provide introduciory shart
eourses. far visitors

3. To ossist visitors requiring
indoemmlion or raferences

4 Ta offer riurities for shart-ferm
study in addifion 1o the langer-term
shudy provision ofready ovesloble.

As i first sep, Ihe stearing

committes 15 ub-:ing up Il

inkormation on Eurcpaon, ional and

sactianal develiepments which hove
token ploce, perhaps in selation from
goch ather. This includes infarmetion an
world-wide detabases and

anisohons in the beld of spacial
education for oll oge groups;
imtermational erganisatians in the field
qr\d 1|'|-|;| purposes I|"r|‘_-j,.I e and
bridging crgonisations {health,
aducodion, social serices, employment] &

Plecse send paur inbarmatian
Brafassor Shemley Eegnl. Irsfiuile of

for hearing impaired children with Educatian, University of Landan, 25
prirmciry s s af iviellachunl or Wokiern Souore, leaden WETH DAS, 8
plysico! devalopment.

VW, Tamokhin
Recent articles A handbook for teachi

Every slx ronihs, ihe Somuel P Hopes
Ressarch Libeary ot Perkins Schoal for
tha Blind: Boston, Masachosatts, LSS
praduces o fist of newly coquired
articles and publicolions on the sutject
af blindagss and declbindnes. Here iz
a shart selactian from thesa 50 poges.
Making sense of the world. & guide
fer eosrpes warking with mantally
handicopped adults with visual and
hearing impairments J Halen Brodley
ond Balr Seae. Birminghom, England:
SERISE -in-the Midll::ﬂr:ﬂ_ 1985 15p]
Valur-Bosed Services for Young
Adults with Deaf-Blindness, repart af &
national conferenee, March 14-14,
| 988 [/ Angelo M, Covert and TI'IE"'!:'EEI
% Carr. Sands Paint, Maw Yark: Helen
Kellar Maticnad Center for Deaf-Blind
Youlks and Sdubts, 1PE3 i, 107 p.

provocotional skills to deaf-blind
students. 5t Augustine, Florida, 1984
illusg. ﬂ:‘:‘d e ” |

De manifestation of congenita
rubslla / &pne F. O Deo and Christine
& Meyhall, Journal of Yisual
Impairmmand and Blindness, 82
[Mavember | P88 370381,

Conles of this aequisitions list are
veriloble free on request from fhe
Libraricn. Books ond othar publicaticns
shioidd normally be abigined fram the
saUTCE FBF‘BI‘PEE':(I'Q in the erfry. In cose
of dithewlty pleoss confock
The Librarian
Mr Keneth A Stuckey
Samuel P Hoyos Library
Parkins School far the Blind
175 Morth Beocon Skreet
Watertown 02172, Massochusetts USA
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WARWICK

A conference on Sensory Impairment with
Multi-Handicap

Current Philosophies and New Approaches
6 -11 August 1989

Tra |AEDE, 10 conjunchean with Senee
ond the Boyol Mationo! Instituie far the
Blind, ore orgonising o Eurcpaon
Conberence af Warwick University, freem
& - 11 August 1989 Ploces ore still
ovoilobis

The mein conferences theme s
“Bensory Impairment wikh Muki-
Haongicop’, This feme was chosen in
recagnifion of the fact that fhere i much
that educators af deaf-blind children
con learn from developments ond
E‘I::i!-:umphies o sk sl imdti-

rr|:|in:-:|.|:|r.||:-:| klind and muli-

handicapped deot children

Programime

Thors ora o numbar of diferpn®
arprmchﬁ 1o the edueation of deaf
Sling chifdren I:cing fellawed in
different Europaon couniries. Cne of tha
rrctinn i af this conbaramcs will be 1
muamine some of these opprooches in
chafail, omed fo bry ho discowar what ara
the differenl implil:nr'rnns- al thags
Soproaches, and where the diffsrant
philosoohies overlap

I particular the Programme
Commiten hove identified three
philasophies for study. Jon Yan Dijk will
present his philosophy and the
imphcotions of it opproach’ fram
Hediard, Br . M. Chulkoy from the
Mascow Inshituie of Dql:c:h:-::q-g:,r will
describe ihe Soval opprooch, in

hieylor at s=en of e school of
gzgnrsl: and the Expanmientad Unit in
Moscow. Pratassar Chris Cullam wilt
describe and disceis the Behoviaurist
approoch

Thers will alis ba a wids range of
tofks ond workshop preseniobans,
oftering discussions ond descriptions of
i |:|I'I:|.C|iEE &n O number & ||'|=rr":-_':._
inchiding:

= w«:hrln:i':E wikh alher Frn‘i‘u:innnlsl

# {he child with o deganerafive
eandition,

* sersory stimulation;

= shetf Sraining;

® Fommunicofion dm-'\elnpﬂ\-unf'
» working with families;

» young odults.

Other Evants

Thers will ol be an Exkibition, both of
equipmant and of diferent schools ond
inateiutions,

The Conference will ba preceded I::-:,'
tho Eurcpeon Lisher Syndroma Study
Croup, whose meefing will lake ploce
fram 4 <& August ot Wiarwick, O
Sunday & August, there will be an
afernoan conference on Lsher
Syndrame, which will be aper to
people who ore not members of the
Study Grous.

Al on Su nodary B Bwgrist 0 samincr
on Staff Developmant will be held for

an iwited group from aeress Europe

The Yenen

The Conference will be held af the
University of Warwick, threa miles from
Cenvantry. Worwick i3 one of the Uniled
.":ingclum's newest pniversities and has
an offroctive rural satting, Tours will be
r_-rlnr'lg-ed o lecal I:rEal.ﬁ:.r [Fatald iul;l'l 211
Stroford-upon-Avon and the
Cotswolds,
Far details of registrafion and Far

abstract foems, please cortoc:

Conferenca Asseciols Warwick '89

Congress House

55 Mew Covendish Sirges

Landan Wik 7RE, LK

Talephone: 01-434 0531

Talewx #4346 COMFAS G

Facsimiba: 01-934 7559

4
i
Conferences 1989 35
11 August = g
The Internofional Associafion for the =

Educoticn of the Deaf-Blind Evrapean
CenbaraneaWapwich, Undsd Firgdom,
Conbact: Conferance Amssciotes Worsick
‘89, Cangress Hausa, 55 Mew Covendish
Sreel, Laeden WM TRE, Englard

I8 September — 3 Ocioher

Foarth Halan Keller Confarence on Services

ta Decl-Blnd Persans, under e aegis of

the Warld Blirnd Linigrn [WEL, Steckhalm

Contact; M E'Iéﬁ Ciblsan, Assseation af the
i

Sweeddish Dok Blind, 51 2% BB Enakeda,
Sweden

4 — & Oclober

Learning and Teoching Stylas for Deaf-
Blind Youth sparsared by #he Rebabiliohan

Hessarch and Trainmp Centre |RRTC),
Mississippi Shole Undsersify, Soslan,
Myrsochiiony, Contack Iohn H. Meaason,
troiming directar, BETC, Messissippi Sioee
'Jr'.ra'sir:.rl. 20, Drowar ATES, Mistasippi
MAS JRTEZ, USA; (&01) 3252001

3rd European Congress on Sign
Language Research
Wesdnesdoy July 26 - Sohurdoy, July 29,
Hamburg
Subgect Arens:
Methodology
Grammar
Bilingualism under #ie aapects of
Mewrapsychologicol aspects of sign

arguags
.qulﬁ.:ng'l..ﬂga and #e geguiition aof
writen Ionguogs
O e funchion ob mouthing in sign
||'_IE|]|,||,IT
Histery ot the deal end of =gn longuage

Far defoils contoc: Universifdl Homburg,
Zentrum Fir Deutscha Gebardensprache
Aothanboumchauses 45, D+ 2000 Hamborg
14, West Germony

Preliminary Announcement

Xt International Cangress of
.ﬁ.u«:lin|nm.'. Tenerife, Jpai,

| — T8 Qctobar, 1720

Early intervention for Hearing
Impairment Infants

Pathology of Binoural Hearing
Prasthetic Signal Processing

Plecse regisher lo receive delailed
infarmatian

Secretarial

Ma, Dolares Alado

Pérez de Bazas, B

38004 Sansn Cruz de Tenarife
Canary lshends, Spain

Phone: [34] [22] 27 54 48
Tedwo; @1 104 GUCT-E

21



Jan-June 1969

Draar-Hing Faicahion

22

REVIEWS...RESOURCES...CONFERENCES...

Classic Books

i i ind wou of, or introduce you 1o, works fundomental ta
i mscaltulade:orie e s b s sl

Awakening fo life
by Alexander Meshcheryakev.

The names of carkain deaf-blind pecole
whe achigved o high lovel of intellechual
development — i posticular Helen
Kallar in the United Skales and Ciga
Skerckhodows in the USSE — are
widaly known. In oeodemic cirdles, the
narmas of their teochers — Anng
Sullivan and Prefessar lvan Sakelyansky
— porey also fomaus. Less well known i
shee fenet that nowsdays, the teaching of
children with sevaraly impaired sight
and haoring is no longer o quastion of
inclated eswas, but hos been evalved az
a widehy-recognised feaching system,

Alexander Mesheharyokev's boak,
published in 1974 in Moscow,
reprasents the First atlempt o describe
the educationol work corried eut in tha
USSR with deaf-blind children, The
English fronslofien eomains o wealth of
valusble moterial which illustrates
chaarhy both the procfical methods used
with the children and the phitosephical
& h ampicyed,

Fminﬁm in teaching deab-blind
childran in the Sovet Union wos
Prﬂesﬂf Jwan: Sjﬂh:unghuml‘.r. wha, o
early os 1¥23 f hogoinar o greup
ot dea’-blind children in Kharkov, His
long series of expariments wos carried
boirward of Fhe Insfitute for Research inks
m}rsiml and Mental Hendicops,

iliested t the USSR Acodemy of
F&dn‘gug'rtd Seiances. Awowaning fo
Lifia dascribas tha wark corried sut af
thoe |nstibute hetwaen 1955 ond 1970
and at the home far deal-blind children
in Zoaeesk betwoan | 943 and 1570,
Lirhi ?'i‘ﬂﬂ Tk wiairh was suparvised
Prafasser Schokansky. Aler that, Dr
Meaheh jook the lead.

Me ryakov urﬁluaﬁ that dead-
blind children are m relian upon
special Imaching he enable them to gain
erdinary hurnen skills. Deof-blindress
and lack of speach robs & child of the
chance te communicate with peaple
araurid him and prevents narmal mental
develepment. The teaching of such o
child imwohees the unigue fosk of
deliberossal

¥ ihnping a whale hun‘rgn

parsenality. The required approach
invohves troning thraugh practicol doy-
to-day behovicur, gradually building vp

gworeness of 1he nead fo communicote
and owareness of social reloticnships
with ofhers. Through o struchured
education system, Mesi‘tdteaakw hos
helped many deal-blind children on 1o

university educobon,
F'l.:.r:;he i|1FIrH-::du::Iin.111u the book Eiwzs o
ural e eaching approoch:

“The book describes hew
rudsmentary forms of humon behoviour
ore fostered in deabbiing children by
special lmoching matheds, niticd Ih_&

ild is et elementary skills u¥ sedf-
ceire: B he learns b satisfy his
zuerfdu,' needs; tha child comes b
master chiects that canstitute part of
man's doy-to-doy existence leup,
spoon, clothes, lumiture, toile! arficles,
g, |, ocquambing himsedt wath thagir

ial features and the woys fhey

heuld be vied, As o -result, the inifial
choos of muddled, canstaathy chonging
tesctile impressians, which follaw ane
another in no apparent crogrond
which orouses possive renctons of seif-
dafencs, sorfs ifself out ond odds up 1o
a pichare of the extermal warid filled
with humon obiects that ore
characsrisad by relotively sable,
unchonging properties ond possess
:Min:!l}- efirad ond sociolty edtablished
:.ilgnih:u:m:e In Hhis wry, The Firgt
glimmerings.of human consciousrmss
BMESGE.

While emphasising the decisive
imparignce of braining in a shillzof
spii-core during tha mrl:.r sloges af o
ceat-blind child's rearing,
Mashoharpokes rajects r;ﬁ& behaviourist
inlerpratation of this procass. The Tul
bare should nat be te train in the child,
by maans of machanieal reparﬁiuﬂ,
eertain skifls fhot are nat mare Fhen
outgrmotic reflexes, but rathar fo
organisa the child's SERALTY ?I’ld orjedt-
orenboied aclivity aimed of fe
sofisfachon of his essenfial nesds ond
thus fo ancouroge the child activaly to
moater human mathods for fhe
satistachon of these neads,

The book on o shew how, a3
dheaf-blind ehildran’s scops for
communicafion with thasa around tham
is withaned, they grodually meve on
from elementary acts of self-come fo
mora complox torms of everydey
prachice. Eventually thay ore introduced
to collectve, secially usehud lebour,
which Mashcheryokay says is the vital
prerequisite for tha emational and
intellactun! odvance of deaf-blind
children and for the developmiant of
shair human mings

Ma—shchgrr'a\:qv'j baak owes much

i the Russion ps-,'cbaﬂoﬁ irnl nppf-:ndﬁ,
which concentoied en imporhance
af sacio! octivity on mental

davaleperant. This onproach leads
diractly 1o the m s used inilially in
Zogorsk, whore early educotion is
bosed around the performance of day
to-dery tosks, with great smphaosis en
interacting with ather shadens.,

‘|f‘|'h:|:.g|:|een establishad that whila
the dan-kind dhild remaine in his sele
af initial alienation from the warld ond
paople around him, he does not
BADETIENCE any s i ol in the il
senae of tha word —nnlg o faw
physical urges. Only a3 he starts o
communicahn with other Fﬂnplz n:ll"u_:l
begins o engoge in Im’n’r activity with
tham, do his physical wrges ar
reguirements find their human objects
and thus became Fansfarmed inte
glamanory humon moterial neads —
reads far human food, humaon
and o human way ot life comphate with
human comborts, eic. Later, when the
chifd is infraduced ko mors compiex
aciivitios ond Forms of communicafion
directed towards the satisfaction of
rmalerial neads, tha first non-moteriol
needs arise, spch as the nesd ks
eammunication with his fellow human
beirk.g:. This is ne longer o nead for
worknooy, steclby afilitanen
mmmﬁu‘iiun,iﬁm far ematianal and
intalleetual communication that ploys
sch on impertant par in mean's men
development ond in e annchmenl af
the parsanality.

Af o some fime, pet ariathar vital
human need arises within the mest
=|u‘n-=n||:n':|r nlfieTr-udfiinﬁd. san
activity o deat-blind ehild engoges in
saintly with the adult— the nue& har
krowladge of the raal warld ansund
W In:"h'uii'f this noed is closehy bound
up with the requiremants of proctical
hehoviour and is eenfined fo o narrow
intarast i the properiEs e pr:rHﬁﬂlE
af ohjeets which con serve os @ means
Foir the scatishection af fe ohkild's
meterial reeds. Yot loter, provided the
deat-blind rJI-niHl'_ls aclivily is ulrg:lnimd
oppropriohaly; these prackeal inferests
wii?d&ueh:-p info an wge to exkend

k .

As th dect-blind child ateins o
eartain degrea of intellectual
development and goins skills of verbal
communication, he is gradually initialed
inter learning octivifies more closaly
refofed fo ardinary schealing, activifes

1
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aimed at the masiery of genarc
inllzi*'h-:iga and cerain production
ills,”

Awakening ke Life is o clossic book,
It prevides a clear insght inte the Soviet
:lpprﬂn:h to deaf-bling educobon ond
provides andless ideas that con be
applied to leaching deaf-blind children
across the werld

Availobde in English er Russian
Language frem:

PFD%“‘L& Publishors

I7 Zubovsky Boulevard

Moscow

LISSR
and aksa from

Coflef's infernomiianal Book

1 29 Charing Cross Rood

bosclan WC2

England

el OF-F24-0782
price opprox £4.95

VISION IN CHILDREN
MNormal and Abnormal

i

ir Len Hyvirinen,

Ophthalmologist
DO Hyvirinen 15 a Finnish
gt halmoelogist who has boen
interestad in the development of
visually impaired children with or
without other handwaps, She was
Chiel Ophthalmobogist of the fies
Laow Wiston Clinie in Finland, 1976
to 1978, Besides the several articles
and hooklets she has written on low
vigion, Dr Hyvitrinen has developed
visunl meuily lests to AT PrOVE
screaning and assessment of vision
in young chibdren.

Pablished by
THE CANADIAN DEAF-BLIND
AND BUBELLA ASSOCIATION
Head Office, Bax 1625 | Meaford.
Omtarss NOH 1Y Connda,
Tal, 1-519-638-3431
PRICE PER COPY — 214,04,
Published in English and Freach
languages.
Deders from gutaide Canadie plense
add 52.50 for mailing.
All chegues made payable to:
THE CANATHAN DEAF-BLIND &
RUBELLA ASSOCIATION

W o= grotetul o Perking

SChool 1o The B,
Mossochisetts. ULSA. for thalr
gensoE contribution

Towor . Cosls of
pioucTs Degi-Bing

e ——
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the IAEDB
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